
April 24, 2017

City Council --- Proceedings by Authority

State of New York
City of Jamestown ss:
City Council Chambers

A meeting of the City Council of the City of Jamestown, New York was held on Monday,
April 24, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.

Members Present: Council President Greg Rabb and Council Members, Brent Sheldon, Tony 
Dolce, Vickye James, Marie Carrubba, Maria Jones, Tom Nelson, Kim Ecklund, George Spitale  

Members Absent:  

Others Present: Mayor Samuel Teresi, James N. Olson, Director of Financial Services/City
Clerk,  Corporation  Counsel  Marilyn  Fiore-Lehman,  Director  of  Public
Works  Jeff  Lehman,  Police  Chief/Director  of  Public  Safety  Harry
Snellings,  Deputy  Fire  Chief  Chet  Harvey,  Director  of  Development
Vince DeJoy, Principal Planner Bill Rice

City Council President Greg Rabb called the meeting to order and led the assembly in the Pledge
of Allegiance to the Flag.

The Invocation was given by Rev. Dr. William Blair of the New Creation Assembly of God.

Councilman Spitale moved to approve the minutes from the March 27, 2017 meeting.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

201  704A00.01  

Mr. Rensel  I’m  Jim Rensel.  I’m  the  Mayor  of  Falconer,  101  West  Main  Street,
Falconer. Here to talk about the resolution of annexation of the property in Falconer in the Town
of Ellicott and I wanted to share my feelings about that and the feelings of my constituents. The
feelings of my constituents is that it’s nothing more than a money grab. And, to emphasize that;
so you’re aware, the Village of Falconer, the Town of Ellicott or anybody in the school district
has not heard from Mr. Teresi at all. A phone conversation, anything – other than what we’ve
read in the newspapers. And it has been quite challenging to get our opinion and our side of the
story into the newspapers, I might add. 

I’m not happy with the way this is done by a neighboring municipality. I expected to
have a mutual respect type of thing taking place. And if it’s truly done and not a money grab,
then I would expect that a conversation would have occurred regarding challenges, concerns,
goals and objectives. I believe the Mayor has made his decision already. Those of you on the city
council; I didn’t want you left with the impression, or I don’t know what you’ve been told or you
haven’t  been  told.  I  did  not  want  you  left  with  the  impression  that  there’s  been  several
conversations or there’s been the sharing of ideas or sharing of concerns on this. There has not
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been. To date, I have not been contacted by Mayor Teresi on this topic at all. The only thing I
know about this topic, is what I’ve read in the paper and the same goes for my partners in this
situation; the Town of Ellicott,  Mr. McLaughlin Supervisor and Steve Penhollow, the school
superintendent. Neither one of those people have been contacted by Mr. Teresi. And I didn’t
want you thinking that those conversations had occurred. I know Mr. Teresi’s made his decision.
I know that because I read it in the paper. I’m asking you, as the city council members, I think
that there are some city council members on here that don’t agree with the way this is going. And
that have some serious reservations about it. And I’m asking you respectfully, to listen to those
reservations that you have because this wasn’t done right and I believe that there are people on
the city council that agree with me on that. Thank you very much.

