
PROCEEDINGS OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING

August 3, 2009

CITY OF HAVRE DE GRACE, MARYLAND

The regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council was called to order on

August 3, 2009 at 7:00 p. m. with Mayor Wayne H. Dougherty presiding and the

following members present: Council President Craig, Councilmember's Cullum, 

Martin, Shank and Guldenzopf. Councilmember Miller was absent due to being
out of town on business. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Dougherty
and the opening prayer by Father John Elledge ( Retired). 

On motion by Councilmember Shank and seconded by Councilmember

Craig and on five affirmative votes, the minutes of the July 20, 2009 were

approved. 

Presentations /Recognitions: 

A. City employee Patrick Sypolt received a " Did You Know" award in

honor of his exemplary work on the CRS (Community Rating) program. With the

acceptance of this federally sponsored Plan, the citizens of Havre de Grace, who

reside in the designated flood plain, receive an annual five percent savings on

their flood insurance premiums. 
B. City employees Donald Collins and Patrick Sypolt received " Did

You Know" awards in recognition of their joint coordination of the City's Safety
Program. The implementation of this program has resulted in fewer employee
injuries and a savings of $27,000 in insurance premiums. 

Appointments: 

A. On motion by Councilmember Shank and seconded by
Councilmember Cullum, Edward ( Ned) Colburn was reappointed to serve on the

Traffic Safety Advisory Board. 

Oath of Office: 

Mayor Dougherty administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Colburn for a term

of three (3) years ending on August 3, 2012. 

Comments from Citizens on Agenda Items: ( None) 

Resolutions: (None) 

Ordinances: ( None) 



Unfinished Business /Old Business: (None) 

New Business: ( None) 

Business from the Mayor: 

A. Comments. from Mayor Dougherty: 

1) Upon the Mayor's request, Captain Roy Mitchel of the Havre de Grace

Police Department, commented on National Night Out Community Week to be

observed on August 4, 2009. The purpose of the City's participation is to focus

on uniting communities so that neighbors can get to know each other and to rally

together to deter and fight crime. 

2) The written legal opinion requested from the City Attorney concerning the

clarification regarding the term " Retail" as it may apply to a Pawn Shop will be

ready by August 5, 2009. 

3) A tour of the vacated former City Hall building was made. After a full

safety inspection of the building is completed ( particularly the downstairs area), 

a report will be sent to the Administrative Committee along with a request for

suggested uses of the building. 
4) The applications received for the vacant Planning Director's position are

being reviewed. After the top "3" applicants have been selected, the Mayor will

meet with the Council President for briefing. After the three are interviewed by
the Mayor, they will be interviewed by the Council. The intent is to have the

position filled by September. 
5) A meeting with representatives of the Red Flex Tracking Systems will be

held to discuss having speed cameras installed in the three designated school

zones. A Resolution designating these areas will be presented for approval at

the next Council meeting. 

Business from Council: 

Comments from Council President Craig: 
1) The Administrative Committee has met three times during the month of

July. One topic of discussion at the meetings has concerned the appointment of

a council liaison for every City board and commission. 

Councilmember Mitch Shank: 

1) Extended his appreciation to Sgt. Kellie Budnick for her three years of

service on the Traffic and Safety Committee. 

2) Advised that the Susquehanna Lock House Boutique will be open for

the Candlelight Tour with a selection of new items. " The Lock House Ladies" are

making the handmade crafts for the boutique and all proceeds benefit the

operation and maintenance of our Susquehanna Lock House Museum. 

3) A group of eighteen students, who are touring the Bay and promoting
Art, will be displaying some of their artwork at the Arts by the Bay on Friday
evening from 5 — 9 p. m. 



4) Discussed the need for the appointment of a committee to study the
Main Street boundaries focusing on the downtown business district. 

Mayor Dougherty advised that a business plan is underway and will be

incorporated in the MOE Ordinance; and, a proposal addressing parking needs is
also being reviewed. 

5) Councilmember Shank made a motion to have Council appoint a

Committee comprised of individual property owners, business people, etc. to

study the Main Street boundaries focusing on the downtown business district and
to come back with a report of their findings within ninety (90) days. The motion

failed for lack of a second. 

6) Vancherie's Restaurant reopened on Union Avenue and an invitation

was extended to stop in and see Frank and Sharon. 

