
April 23, 2019

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

A regular meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Boonton was 
called to order by Chairperson Rankin in the Municipal Building on Tuesday 
evening, April 23, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.   Others present were as follows:  Committee
Members Paul Allieri, Brian Honan, and William Klingener, Administrator/Clerk 
Barbara Shepard, and Attorney Matthew Lyons.  Also present were 
approximately 38 members of the public and one member of the press.  Mr. 
Donadio was absent.

The salute to the flag was recited.

Chairperson Rankin read the Open Public Meetings Act statement.

Committee Member Allieri  moved Resolution 19-101, Appointment of  Matthew
Lyons as Special Counsel, which is appended to the minutes of this meeting.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Klingener and unanimously carried on a roll call
vote.

Committee Member Klingener moved Resolution 19-102, Executive Session –
Pending/Anticipated  Litigation  regarding  130  Old  Denville  Road,  which  is
appended to the minutes of this meeting.   The motion was seconded by Mr.
Honan and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

The Committee entered into Executive Session.  The Committee came out of
Executive Session and re-convened in open session at 8:24 pm.

Correspondence: none

Mrs. Rankin opened the meeting to the public and asked if anyone wished to
address the Committee on any issue. 

Robby Berman, 5 Pond Hill Dr, asked if the Committee can rescind their letter of
support for NETA.  Attorney Lyon replied that such an action would subject the
Township to possible litigation.

Eileen Crivelli, 32 Kincaid Road, presented a letter to the Township Committee, a
copy  of  which  is  appended  to  these  minutes.   Mrs.  Crivelli  expressed  her
disappointment in the manner by which the decision was made to issue a letter of
support for NETA.  She asked how Boonton Township will benefit from this use of
the property and stated that she believed there will be unintended consequences.
 
Stacey  Cozewith,  3  Pond  Hill  Dr.  expressed  her  concern  about  the  odor
associated  with  the cultivation  of  marijuana.   She stated that  the  Mayor  and
Township Committee should visit other similar facilities. 
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Jason Schnidkraut, 3 Pond Hill Dr., stated that he does not believe there is no
real  reason  not  to  rescind  the  letter  of  support.   He  expressed  concerns
regarding  possible  contamination,  the  need  for  eventual  mitigation  and  odor
relating to the proposed operation.

Angelo  Rotundo,  4  Farmstead  Rd.,  Denville,  stated  that  he  believed  the
Township Committee acted too hastily in their decision regarding their letter of
support.   He read various excerpts from the NETA and the parent  company,
TerrAscend, website.  He asked the Committee to rescind their support.

Theresa Hudzina, 2 River Rd., asked Mr. Lyon if he had any transactions with
Phillipsburg,  Mr.  Lyons  replied  no.   She  proceeded  to  ask  other  questions
regarding  the  actions  of  Township  Attorney  John  Jansen  and  whether  the
Township  can  be  sued.   Mr.  Lyons  replied  that  he  will  not  respond  to  such
questions.  Ms. Hudzina asked why the property was not considered for an open
space acquisition.  She also reported that the former owner was illegally dumping
on the property and was advised to file a report with the police.

Cristal Bennett, Brick, NJ, addressed the Committee stating that marijuana is not
controversial and that it can save lives.

Bill  Austin,  Old  Denville  Rd.,  stated  that  the  Federal  Government  considers
marijuana  illegal.   He  also  stated  that  be  believed  NETA is  coming  to  the
Township in  anticipation of  New Jersey legalizing recreational  marijuana.   He
also asked how would the spread of additional facilities through the Township be
prevented.

Lefty Grimes, East Hanover, spoke in support of medical marijuana and stated
that additional facilities and greater supply is needed in New Jersey.

Bill McKee, 215 Powerville Rd., referenced a NY Times article which stated that
cannabis may contribute to mental  illness.  He stated that there should have
been public notice prior to the previous meetings and asked the Committee to
rescind the letter of support.

Sanji Chaudhari, Randolph, stated that he is a Rutgers certified master gardener
and is happy to provide guidance to the Township with respect to cultivation of
medical marijuana.  He supports the cultivation of organic medical marijuana and
the medicinal value of the plant.

Donna Tomlinson, 6 Farmstead Rd., Denville referred to Environmental Impact
Studies  of  California  and Oregon grow facilities  as  well  as  minutes  from the
Franklin,  Massachusetts  Planning  Board  relating  to  a  NETA operated  facility.
She cited concerns over parking, the number of employees and odor at NETA’s
facility in Massachusetts.

Hank Tomlinson, 6 Farmstead Rd.,  Denville stated his shock that there is no
benefit to the Township to allow this facility.  He stated his concern over odor
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referencing  a  visit  to  a  marijuana  facility  in  Pennsylvania,  and  asked  the
Committee to rescind their letter of support.

Jason Schnidkraut asked the Committee members and Mrs. Shepard if anyone
has any investments in medical marijuana companies everyone replied no.  

Mr.  Lyons stated that  many of  the comments and concerns being raised this
evening  are  appropriate  for  the  Land  Use  Board  application  but  cannot  be
answered  by  the  Township  Committee.   Mr.  Lyons  stated  that  he  does  not
recommend that the letter of support be rescinded.  He stated that the action of
the Township Committee stands and the next step is for the property owner to
submit an application to the Land Use Board.

Eileen Crivelli  asked that a committee of community members such as school
superintendent,  police chief  and residents be created to review this important
issue.

Bill Austin asked if the Committee has the power to rescind the approval.  

Wayne Perrini, a medical marijuana patient addressed the Committee stating his
support of medical marijuana and the need for increased supply and additional
Alternate Treatment Centers,  noting that the number of patients is growing in
New Jersey.

Matthew Abraham, Old Boonton Rd., Denville stated the need to preserve the
neighborhood.  He cited the fact that it is a violation of Federal law, Home Rule
and implied conflict as reasons for the Committee to take action to prohibit the
cultivation of medical marijuana in the Township.

Hank  Tomlinson,  asked  the  Committee  to  enact  an  ordinance  prohibiting
marijuana cultivation prior to any plans being submitted.

Ken  Robinson,  Lake  Hiawatha,  expressed  his  disappointment  in  the  lack  of
respect  shown  by  the  public  and  their  unwillingness  to  listen  to  what  the
Township officials have to say regarding this matter.

Robert  Rizzo,  566  Powerville  Rd.,  referencing  his  time  on  the  Township
Committee, stated that he wanted to see the property remain a farm operation
and believed growing medical marijuana in the greenhouses keeps the property
as a farm operation.  He noted that this is a strictly regulated farm operation
which will be environmentally better than the prior farm operation.  He also stated
that there is an open space plan which designates area to be acquired for open
space and this site was not on the list.

Numerous people began speaking without being recognized by Mrs. Rankin. The
public became unruly and unresponsive to the requests of the Chairperson for
order; as a result, Mrs. Rankin closed the public hearing.
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Committee Member Klingener moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Honan and so carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:48 p.m.

Approved: Respectfully submitted:

Michele Rankin, Chairperson Barbara Shepard, Municipal Clerk
Township Committee Township of Boonton
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