201  704A00.02  

Todd Beckerink: Good evening. My name is Todd Beckerink. I’m the President of
the Falconer Central  School District  Board of Education.  I represent five townships and one
village and this is going to affect all six. Our superintendent couldn’t attend tonight so I told him
I would step in; he’s at another meeting. I would like to read off a statement that he and I put
together today discussing this. As Mr. Rensel has said, and I was appalled that none of the taxing
indemnities  were  notified  whatsoever.  Not  a  phone call  Mr.  Mayor.  Not  a  phone  call.  The
schools,  I  can guarantee  you, are in constant  communication with Jamestown Public  School
District  on a daily  basis.  They are members  of the consortium of superintendents.  We share
services with Jamestown Central School District. I’m appalled at the way this has been going.
Falconer  Central  School  is  combining  with  the  town of  Ellicott,  the  Village  of  Falconer  to
oppose the annexation attempt by Jamestown BPU and the City of Jamestown. We feel the city
is trying to shift their tax liability to three local municipalities which they depend on for support
and sharing of services. Assemblyman Goodell, Senator Young and County Executive Horrigan
do not support this annexation attempt due to the nature of the tax burden that would be shifted
from the City of Jamestown to the taxpayers of the Village of Falconer, Falconer Schools and the
Town of Ellicott. By shifting this tax burden, the City of Jamestown is also to have an adverse
effect on the Towns of Gerry, Poland, Ellington and Carroll. The other four townships that I
represent for the school district. Falconer Schools would possibly lose $153,852.00 annually to
the proposed annexation. This would create a significant loss of taxes that would exceed the
district’s capability to collect by increasing taxes of our local townships. As you know, school
districts cannot override the tax caps like city council, towns and villages and counties. We have
to have more than 60% of the taxpayers, voters, to override the tax cap. Our current tax cap for
the 2017-2018 school year is 1.126%, thus $71,000.00. The district would be forced to reduce
spending by an additional $83,000.00 to cover this tax liability. This would most likely involve
the loss of programs and services to our communities.  We find it  disheartening that the city
would seek to reduce their cost by passing the additional burdens to their local neighbors. We
strongly feel that this isn’t the best interest of the surrounding townships and is focused only on
how the City of Jamestown can save money. Thank you.
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201  704A00.03  

Mr. Gardner: Yes, my name is Chris Gardner. I live at 24 Woodlawn Avenue in the City
of Jamestown. I recently got word tonight, just walking in the meeting here, from Mr. Olson that
Ms. Marilyn Flores Nieves Lehman, Mrs. Lehman…

Council President Rabb: Fiore-Lehman, please.

Mr. Gardner: Mrs. Lehman, sent me a letter stating that the City of Jamestown
does not issue mortgages and installment plans for buying land. This land, that I offered a large
amount of money for; $5,500.00, was part of my property originally and the Pillitierri property
next door which were all part of the Jackson Dairy that was one of the oldest farms in the area on
Woodlawn Avenue. And they had a dairy there as well. Mrs. Lehman sent me a letter, which I
have not received yet, so she must have sent it just a day or two ago. Jim was kind enough to let
me read the letter that she gave him. I mean, quite a bit of time has passed since this offer was
submitted. So, they took their time I guess deciding when to come up with some kind of excuse
why not to sell it to me. 

I do not have a good relationship with Mr. Lehman. Mr. Lehman came on my property
when I first bought the house and removed a large quantity of firewood from my home. He also
damaged the driveway. The Mayor of Jamestown, newly elected, issued a letter telling him he
had to repair the road, the driveway and he had to restore the firewood, which he took. He didn’t
really – kind of a quarter, repaired the road. The rest of it, you can ask Brent, is basically a
swamp and it’s going to cost a little bit of money to fix. So that’s coming up next. And as far as
this letter from Mrs. Lehman stating that the city doesn’t issue installment plans, that was not
what the offer said at all. The offer said, full payment will be received on the fifteenth of May
after a mortgage for $4,500.00 received after a down payment of $550.00, upon the council’s
acceptance of the offer. The offer still stands. I don’t know what these other parties are offering,
but  I’ll  tell  you this  right  now, when I  went down to the county tax map office,  they were
appalled  to  see  that  when  Mr.  Rob  Brown,  who  was  really  the  motivation  behind  this  all,
inherited this property that his father supposedly gave him the money to buy, but it turns out he
bought it and then willed it to his son. He died about a month after removing all the flowering
growth and one of the reasons why I bought the house because it had this wild backyard. He
ended up dying. After threatening to kill me because I called the Department of Development up
to ask them if they’d come out and tell them to stop tearing up what is not their property. The
guys down at  the  tax map office  were appalled  to  see that  the lawyer  in  Ashville  who put
together the estate and the inheritance and put the actual city-owned land in the will, like he
already owned it. And they did a similar thing for an alley that ran by the father’s house across
the road. They were appalled to find, that because there was that public right of way, until of
course the city releases it, they went and built a garage in the middle of it without ever getting
the right of way extinguished. So, it’s just one kind of sleazy thing after another. And I would
suggest  you listen  to  these  gentlemen  because  the  people  of  Jamestown are  tired  of  it.  I’m
hearing  people  talk  about  embezzlement.  I’m  hearing  people  talk  about  gangs,  driving  by,
screaming obscenities, threatening to rob people. This city is getting wacky. I mean, there’s a lot
of good things going on here. Come down here on a Saturday night; Infinity, the Ice Arena, the
Reg. There’s a lot of good things going on, but unfortunately, the soft underbelly, where the guts
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of  the  city  is,  is  being  eviscerated.  I’m going  to  talk  to  my attorney  and issue  an  adverse
possession lawsuit for the property that I’ve occupied; the end of it and people who had owned
the house that I live in had used for gardens and – the Jackson’s originally owned it as their cow
pasture.  So,  it’s  been  consistently  used  by  people  at  24  Woodlawn  Avenue.  An  adverse
possession lawsuit is certainly not unrealistic and probably very attainable, so we’ll see if we can
get that filed tomorrow. Thank you.

