
 
 
REGULAR PUBLIC        MONDAY  
COUNCIL MEETING #12-14  M I  N U T E S JUNE 25, 2012 
 
 
1. GENERAL . . . The following are the minutes of the Regular Public Council Meeting of 

the Town Council (hereinafter “Council”) of the Borough of Chambersburg held 
Monday, June 25, 2012 at 7:00 P.M. with the President of Council, William F. 
McLaughlin, presiding. 

 
2. PRESENT . . . President of Council W. F. McLaughlin, Mayor P. Lagiovane, Vice-

President of Council A. B. Coffman, Councilmen M. A. Shank, A. C. Paszkowski, T. L. 
Newcomer, B. J. Elter, S. A. Bigler, E. M. Swartz, and J. N. Huber were present. 
Councilman H. E. Talhelm was absent. Also present were J. M. Stonehill, Borough 
Manager, D. C. Finch, Assistant Borough Manager, S. Wiser, Borough Solicitor’s 
Office, J. L. Wright, Borough Secretary, representatives of the press and 
approximately seventeen (17) visitors.  

 
3. MOMENT OF SILENCE OR PRAYER . . . The President of Council opened the 

meeting and asked for a moment of silence or prayer followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

4. RESOLUTION RECOGNITION – HAROLD ‘JIGGS’ KENNEDY . . . The President of 
Council read the following resolution in recognition of Mr. Kennedy’s retirement. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

In Recognition of Harold “Jiggs” Kennedy 
upon the Occasion of His Retirement  

 
WHEREAS, On June 27, 1919, Harold “Jiggs” Kennedy was born in Chambersburg 

Pennsylvania; and  
                        
WHEREAS, Although he started school in Chambersburg, Jiggs left school at age 15 

on a work permit as an Apprentice Electrician; and 
 
WHEREAS, Eventually, Jiggs formed with George Pentz his own electrical company 

in Chambersburg; and 
  
WHEREAS, Jiggs also worked for the Letterkenny Fire Department for 33 ½ years; 

and     
                        
WHEREAS, Jiggs is well known and respected in these Chambers, having served as 

the Second Ward Councilman for twenty years; and 
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WHEREAS, After serving as an electrical inspector for Commonwealth Code 
Inspection Service for 28 years, Harold “Jiggs” Kennedy has announced 
his intention to retire at the age of 93.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Mayor and Town Council of the Borough of Chambersburg 

do hereby congratulate Harold Kennedy on his well deserved retirement 
after 78 years of well and honorably serving the business and 
government needs of the Borough of Chambersburg. 

 
On a motion by Councilman Newcomer, seconded by Councilman Coffman, it was 
unanimously resolved to approve the above resolution.  

  
5. HEAR VISITORS . . . The President of Council noted that at this time Council will hear 

visitors concerning matters other than those on the final agenda.  Visitors desiring to 
comment on a particular agenda item should make comments as that agenda item 
occurs.  Darren Brown, 916 S. 5th Street, referred Council to Mike Marrotte, Middle 
Street, as a source for Council to use when making historical decisions. 

 
6. CONSENT AGENDA . .  . The President of Council asked if there were any items 

listed on the Consent Agenda that any Councilman wanted removed from the Consent 
Agenda so that item could be discussed and voted on as a separate resolution.  There 
were none. 
 
WHEREAS, The Mayor and Town Council has either previously discussed or 
considers certain agenda items to be of a routine nature; and 
 
WHEREAS, Items of the nature noted in the paragraph above generally meet with the 
consensus approval of The Mayor and Town Council. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, On motion of Councilman Newcomer, seconded by Councilman 
Huber, by a vote of 9-0 (Councilman Talhelm was absent), it was resolved that the 
following items are approved by the Mayor and Town Council: 
 
Award of Contracts:  None 
   
Routine: None 
 
Previously Discussed: 
 
1. Resolution to release public works security for Borough Plan RE-1375, a 

Subdivision Plan for RJH Investments, LLC to Subdivide Property on Roland 
Avenue and Wilson Avenue. 

