
PUBLIC HEARING ON CHARTER RESOLUTION NO. 269

March 16, 2009 — 7: 00 P.M. 

Amendment of City Charter Sections 17 and 22 Increasing the Terms of the Mayor and Council

to three (3) years and, after a phase -in period, elections for half the Council, the Mayor, and half

the Council in succeeding years. 

Mayor Dougherty opened the Public Hearing at 7: 00 P.M. He deferred to Council President Cullum

who announced that based on information received from City Attorney Ishak he will request

Rescinding the Newly Adopted Charter Resolution No. 269" later in the Council Meeting. City
Attorney Ishak explained the fact that this issue had potential for ballot referendum and information

had been received from the Harford County Board of Elections that all ballot information is required
to be to them by April 3, 2009 rather than April 12th as originally thought for the benefit of absentee

ballots. In order to give citizens the 40 days required by law to request and petition for referendum, it

would be impossible to meet this deadline. Additionally, our Charter says we have to comply with

State law. 

Persons Speaking Regarding Charter. Resolution No. 269 were as follows: 

1) Mr. Dave. Glen — 3020 Lewis Lane; Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078

Spoke on his " confusion" — he personally has never heard anyone say that we need to change the

terms of Council from two to three years from citizens. His feeling is that we have to do the " right
thing for the right reason "; he believes the only " right thing" to do is place this issue on the ballot so

residents of this community have the right to collectively decide what their wish is. 

2) Mr. James Simpers — 456 Lewis Lane; Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078

Stated he has been a resident of Havre de Grace for 69 years and a voter for 41 years. His
opinion was "you don'tfix something that' snot broken "! This should gotoreferendum for citizens to

decide. 3) Mr. Bill Watson — 712 Giles Street; Havre de Grace, Maryland

21078 Stressed that he was present tonight to speak as a "citizen" nota representative of any

volunteer organization heis involved with. His concerns are two -

fold: A. Insofar as lengthof terms — he explained why there should continue to be two ( 2) year terms

for the Council — if nothing else, for mathematical reasons. However, insofar as the Mayor' s

term, he would like to see this become a four ( 4) year

term. . B. Secondly, his main concern is how easy it is to have our Charter (orour Constitution) changed. 

Itis unbelievable to him thata change can be made bya simple majority without people (

citizens) having a direct say in this or any matter. Adecision of this magnitude should be brought

before. the citizens. He asked that this body rescind their

decision. 4) Mr. Jim Ringsaker — 420 Brian Garth; Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 Spoke on

the voting rightsof citizens. When an elected official ceases to be in office for the people

or fails to act on behalf of the citizens, it is the citizen' s right to by ballot voice their

opinion. By extending the term of their office without the voters having any say goes against

the voter's
rights. 5) Ms. Ann Cogan — 704 Chesapeake Drive; Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 Stated

she also is against the changeof terms and asked that Councilmembers be directed to her

letter this past week in "The

Record". 6) Mr. Roy Albert — 221 Spectacular Bid Drive; Havre de Grace, Maryland

21078 Stated he believes there is something backward in our Charter. He is in favorof
electing for two ( 2) years but asked why you would change our Charter and then have the

Public Hearing to ask our opinion? His opinion is that two year terms should be long enough; 

we need to elect fast learners that can become effective
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7) Mr. Bill Putland — 200 Seneca Pointe; Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 Noted he

didn' t want to be redundant, but he also wanted to voice his opinion that he is opposed to

this change in term. This should be something that the citizens should have an opportunity
to vote on. 

8) Mr. Brad Cogan — 704 Cheseapeake Drive; Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078

Expressed the opinion that he believes the Charter needs to be amended as far as the

required number of days required for signatures /petition. 
9) Ms. Ellen Ellcroft — 554 Bourbon Street; Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 Noted she

had just found out about this proposed Resolution in the last week but said she is very
glad the decision was madetowithdraw

this. There being no further comments from citizens, Mayor Dougherty asked if any of. 

the Councilmembers had

comments. CouncilmemberBill Martin: Thanked the public turnout present to support this. He agreed

that something like this should be protected in our Charter and that an issue this important

should definitely goto Referendum. He noted that perhaps as a Council, they need to look into this as

a possible

amendment. Councilmember Barbara Ferguson: Stated that even though some of us here wanted a three (

3) year term, we, too wanted this to goto

referendum. Ms. Mary Martin — 972 Chesapeake Drive; Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 Asked

for clarification regarding the current statusof Resolution # 269. Stated she is "super happy" to hear

that this isbeing

rescinded. There being no further comments, Mayor Dougherty adjourned the Public Hearing at 7:20 P.