201  704A00.04  

Mr. Brown: My name is Robert Brown. I’m actually addressing that piece of property
as well. 

Council President Rabb: Mr. Brown, can you state your address, please?

Mr. Brown: 13 Lindsey Avenue. I purchased the house probably eight years ago which
I think we had discussed. I don’t know what Mr. Gardner’s talking about. About my dad leaving
me anything. I bought both pieces of property that I actually own; 13 Lindsey and 18 Lindsey
Avenue. The whole reason why we’re really here to address – we realize it’s city property, it’s a
paper trail. I’ve cleaned it up since I’ve lived there considerably. Every time I clean it up, Mr.
Gardner dumps more stuff on it. I attempt to clean it up; he calls the cops. The cops have been
involved many times. He was arrested last fall over this incident when he started throwing logs at
me. So, I’m just hoping to get this matter addressed; taken care of and case closed on it. Thank
you.

201  704A00.05  

Mr. Tota: Hello,  my  name  is  Anthony  Tota.  I  live  at  144  Clifton  Avenue  in
Jamestown. I’ve been here a few times and I’d like to remind the council about a couple of
pictures that I brought here I believe at the last meeting. One was a dark pickup truck and one
was a blue SUV. Both had loud exhaust, both happen to be in the neighborhood where I stay a
lot. The basis of a complaint now, I have tried to chronologically put this together since the last
meeting. And I know the Chief has tried to call me, at least on two occasions. I have not been
able to respond to his call. I missed it both times so if he’d like to make a response that’s up to
him. Well, regarding either his phone call conversation to me or what I’m about to say. At the
last  meeting,  or  after  the  last  meeting  on  March 28th,  I  called  the  Chief  and left  voicemail
message  to  report  these  two  vehicles  that  I  just  spoke  about,  plus  another  vehicle  that  I’d
reported for a loud exhaust on Maple Street, which is near the area where I happened to be at.
The text of the conversation with the Chief was I was asking for a response from him at this
meeting, on what the Jamestown Police have done with those three vehicles, including a dark
SUV that was around approximately 119 Maple and the two vehicles that I made a point of – that
had  loud  exhaust  and  to  present  his  results,  whether  the  police  have  actually  addressed  it,
whether they’ve ticketed and present that to this meeting. 

We’ve had – I was – on March 31st when I had called the police, I spoke with Officer
Keppel and another officer that came to the residence where I was and at that time I didn’t know
who he was and he came approximately at 8:30 in the morning. About the time that the Chief
tells me that the police will not pull away from the schools for traffic infractions because of the
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protection policy for the schools. Officer Keppel told me that because I made a compliant, even
though, it was traffic, the police would stay in the area. I told him at approximately 9:30 one of
these vehicles that I was talking about and we viewed it, it was right up the street near Beech
Street at the time, gets into his vehicle, the driver, and leaves at approximately 9:30 that day, the
driver got into the vehicle, left. No police were in the area and no police ticketed him. That I
could see. From beyond that, it went to my pursuant to finding out what the laws were and I was
told by Officer Mann later that the police cannot ticket a vehicle that’s not started or is not on the
street. Now if this is the policy, if you have vehicles that are in your neighborhood and we had a
councilwoman at the last meeting,  you were talking about the people on Spring Street and I
believe you made the comment that everybody deserves peace and quiet at their residences. And
I’m certainly not getting it for the last twenty years. And every residence that I go to, these
problems persist. 