7) The Mayor and city Council presented a proclamation to Charlie Lowe

for his 90th birthday at Citizens Care Home and wishes were also extended to

Bob Gamble who is celebrating his 80th birthday. 
8) Friday, August 7th will be the First Friday in downtown Havre de Grace

sponsored by the Havre de Grace Main Street, Inc. 

9) An inquiry was made as to when the building at the corner of Stokes

and Girard Streets would be torn down as a local property owner lost a sale

because of the condition of that neighboring building. Mayor Dougherty advised

that steps to tear down the structure were underway and the project would be

completed as quickly as possible. 

Councilmember Guldenzopf: 
1) Advised that she has spoken with many citizens about the

moratorium that was put into place at the last Council meeting and do appreciate
their input. 

2) A sub - committee has been arranged and will meeting on Monday, 

August 10th, at 5 p. m. This sub - committee will address zoning, residential and

business districts, and the historic district. 

3) Extended appreciation to the DPW employees who helped with the

Mari fest event held last week. 

Councilmember Cullum: 

1) A meeting will be arranged with the Finance Committee to discuss

the budget amendment request left in the Council's Read File. 

Councilmember Martin: 

1) Advised that members of the Downtown Business area are making

plans to "dress -up" the downtown area for Christmas. Fundraisers are now

underway to make this project viable. 

Mayor Wayne Dougherty: 
Announced that he attended the 85th birthday celebration of Jack

McLhinney and he presented Mr. McLhinney a proclamation proclaiming the

week of August 3rd the August 6th as "Jack McLhinney Week ". 



Comments from Citizens: 

A. Steve Deacon — 463 Franklin Street, Apt. 3, Havre de Grace, MD

and Linda Morgan, 463 Franklin Street, Apt. 5: 

Mr. Deacon and Ms. Morgan were concerned because they each received a

parking ticket for being parked in a 2 hour parking space for more than the

allotted time. Mr. Deacon and Ms. Morgan received these tickets while parked in

front of their home and feels this to be inappropriate. They have asked for a

Residential Parking ticket. Mayor Dougherty advised that a review of the parking
situation is underway and recommendations for future process will be forwarded

to the Street and Traffic Safety Advisory Board for their input. 
B. David Saulsbury, 204 B Pointe Way, Havre de Grace, MD: 

Mr. Saulsbury advised that he received a parking ticket for parking in front of his

home. To further complicate his situation, due to his mother -in -law's handicap, it
is quite difficult to park his vehicle so far away from the home. Mayor Dougherty
reiterated the fact that a traffic study is underway and suggested that he contact

Captain Mitchell to acquire information needed to apply for a handicapped
sticker. 

C. Tim Ziegler and James Boatman, Joseph L. Davis Post #47: 

Presented Mayor Dougherty with a plaque recognizing him for his loyal and

devoted service to the American Legion. 
D.William Watson, 712 Giles Street, Havre de Grace, MD and

Curtis Coon, 126 Washington Street, Havre de Grace, MD: 

Extended their appreciation and that of the members of Havre de Grace Main

Street to the Mayor and Council for their support of the efforts set forth by their

membership in making the downtown business district the vibrant, healthy area

that it has become. Mr. Watson further stated that "the Board of Director's of

Havre de Grace Main Street, Inc., requests that immediate action be taken by
Council and the Administration within the 120 day moratorium period to produce
a legal framework by which new business applications within our downtown Main

Street District be subject to review and approval. Businesses that are consistent

with the accepted models of historic tourist centers be allowed and all others be

subject to a process of review and approval by a cross section of representative
stakeholders, including citizens, civic organizations, property and business

owners. We also strongly encourage that stakeholders be made part of a

consultation process, prior to the drafting of any legislation." 
E. Allen Fair, 3 Concord Place, Havre de Grace, MD: 

Inquired about the status of the Promenade Committee who, at one point, was

working on a proposal to construct a promenade extending from Green Street to

the American Legion. He recommended that this proposed project be revisited

and that promenade be built. Mr. Fair also asked about the status of the Jetty
Project. 



F. Ms. Debra Guy - Telsing, 456 Majestic Prince Circle, Havre de Grace, MD: 

Ms. Guy - Telsing advised that she, too, wants the Downtown Business District to

flourish. Since the moratorium was imposed she has spoken with several

citizens and has arranged meetings with interested groups. She advised that

although she feels the Pawn Shop would be a viable business enterprise in the

Downtown District, she is willing to perhaps consider other possibilities. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Cullum to adjourn the meeting and was

seconded by Councilmember Guldenzopf. Mayor Dougherty adjourned the

meeting at 8: 25 p. m. 