M. PROCEEDINGS OF CITY COUNCIL

MEETING March 16, 

2009 CITY OF HAVRE DE GRACE, 

MARYLAND The regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council was called to order on March 16, 2009

at 7: 21 p.m. with Mayor Wayne H. Dougherty presiding and the following members present: 

Council President Fred Cullum, Councilmembers Joe Kochenderfer, Jim Miller, Randolph Craig, 

William Martin, and Barbara
Ferguson. The Pledgeof Allegiance was led byMayor Dougherty and the opening prayer by Pastor

Gary Sieglein ( Darlington & Rock Run

UMCs). On motion by Councilmember Kochenderfer seconded by Councilmember

Ferguson and onsix affirmative votes, the minutesof March 2, 2009 were
approved. PRESENTATIONS/ RECOGNITIONS : A. 

FireFghters of the Month: 1. 

Firefighter Frank Roth & Assistant Chief Steve Allers - (November, 2008) 2. 

Firefighter Ed Grainger & Assistant Chief Wayne Carroll — (December, 2008) 3. 

Deputy Chief Chad Packard & Captain 5 -2 Bob Goll, Jr. — (January, 2009) 4. 

Cpt. Shawn Hurst & Firefighters Josh Hurst, Dustin McGlothlin & Brian Minutoli — February, 

2009) At

this time, Student Lorenzo Amato performed an "Irish Melody" on his bagpipe.) B. 

Presentation on Villagesof Carsins Run (By: Sue Shea & Heather Lamont) Minutes
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A

APPOINTMENTS: ( None) 

OATH OF OFFICE: (None) 

COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS ON AGENDA ITEMS: (None) 

RESOLUTIONS: ( None) 

ORDINANCES: 

A. " An Ordinance by the Mayor and City Council of Havre de Grace adopted pursuant to the

authority of Article XI -E of the Maryland Constitution, Article 23A of the Annotated Code of

Maryland, and Sections .33 and 34 of the Havre de Grace City Charter, for the purpose of

amending Havre de Grace City Code Chapter 31 Building Construction Articles 1, II, III, IV and

V." Councilmember Kochenderfer made a motion to introduce this Ordinance, seconded

by Councilmember Martin, voted on and passed 6 -0 by -voice. The #903 was assigned to

this Ordinance and read into the record. Councilmember Kochenderfer made a motion to

adopt this Ordinance on First Reading, seconded by Councilmember Ferguson, voted on

and passed 6 -0 by roll call. A Public Hearing was scheduled for April 6, 2009 at 7: 00 P.M. 

Mayor Dougherty stated the proper procedure and noted all steps had been followed. 

Councilmember Kochenderfer made some brief comments explaining what this Code basically
includes. 

B. " An Ordinance containing the General 2009 Amendments to the City Zoning Code Chapter 205

by deleting and replacing certain language of Section 205 Articles I, 11, III, IV, V, VI and VII in

Sections 205 -3, 205 -6, 205 -8, 205 -9, 205 -10, 205 -13, 205 -15, 205 -16, 205 -18, 205 -19, 205 -20, 

205 -21, 205 -22, 205 -23, 205 -24, 205 -25, 205 -26, 205 -27, 205 -28, and TABLE I." 

Councilmember Kochenderfer made a motion to introduce this Ordinance, seconded
by Councilmember Miller, voted on and passed 6 -0 by voice. The #904 was assigned to

this . Ordinance and read into the record. Councilmember Kochenderfer made a motion

to adopt this Ordinance on First Reading, secondedby Councilmember Ferguson, voted

on and passed 6 -0 by roll call. A Public Hearing was scheduled for April 6, 2009 at 7:00 P.