Now, Officer Mann’s telling me that you cannot ticket a vehicle unless it’s drivable and
on the street and even if it’s parked on a parking place, you have to address the person while he’s
there. You have to ask him to start the vehicle; he does not have to comply. So, these are the
issues that the police are telling me that they face. I don’t know if they’re true so I decided to
make a written complaint. I went down, I believe on the 14th of April, to make a complaint and
Officer Moore flat out told me that he would not take my complaint. I had notified the Chief
prior to that, telling him specifically I would go to the Jamestown Police Department to file a
written complaint. So, the Chief was aware of it. I asked the Chief to let the people at the office
desk know so I could make the complaint without any problems and immediately Officer Mann,
when he approached me, denied my right of complaint and told me the Jamestown Police were
too busy to take my complaint concerning traffic issues. 

Now, there are a lot of inconsistencies with what the Chief has stated and what the Police
Officers are doing. What the Chief tells me in regards to the schools and that is contradicted by
Officer Keppel who comes to my house, or not my house, the residence that I was at on Maple
Street at approximately 30 minutes after 8:00 am when they should’ve been at the schools. I had
troubles with Officer Mann who would not give me the name of the officer; finally, he did. He
also said – I asked him if the vehicle was ticketed. He would not give me that information and he
stated to me that I don’t need to know that. My response was, if someone just violated the law,
it’s publicly stated and it’s not a question of a private investigation where the police have rights
to privacy. I was just asking if the two vehicles have been ticketed and apparently, they have not.
This is not a tough issue. There are two vehicles in the neighborhood. This has gone on for 60
days and the Jamestown Police simply aren’t doing it in my case. They don’t want to do it in
regards to my case…

Council President Rabb: Mr. Tota, unfortunately, I have to cut you off, but your concerns
are noted and I’m sure the Chief will, at some point, be getting back to you.

Chief Snellings: May I respond now, Mr. Rabb?

Council President Rabb: Absolutely.

Chief Snellings: A couple of things. Officer Keppel is correct, the school zone goes
from 7:30 to  8:30,  so it  would be appropriate  for him to be there at  8:30 and you’ve been
explained that several times. As far as those vehicles go, what Officer Mann told him is correct.
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We can’t force somebody to get into a parked vehicle, start it up to satisfy his complaint about a
loud  muffler.  What  we  did  do  is,  we  actually  assigned  our  traffic  officer  to  sit  in  that
neighborhood, again, which is a waste of his time, he ran the plates to make sure everything was
valid, which they were and he sat; on two separate occasions for at least 30 minutes each time.
Waiting for someone to come out to start the vehicle. It didn’t happen. I don’t have the resources,
nor the time, and it’s, again, unrealistic to expect a police officer to sit there for 8-plus hours,
waiting for someone to start a car. I am not going to do that. As far as Officer Moore goes, I did
try to call back Mr. Tota on several occasions to address that issue. Officer Moore is correct. We
are not going to take a police report about a traffic infraction. It’s not what we do. I don’t think
you’re going to find any AC that does that. We try to monitor the traffic and we cite it when
appropriate. As far as, just for Mr. Tota, because he likes to know this all the time, so far, this
quarter  we’ve  issued 34 muffler  tickets  and we’ve  made 13 arrests  under  the  city  code for
unnecessary noise. Thank you.

Council President Rabb: Thank you Chief. Is there anyone else who wishes to address the
council this evening?

Mr. Gardner: I decided to return this to Jim.

Council President Rabb: Mr. Gardner, you can hand it back, but please no more comments.

Mr. Gardner: There’s also a picture of what Mr. Brown has described as a mess.
It’s good stuff.

Council President Rabb: Thank you, but no more comments please.

