
CALL TO A SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
TOWN OF DURHAM 

 
A SPECIAL TOWN MEETING of the Electors and Citizens qualified to vote at Town Meetings of the 
Town of Durham will be held the 3rd Floor Meeting Room, Town Hall, on Monday, June 24, 2019, at 
8:00 p.m. for the following purpose: 
 
1. To transfer $4,763 from #8432705 Cemetery Stone Repairs Reserve; $1,775 to #432705-56900 

Cemetery Company for the repair of historically significant grave marker repairs and $2,998 to 
#100591-44867 Durham Cemetery Company Revenue 
 

2. To transfer $75,887 in the fy19-20 budget from #8430305-57324 Public Works Vehicle Reserve to 
#9430305-57324 CIP Public Works Vehicles for the purchase of a 2018 Ford F-550. 
 

3. To discuss and vote on the question of whether the Town of Durham shall join the Middletown 
Area Transit District, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 103a of the Connecticut 
General Statutes, as revised. 
  

 Laura L. Francis   John T. Szewczyk  Thomas A. Hennick 
 First Selectman   Selectman   Selectman 
 
  

RETURN OF THE CALL 
 

Return is hereby made, that the Undersigned, on the 11th day of June caused to be posted on the 
Public Signpost in the Town of Durham, a written warning by the Selectmen, and on the 12th day of 
June caused to be published in the Middletown Press, a newspaper having a circulation in the Town 
of Durham, a like warning of the SPECIAL TOWN MEETING to be held the 24nd day of June 2019. 
 
Laura L. Francis 
First Selectman 

  
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

 

Date:   June 24, 2019 
Time:   8:00 pm 
Place:   Town Hall, 3rd Floor Meeting Room 
Moderator:  Norm Hicks  
Clerk:   Kim Garvis, Town Clerk 
Call:   The call was accepted as read by the clerk. 
 
Motion by Carl Stoup, seconded by Rick Parmelee to nominate Norm Hicks Moderator.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
The Moderator reviewed voting procedures and asked those present who are ineligible to vote to so 
signify.  Three people raised their hands. 
 
Motion by Rick Parmelee, seconded by Frank Garvis to amend Agenda Item 2 to “2019 Ford F-550. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Synopsis of Action 
 
Item 1:  To transfer $4,763 from #8432705 Cemetery Stone Repairs Reserve; $1,775 to  

#432705-56900 Cemetery Company for the repair of historically significant 
grave marker repairs and $2,998 to #100591-44867 Durham Cemetery 
Company Revenue 
 

Motion: Motion by Laura Francis seconded by Frank Garvis 
 
Discussion: Laura explained the Durham Cemetery Company is asking reimbursement  

for grave marker repairs in the amount of $1,775 completed by Conserv Art 
LLC.  This represents half of the cost of repair.  The town and the cemetery 
company agreed, years ago, to share 50/50 in the cost of historically significant 
grave markers. 
 
The Durham Cemetery Company gives a portion of each plot sale back to the 
town as reimbursement for the up-front costs of Mica Hill Cemetery.  Last year 
that revenue was put into the reserve account erroneously.  This transfer will put 
the money into the correct account. 
 
Comment made to add cemetery stones of veterans to the historically significant 
list. 

 
Action:  By a voice vote with none in opposition the Moderator declared the motion passed 
  unanimously. 
 
Item 2:  To transfer $75,887 in the fy19-20 budget from #8430305-57324 Public Works 

Vehicle Reserve to #9430305-57324 CIP Public Works Vehicles for the purchase 
of a 2019 Ford F-550. 

 
Motion: Motion by Laura Francis, seconded by several. 
 
Discussion: Laura Francis explained on March 4th during a snow storm one of the Public Works  

Vehicles was damaged beyond repair.  John Jenkins was present to answer any 
questions.  There were no questions. 

 
Action:  By a voice vote with none in opposition the Moderator declared the motion passed 
  unanimously. 
 
Item 3:  To discuss and vote on the question of whether the Town of Durham shall join  

the Middletown Area Transit District, in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 103a of the Connecticut General Statutes, as revised. 
 

Motion: Motion by Laura Francis, seconded by Frank Garvis. 
 
Discussion: Laura recognized Lisa Seymour, Director of Middletown Area Transit.  Laura  

Explained, every town in Connecticut is assigned a service area and Durham is 
assigned to Middletown.  There was a restructuring of the MAT board to be in 
compliance with state statutes.  The debt previously incurred has been repaid.   
The operating costs have been reduced. 
 



As financial and service areas have improved, Laura believes Durham should join  
MAT.  Durham’s contribution is based on the MAT budget and Durham ridership. 
 
Question, “What is the difference between 9 Town Transit and MAT?”  Laura replied 
that Durham is not a member of 9 Town Transit and contracts for services. The service 
area of 9 Town Transit is different. 
 
Lisa Seymour stated wheelchair service is provided.  There is no limit to the number of 
rides and MAT services all of Durham, Middletown, Middlefield, East Hampton, 
Portland and parts of Cromwell and Meriden.  Anyone working at Fedex living in 
Durham can take a bus to Middletown and there is a direct bus to Fedex, about a total 
of 30 minute commute.  The MAT bus service was also changed so there is a direct 
bus to the Meriden train station every fifty minutes.  She added Durham ridership is up 
and includes the Durham Senior trips and out-of-town medical trips twice a week. 
 

Action:  By a voice vote with none in opposition the Moderator declared the motion passed 
  unanimously. 

 
Adjourn: The Moderator adjourned the meeting at 8:21 pm.  
 
Attest:   Kim Garvis, Town Clerk 

 
 
 

 
  