M. Mayor Dougherty stated the proper procedure and noted all steps had been

followed. Councilmember Kochenderfer provided a brief synopsis of this Ordinance explaining

that certain sections of this Code are being recommendedfor

amendment. Councilmember Craig thanked Councilmember Kochenderfer for his hard work on

this Ordinance. He also remarked that he hopes there will bea presentation prior to the

second reading of this Ordinance, just asa good meansof

communication. UNFINISHED BUSINESS /OLD

BUSINESS: A. Based on the statement he had made during the Public Hearing, at this time

Council President made a motion to rescind Charter Resolution # 269 due to the finding of

a material mistake. This was seconded by Councilmember Ferguson, voted on

and approved 6 -0 by roll

call. B. Mayor Dougherty presented Council with the "Preliminary 2010 Budget" — stressing that

this is "only the preliminary". This will also be made public in the "Read File" out front. 

Dates were then established for Budget Work Sessions: 1) Monday, March 30th — 6:00 P. M. 

to 8:00 P. M.; 2) Tuesday, April 7th — 6:00 P. M. to 8:00 P. M.; and 3) Tuesday, April

14th _ 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P. M. These work sessions will be

advertised. 
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BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR: 

Mayor Dougherty spoke on recent events he had attended as well as announcing upcoming events. 

1) Regarding recent meeting held. with representatives of the Canvasback Cove Community, he

thanked all the Councilmembers for signing and supporting letter prepared to Chesapeake Bay
Trust. 

2) Noted the City did receive our LGIT Longevity Credit of $16,656.00. 

3) Received notice from MDE regarding upcoming dredging ofthe back

channel. 4) Noted he will be handing information regarding leaseof Citizens Care Center overto

the Council President
tomorrow morning. 5) Read into the record for public information that the Health Department will be

relocating from their Havre de Grace Officeof115 Pennington Avenue to other locations in
the County. 6) Chosen as "Tree City" once again from the Arbor
Day Foundation. BUSINESS FROM THE

COUNCIL PRESIDENT: Also commented on events he had attended, particularly the Ambulance
Corps Banquet. 1) Noted he has still not received any correspondence from the State Ethics

Commission regarding

our submittal. BUSINESS

FROM COUNCIL: 
Councilmember Craig: Directed everyone' s attention to an Editorial in last weeks " Record" from three (3) 
7th graders regarding " zebra mussels ". This is an invasive species that has been discovered in

the lower Susquehanna. Believes this is possibly one of the most important issues we should
be addressing. Thinks we should have our boaters taking some safety measures by making an effort at the

City Yacht Basinto make boaters awareof
this problem. 
Councilmember Ferguson: Thankedall the firefighters that were recognized for

theirefforts. 

Councilmember Kochenderfer: Announced numerous upcoming events and Committee meetings. Wished Kathy Cullum

and Jim Newby a fast and healthy recovery. Councilmember Kochenderfer then expressed his opinion

on the presentation that had been made earlier concerning SB821 and HB1017. His belief is that tax

breaks for facilities associated with continuing care uses placea burden onother

taxpayers. Councilmember

Martin: Expressed his thanks to all those present at the Public Hearing and for their comments.. He

thanked Student Lorenzo Amato for the Ìrish Melody" he provided (Bag Piper). Additionally, he thanked.

all the HdeG firefighters /police /ambulance personnel, etc. for their dedicated service and
relayed information regardinga recent accident his wife was involved

in. Councilmember

Miller: Reported on the upcoming meetings of the D.P.W. Committee, followed by the Planning

Committee. Also noted paving will start this week — notices have gone out. The City will be starting on the 500

to 900 blockof Washington Street, proceeding to 400 block of Lewis Street, 100 and 200 block

of Revolution Street and 100 and 200 blockof Girard

Street. COMMENTS FROM

CITIZENS: Mr. Mitch Shank — 948 Nena Avenue, Havre de Grace, Maryland

21078: Very proud to announce two ( 2) new partnerships and extend invitations to: 1) March 25th — State

is recognizing City for Arts & Entertainment — will be held at 1:00 p. m. at the Arts By The Bay — 

500 Warren Street; 2) A High School age Art Show will be held on Tuesday, March 31 st (6: 00 -8:00

P.M.) Councilmember Miller made a motion to adjourn the meeting, secondedby

Councilmember Ferguson. Mayor Dougherty adjourned the meeting at 8:55

P.
M. 
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