STANDING COMMITTEES

FINANCE COMMITTEE
201  704A01  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND: 

RESOLVED, That bills be audited and warrants drawn on the proper funds in payment of
the respective amounts, totals as follows:  General Fund, Capital Fund, Special Revenue Fund
and Trust & Agency Fund $7,304,370.91
 in accordance with the period ending April 21, 2017, copy of which is annexed hereto and a
copy to be filed in the office of the City Clerk, and be it further

RESOLVED, That disbursements in the total amount of $6,165,831.86 and payrolls in
the total amount of $1,138,539.05 as paid by the Comptroller and Director of Financial Services,
a copy of which is annexed hereto and a copy to be placed on file in the office of the City Clerk
be and hereby are approved.

Carried: 9 – 0
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201  704A02  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND:

RESOLVED, That Police Detective Rex Goot be and he hereby is authorized to attend
the Fire Scene Evidence Collection Course to be held at the New York State Academy of Fire
Science in Montour Falls, New York, May 24 - 26, 2017 with expenses paid pursuant to Section
77-b of the General Municipal Law of the State of New York.

Carried: 9 – 0

201  704A03  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND:

RESOLVED, That Police Detective Rex Goot be and he hereby is authorized to attend
the Fire/Arson Investigation Course to be held at the New York State Academy of Fire Science
in Montour Falls, New York, September 18-22, 2017 and September 25-29, 2017 with expenses
paid pursuant to Section 77-b of the General Municipal Law of the State of New York.

Carried: 9 – 0

201  704A04  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND:

WHEREAS,  the  New  York  State  Division  of  Homeland  Security  and  Emergency
Services, (DHSES) is administering the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) State
Homeland Security Grant Program and,

WHEREAS, the City of Jamestown is eligible to receive funding through this program,
now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that  the Mayor and Police  Chief/Director  of  Public  Safety be and they
hereby  are  authorized  to  execute  a  grant  agreement  with  the  New  York  State  Division  of
Homeland Security and Emergency Services, (DHSES) grant program in the amount of One
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) for the period April 1, 2017 through August 31, 2019.

Carried: 9 – 0
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201  704A05  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND:

