
May 11, 2020  
Annual Budget Meeting 

Cancelled Due to COVID-19 
Adoption of FY 20-21 Budget and Setting of Mil Rate 

 
Pursuant to Section 15 of Executive Order 7I Issued by Governor Lamont on March 21, 2020, as 
supplemented by Section 1 of Executive Order 7HH issued by Governor Lamont on May 1, 2020, 
and, at their meeting of May 18, 2020, the Durham Board of Selectmen authorized the Board of 
Finance, as the budget making authority of the Town of Durham, to adopt the budget for FY 20-
21 and to set the mill rate sufficient, in addition to the other estimated yearly income of the Town 
and in addition to such revenue surplus, if any, as may be appropriated, to pay the expenses of 
the Town for said fiscal year. 

 

May 28, 2020 
Board of Finance Meeting to Approve and Adopt FY20-21 Budget  

 

RECV’D: Office of the Town Clerk 7/13/2020 11:45am 

BOARD OF FINANCE 
SPECIAL MEETING 

Thursday, May 28, 2020, 6:30 P.M. 
REVISED MINUTES – REVISION IN BOLD  

Meeting held via ZOOM teleconferencing 

 
Call to order 
B. Donahue called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

In attendance: Bob Donahue, Chuck Stengel, Laurie Tuttle, Nancy Cuomo, Caroline Mormile, 
Molly Nolan 
Others in attendance: Beth Moncata, Carlton Stoup, Martin French, Rick Parmelee, Laura 
Francis 

FY 20-21 BUDGET WORKSHOP 
B. Moncata provided updated RSD#13 budget allocation and ECS approved by Board of 
Education at their meeting of May 27, 2020. The revised budget numbers were reviewed by the 
board and were the only changes made to the budget presented at the Annual Budget Hearing. 

Adoption of FY 20-21 Budget and Set Mil Rate 
Pursuant to Section 15 of Executive Order 7I Issued by Governor Lamont on March 21, 2020, as 
supplemented by Section 1 of Executive Order 7HH issued by Governor Lamont on May 1, 2020. 
At their meeting of May 18, 2020, the Durham Board of Selectmen authorized the Board of 
Finance, as the budget making authority of the Town of Durham, to adopt the budget for FY 20-
21 and to set the mill rate sufficient, in addition to the other estimated yearly income of the 



Town and in addition to such revenue surplus, if any, as may be appropriated, to pay the 
expenses of the Town for said fiscal year. 

A motion was made by B. Donahue, seconded by C. Stengel, to adopt a total town budget for 
Fiscal Year 2020-2021 in the amount of $7,081,956, less State and Local revenues of $1,677,147 
for a net town budget of $5,404,809 

Discussion: N. Cuomo read the attached document into the record. L. Tuttle noted for the 
record that she was in agreement with N. Cuomo’s response. In response board members 
discussed the Governors Executive Orders regarding meetings, and the towns tax collector 
discussed the impact on the town’s residents who could benefit from the adoption of the 
deferral and low interest programs for property taxes provided under the Governors Executive 
Order 7S, and fiscal implications of delaying approving the budget and setting the mill rate. 

Vote: B. Donahue-aye, C. Stengel-aye, L. Tuttle-aye, M. Nolan-aye, C. Mormile-aye, N. Cuomo in 
abstention. Motion passed. 

A motion was made by B. Donahue, seconded by C. Stengel, to set the mill rate for the 2020-
2021 fiscal year at 35.78 mills on the Grand List of October 1, 2019, as adjusted, in the amount 
of $703,305,993. Said tax shall be due and payable as follows: 

 Real Estate - ½ payable July 1, 2020, ½ payable January 1, 2021. Taxes in the amount of 
$100.00 and less shall be payable in full July 1, 2020. 

 Personal Property – ½ payable July 1, 2020, ½ payable January 1, 2021. Taxes in the 
amount of $100.00 or less shall be payable in full July 1, 2020. 

 Motor Vehicle – payable in full July 1, 2020. 
 Motor Vehicle Supplemental – payable in full January 2021. 

Vote: B. Donahue-aye, C. Stengel-aye, L. Tuttle-aye, M. Nolan-aye, C. Mormile-aye, N. Cuomo in 
abstention. Motion passed. 

Adjournment 
A motion was made by C. Stengel, seconded N. Cuomo, to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 7:06 
p.m.  
 
Revised Minutes Respectfully Submitted, 
Jaclyn Lehet  

N. Cuomo read for the record. 

We have quite a head-scratcher before us tonight. As the agenda states this evening, the BOS at 
their May 18th meeting by a vote of 2 to 1 authorized the Board of Finance to adopt a budget for 
FY 20-21 and to set the mill rate. This is per Executive Order 7 HH issued by the Governor on 
May 1 st. With this order he deemed that in person voting is unsafe. We now find ourselves in a 
position of total authorization. If we adopt the budget this evening, we will be removing the 



right of our fellow citizens to vote on their budget, a vote that would have taken place at our 
Annual Town Meeting. 

But the situation continues to become more perplexing. Executive Order 7-00 was issued on May 
14th. Here, the Governor states in part "Where As, the election of local officials, and the right of 
voters to choose their representatives in a safe and predictable manner is fundamental to our 
form of government." 

So, as I understand it now, our Annual Town Meeting will take place via zoom on June 29th and 
adjourned to June 30th so as to allow for a drive by vote for the Board of Education and the 
Dmiabb candidates. This is very difficult to process and perplexing and caused me a great deal 
of anxiety. How can voting for our budget be deemed unsafe but the BOE/Dmiabb vote is 
deemed "fundamental to our democratic form of government? 

The suspension of local budget and referendum votes has made many people unhappy. And not 
only here in Durham, a Bethel Board of Finance Member by the name of Cynthia McCorkindale 
has filed a complaint with the U.S. Justice Department against both Lamont and the Bethel 
Board of Finance. She states "we are the only state in New England where the governor usurped 
voting rights" 

This suspension of the vote goes against everything I was taught during my training as 
Registrar. Much time was spent during training on procedures to "protect the vote" and to 
ensure the right of the electorate to vote under emergency circumstances being weather related 
or otherwise. Although I am no longer Registrar, I continue to subscribed same four principles as 
an elected official as I did then: 

-Freedom is an inherent human right, but it is fragile and can be lost through neglect or 
misuse.  -Freedom requires responsibility. 
-Freedom can best be maintained and nurtured through the democratic process. The 
success of the democratic process requires fair and open elections which accurately 
reflect the intent of the electorate. 
-Therefore, it is our unique role as elected officials to serve as gatekeepers of Democracy 

 