 
7. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP . . . The 

Assistant Borough Manager presented Council with a Memorandum of Understanding 
with Washington Township concerning Borough recycling. For several years the 
Borough has had a verbal agreement with Washington Township concerning our 
recyclable delivery to their transfer station. Mike Christopher, Washington Township, 
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asked for a more formal written agreement to satisfy DEP so that Washington 
Tonwship can be listed as a multi-municipal recycling facility for grant purposes. Staff 
(including Assistant Solicitor Trinh) recommends that the Borough execute the 
Memorandum as it does not change our existing practices and does not bind the 
Borough to a continuing relationship with Washington Township. On a motion by 
Councilman Paszkowski, seconded by Councilman Swartz, it was unanimously 
resolved to approve the presented Memorandum of Understanding.  
 

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION . . . The President of Council adjourned the meeting to 
Executive Session at 7:15 PM to discuss a personnel matter. The meeting was 
reconvenied to Public Session at 7:30 PM. 
  

9. EMERGENCY SERVICES STAFFING LEVELS . . . Mr. Stonehill read to Council a 
Memorandum from Solicitor Salzmann regarding staffing levels in the Emergency 
Services Department and the Borough’s SAFER Grant Application. Amanda Owens, 
Powell Drive, read a prepared statement to Council in opposition of the proposed 
layoffs on July 1, 2012.  
 
Council approved the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR 
COUNCIL MEETING OF JUNE 25, 2012 

 
WHEREAS, The Borough Solicitor presented Council a Memorandum dated June 25, 
2012, regarding the SAFER Grant; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Borough Solicitor recommends that Council temporarily refrain from 
exercising a directive from the 2012 Budget to begin the layoffs on July 1, 2012. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, On motion of Councilman Paszkowski, seconded by Councilman 
Shank, by a vote of 9-0 (Councilman Talhelm was absent), it was resolved that the 
following items are approved by the Mayor and Town Council: 

 
1. The implementation of the Change in Focus plan, which is to take effect July 1, 

2012, shall be temporarily stayed until the SAFER grant funds are received, or 
Town Council takes further action. 

  
2. The Borough Manager is herein authorized as Chief Administrative Officer to 

manage the financial affairs of the General Fund to preserve fiscal stability as well 
as cash flow within those expenditure limits adopted as part of the 2012 operating 
budget and further in keeping with the adopted financial policies of Town Council 
unless in his opinion a temporary budget amendment becomes necessary at which 
time he is further authorized to take those steps necessary to preserve the 
Borough's creditworthiness. 

  
3. Town Council President is directed to notify the Chambersburg Area Paid 

Firefighters Association of the temporary stay of the Change in Focus Plan. The 
letter will not rescind or withdraw the prior Section 28 Notice. 
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10. RESIDENCY POLICY . . . Councilman Swartz made a motion to extend the 

Borough Manager's option in his voluntary agreement with the Borough to move into 
the Borough someday to an additional 3 to 5 years, Councilman Bigler seconded the 
motion. Councilman Newcomer stated that the Borough Manager should not be on any 
time line to move into the Borough, he noted that he is in compliance with the 
Borough’s residency policy as previously adopted by Council in 2003, six years before 
the Borough Manager was hired. Council President McLaughlin noted that with 
reference to both the Borough Manager's residency as well as previously published 
reports regarding his travel and professional development, Borough policies already 
exist on both issues, and the Borough Manager has always been in full compliance. 
Mr. Wiser noted that Council may reaffirm the existing policies but need not adopt any 
new policies. Councilman Swartz and Bigler withdrew their motion and second. It was 
the consensus of Council to support Councilman Newcomer’s statement that existing 
personnel policies may be reaffirmed but already exist on these issues and that the 
Borough Manager is in full compliance. 

  
11. ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION . . . The President of Council adjourned the 

meeting to Executive Session at 8:05 PM to discuss a personnel matter and potential 
litigation. 

 
  Respectfully Submitted, 
 
  ________________________________ 
  Jamia L. Wright, Borough Secretary 