RESOLVED, That the Mayor of the City of Jamestown be, and he hereby is, authorized
to  enter  into  a  grant  agreement  with  the  Chautauqua  Region  Community  Foundation  in  an
amount not to exceed Nine Hundred Dollars ($900.00) for the purpose of funding a portion of
the cost of the 2017 Parks, Recreation and Conservation Department Summer Bandshell Concert
Series subject to the approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form.

`````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
Councilwoman Ecklund: I just want to go on the record stating our thanks and gratitude to
the Chautauqua Region Community Foundation for yet  again,  another  generous grant  to the
summer programs in the city.

Carried: 9 – 0

201  704A06  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND:

RESOLVED, That the Mayor be and he hereby is authorized to enter into an Advisory
Services Agreement with Mesirow Financial Investment Management, Inc., 353 N. Clark Street,
Chicago, Illinois 60654, to provide investment option selection and monitoring services and to
assume fiduciary responsibility  for all  investment  options included in the City of Jamestown
Section 457 Deferred Compensation Plan and be it further

RESOLVED, that Mesirow’s fee of 0.02% of plan assets will be paid from the City of
Jamestown Administrative Allowance Account provided by the Plan’s third-party administrator,
ICMA Retirement Corporation, subject to the approval of the Corporation as to form. 

Carried: 9 – 0

201  704A07  

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

RESOLVED, That the Mayor of the City of Jamestown be and he hereby is authorized to
enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  Municipal  Insurance  Consultants,  Inc.  5687  Main  Street,
Williamsville, New York 14221, as Insurance Advisor for property and casualty insurance for
the period April 15, 2017 through April 14, 2018 in the amount of Seventeen Thousand Dollars
and no cents ($17,000.00) with one-half of the cost paid by the Board of Public Utilities subject
to the approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form.

Carried: 9 – 0

65



April 24, 2017

201  704A08  

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Jamestown had received a request from its
Board of Public Utilities to initiate proceedings necessary to annex the property known as the
Dow Street Substation; and

WHEREAS,  the  City  Council  acknowledges  the  annexation  of  the  subject  property
requires compliance with the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR Act);
and

WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the Short Environmental Assessment Form;
and

WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the petition for annexation in connection with
the Dow Street Substation property; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Jamestown
hereby accepts the form of the Petition for Annexation; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Jamestown hereby
accepts the form of the Short Environmental Assessment Form; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute the Petition for
Annexation and the Short Environmental Assessment Form for submission to and consideration
by the City Council  of the City of Jamestown whether to  exercise its  powers of annexation
pursuant to the General Municipal Law.  

Councilman Dolce: A couple of quick comments on that. First, I would like to thank
Mayor Rensel and Mr. Beckerink for coming tonight. Obviously, I can understand your concerns
and a lot of your questions. I just want to assure you that this is the beginning of the process.
Nothing tonight is being decided. This is basically just moving the process forward. What we
have  been  told;  we  have  an  annexation  timeline.  If  these  three  resolutions  are  passed  this
evening,  there will  be public  hearings.  There  are  a lot  of steps  in  this  process and I  would
certainly encourage open dialogue with all municipalities involved. This was initiated at the BPU
level and we are just moving it to the next step and the next level. But, I can certainly understand
and  I  would  be  probably  shocked  and  disappointed  if  you  weren’t  here  fighting  for  your
constituents as I would be if I were you. Again, this is going to have to go through a series of
steps. I just wanted to make sure you’re clear on that. If you have a copy of that timeline or if
there’s been any communication with either the BPU or the city management of that. I would
encourage that to happen. Thank you.

Carried: 9 – 0 
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201  704A09  
BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

RESOLVED, That  the City Comptroller  be and he hereby is  authorized  to  make the
following amendment to the 2017 General Fund Budget to recognize additional Consolidated
Local Street and Highway Improvement Program (CHIPS) funding and PAVE-NY and Extreme
Winter Aid as follows:

INCREASE: Appropriations $341,228.00
CHIPS – Capital
H.9551.0500

INCREASE: Estimated Revenues $341,228.00
State Highway Aid 
A.0000.3501 

Carried: 9 – 0

201  704A10  

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

                                                                                                  

In the Matter of the Petition for the Annexation of Territory                                                 
Adjoining the City of Jamestown located within the 
Town of Ellicott and the Village of Falconer
                                                                                                  

WHEREAS, the City of Jamestown is authorized and empowered by Article 17 of the
New York General  Municipal  Law, Section 700  et seq.,  to  alter  its  boundaries by annexing
contiguous land from an adjoining municipality upon the consent of the people,  if  any, who
reside on the land proposed to  be annexed and the consent  of  the governing board of  each
affected  municipality,  following a determination that  the annexation is  in  the over-all  public
interest;

WHEREAS, a proposed Petition for the annexation to the City of Jamestown of certain
uninhabited lands located in the Town of Ellicott and the Village of Falconer (“Petition”) was
presented to the City Council by Mayor Samuel Teresi on or about April 24, 2017; 

WHEREAS, the territory proposed for annexation in the Petition generally consists of
approximately 4.0 acres of land situate in the Town of Ellicott and the Village of Falconer, a
