
TOWN OF DURHAM 
CALL TO THE ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 

 
The eligible voters of the Town of Durham are hereby warned that the ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 
will be held in the Julian B. Thayer Auditorium, Coginchaug Regional High School, at 8:00 p.m. on 
Monday, May 13, 2019 to consider the following items: 
 

1. To elect two members to a three-year term on the Regional School District #13 Board of Education, 
said term to expire June 30, 2022. 

 

2. To elect two members to a two-year term on the Durham-Middlefield Interlocal Agreement Advisory 
Board, said terms to expire June 30, 2021.  

 

3. To elect one member to fill a vacancy 2021 term on the Compensation Review/Personnel Policy 
Commission. 

 

4. To authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any and all Town Aid highway funds (Transportation 
Infrastructure) that may be due and available to the Town of Durham for the Fiscal Year ending 
June 30, 2019. 

 

5. To adopt a total town budget for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 in the amount of $7,335,884, less State and 
Local Revenues of $2,038,411, for a net town budget of $5,297,473 as recommended by the Board 
of Finance at their meeting of April 16, 2019. 
 

6. To adopt a five-year Local Capital Improvement Plan  
 

Laura L. Francis     John T. Szewczyk   Thomas A. Hennick 
First Selectman  Selectman     Selectman 
 

Dated in Durham, Connecticut, this 22nd day of April 2019 
 

RETURN OF THE CALL 
 

Return is hereby made, that the Undersigned, on the 23rd day of April caused to be posted on the 
Public Signpost in the Town of Durham, a written warning by the Selectmen, and on the 24th  day of 
April caused to be published in the Middletown Press, a newspaper having a circulation in the Town of 
Durham, a like warning of the ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING to be held the 13th day of May 2019. 
 

Laura L. Francis, First Selectman 
 
Motion made by Rick Parmelee, seconded by a few to nominate Norm Hicks as Moderator.  Motion 
passed. 
 
The Moderator reviewed voting procedures and asked for those ineligible to vote to so signify; five people 
raised their hands. 
 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
 

Date:   May 13, 2019 
Time:   8:00 pm 
Place:   Julian B. Thayer Auditorium, Coginchaug Regional High School 
Moderator:  Norm Hicks  
Clerk:   Kim Garvis, Town Clerk 
Call:   The call was accepted as read by the clerk. 
 
 



Motion made by Chris Balay, seconded by Carl Stoup to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Synopsis of Action 
 

Item 1:   To elect two members to a three-year term on the Regional School  
District #13 Board of Education, said term to expire June 30, 2022. 

 

Motion:  Motion by Robert Moore seconded by a few, to nominate Dr. Victor Friedrich. 
Motion:  Motion by Maya Liss, seconded by Megan Morello, to nominate Melissa Booth. 
Motion:  Motion by Heidi Johnson, seconded by Bill LaFlamme to nominate  Phil Augur. 
 

    The Moderator declared nominations closed. 
 

Discussion: Robert Moore spoke in favor of Dr. Victor Friedrich; Maya Liss spoke in  
favor of Melissa Booth and Heidi Johnson spoke in favor of Phil Augur. 

 

Dr. Victor Friedrich and Maya Liss were present and Phil Augur called in by 
phone to participate as he was away on a business trip.  Each candidate spoke 
on their own behalf.   
 

Questions/comments/concerns by the members included: 
 

• Maintaining a strong music department.  It is unfortunate that cuts were 
made last year to an award winning music program. 

• Full integration of all arts, not just music. 

• People are busy and can’t always attend meetings. 

• Live-streaming BOE meetings is another attempt to get information out to 
the public, in addition to postings on the BOE website. 

• Communication by the BOE is important and parents have stopped 
attending because they felt they weren’t being heard. 

 

The Moderator thanked the candidates for their participation. 
 
Action:   By a ballot vote with:    100 votes cast for Dr. Victor Friedrich 

  74 votes cast for Melissa Booth 
  72 votes cast for Phil Augur  

 

the Moderator declared Dr. Victor Friedrich and Melissa Booth elected.  
 
Item 2:   To elect two members to a two-year term on the Durham-Middlefield  

Interlocal Agreement Advisory Board, said terms to expire June 30, 2021.  
 

Motion:  Motion by Martin French, seconded by a few to nominate Christina Pen.  
Motion:  Motion by Martin French, seconded by a few to nominate Connor Bates.  
 

    The Moderator declared nominations closed. 
 

Discussion: Candidates were both present.   
 

Action:   As there were two positions open, and only two nominations, the moderator  
declared  Christina Pen   and  Connor Bates  elected.   

 

Item 3:   To elect one member to fill a vacancy 2021 term on the Compensation 
    Review/Personnel Policy Commission. 
 

Motion:  Motion by Martin French, seconded by a couple, to nominate Phil Muzio. 
 

The Moderator declared nominations closed. 



 
Discussion: None. 
 

Action:   As there was one position open, and one nomination, the moderator 
    declared    Phil Muzio     elected.   
 

Item 4:   To authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any and all Town Aid  
highway funds (Transportation Infrastructure) that may be due and available to the 
Town of Durham for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2019. 

 

Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis, seconded by Ona McLaughlin. 
 

Discussion: Laura Francis reported that there were no additions or deletions to roads. 
Question asked what appropriations are expected.  Laura Francis responded the town 
receives two grants from the state, Town Aid Road in the amount of approximately 
$220,000 and LOCIP funds that will cover a portion of the chip sealing program. 

 

Action:   By a voice vote with none in opposition the Moderator declared the motion  
passed. 

  

Item 5:    To adopt a total town budget for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 in the amount of  
$7,335,884, less State and Local Revenues of $2,038,411, for a net town budget of 
$5,297,473 as recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting of April 16, 
2019. 
 

Motion:  Motion by Bob Donahue seconded by a couple. 
 

Discussion: Bob Donahue stated all members of the Board of Finance are present tonight and 
have worked together in a non-partisan manner to bring forth this budget.  This fiscal 
year has been a challenge.  Many meetings and many hours spent with departments, 
boards/commissions and consultants, etc. to bring this budget to the voters tonight. 
 

Question/comment about medical transportation expenses; the ambulance having 
approximately $200,000 of their own money while the town funds the ambulance corps 
for the purchase of an ambulance, etc.  What is the name, i.e., Durham Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps, EMS?  Bob Donahue replied that a committee has been created to 
review these concerns. 

 

Comment made that non-union and elected officials shouldn’t receive the same pay 
increase as union members. 

 

Action:   By a voice vote with a few in opposition the Moderator declared the motion  
passed. 

 

Item 6:    To adopt a five-year Local Capital Improvement Plan. 
 

Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis, seconded by several. 
 

Discussion: Laura Francis explained this plan is required to be sent to the state and 
includes numbers in the budget just passed.  Other projects are listed that may be 
approved in future budget years.    

 

Question asked about revaluation.  Is there a bid process and is this company the 
same one chosen 5 years ago?  Laura answered two bids were received:  Vision 
Appraisal and Tyler Technologies.  One bid was for $104,000 and the other 
$99,750.  The assessor will be looking at the bids to make sure all requirements 
are fulfilled before making a decision.  The two bid numbers are lower than the 
amount shown in the budget.  Additional money allocated for computer equipment 
upgrade.   



Action:   By a voice vote with none in opposition the Moderator declared the motion 
    passed. 
 

Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm.  
 

Attest:    Kim Garvis, Town Clerk 
 

 



 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Mil rate set by Board of Finance:       
Date: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Five-Year Local Capital Improvement  Plan (attached)  
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 