portion of which is owned by the City of Jamestown and on which the City of Jamestown’s Dow
Street Substation is located,  as more particularly described in the Petition and the Schedules
annexed thereto (the “Territory”); 

67



April 24, 2017

WHEREAS, the Petition seeks to annex the Territory for the purpose of bringing the City
of Jamestown’s Dow Street Substation (the “Facility”) within the City’s territorial boundaries,
thereby enabling the City of Jamestown to: a) exert greater control over the Facility and to better
protect the Facility by providing the Facility with the full contingent of the City’s municipal
services; b) remove the City-owned property from the tax rolls of the Town of Ellicott and the
Village of Falconer and reduce the City’s expense for tax liability; c) maintain the stability of the
City’s utilities, thereby reducing the need for drastic increases in the utility rates over the next
five to ten years; and d) incentivize business and industry to return to and develop in the City of
Jamestown and surrounding area by stabilizing and controlling rates for utilities and decreasing
tax liability; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has considered the proposed Petition and determined that it
desires to pursue the annexation of the Territory from the Town of Ellicott and the Village of
Falconer and that the Petition should be formally submitted to the City Council and the Town
Board of the Town of Ellicott and the Village of Falconer for proceedings pursuant to Article 17
of the New York General Municipal Law; and

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Jamestown
(a majority of the members thereof affirmatively concurring) that:

a) The City Council hereby determines to exercise its power under Article 17 of the
New York General Municipal Law to entertain the Petition and consider the proposed annexation
of certain lands to the City of Jamestown, in accordance with the procedures set forth in Article
17 of the New York General Municipal Law.

b) The City Council, together with the Town Board of the Town of Ellicott and the
Village of Falconer, will hold a joint public hearing pursuant to Article 17 of the New York
General Municipal Law to consider the proposed annexation.

c) The  City  Council  will  notice  the  joint  public  hearing  in  accordance  with  the
mandates of Article 17 of the New York General Municipal Law.

d) The Mayor of the City of Jamestown is hereby authorized and directed to do such
further  things  or  perform  such  acts  as  may  be  necessary  or  convenient  to  implement  the
provisions of this resolution.

e) This resolution shall take effect immediately.

Carried: 9 – 0
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201  704A11  

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and he hereby is authorized to enter into a Financial
Advisory Services Agreement with Capital Markets Advisors, LLC, 4211 North Buffalo Road,
Orchard Park, NY 14127 to provide debt management services, bond sale services and other
financial advisory services to the City of Jamestown on an as-needed basis and a Continuing
Secondary Market Disclosure fee of One Thousand, Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($1,750.00),
one-half to be paid by the Board of Public Utilities, subject to the approval of the Corporation
Counsel as to form.

Carried: 9 – 0

201  704A12  

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

WHEREAS, the City of Jamestown (City) proposes to submit to the Jamestown City
Council (Council) and the Town Board of the Town of Ellicott (Town Board) and the Village
Board of the Village of Falconer (Village Board) a petition for the annexation of 4.00 acres of
land situate in the Town of Ellicott (Town) and the Village of Falconer (Village) known as the
Dow Street Substation to the City, which land consists of uninhabited land owned by the City
(Action); and

WHEREAS, the City Council has received and reviewed a Petition for Annexation of the
property known as the Dow Street Substation; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law, as amended,
the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR Act) and the regulations adopted
pursuant thereto by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC),
being 6 NYCRR Part 617, as amended (Regulations), the Council desires to comply with the
SEQR Act and the Regulations with respect to the Action; and 

WHEREAS,  in  furtherance  of  this  objective,  the  City  prepared  Part  I  of  a  Short
Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) for the Action, a copy of which is attached hereto as
Appendix “A”; and

WHEREAS, the Council  desires  to  conduct  a  coordinated  review of  the  Action,  and
therefore,  proposes to seek the concurrence of Town Board and the Village Board, the other
“involved agencies” (as this quoted term is defined in the Regulations), to have the City proceed
as the “lead agency” (as this  quoted term is  defined in  the Regulations)  with respect  to the
Action; and 

WHEREAS, the Council desires to inform “interested agencies” (as this quoted term is
defined  in  the  Regulations)  of  the  Action,  which  agencies  are  identified  in  Appendix  “B”
attached hereto, and to request their comments on the potential environmental impacts of the
Action; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that  the Council  authorizes  the  following
findings and determinations: 
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Based upon an  examination  of  the  EAF and the  Council’s  knowledge  of  annexation
proceedings, the Jamestown City Council makes the following findings and determinations:

1. The Action is described in the EAF attached hereto as Appendix “A”; and
2. The City Council of the City of Jamestown hereby declares its intention to act as

“lead  agency”  for  the  purpose  of  undertaking  a  coordinated  review  pursuant  to  the  State
Environmental Quality Review Act, in connection with the Action; proposed annexation of 4.00
acres of land situate in the Town of Ellicott and Village of Falconer to the City of Jamestown;
and

3. After considering the scope and components of the Action, and the Regulations
set forth at 6 NYCRR Section 617.4, the City Council of the City of Jamestown preliminarily
classifies the Action as an Unlisted action under SEQRA; and 

4. The Ellicott Town Board and the Village of Falconer Board of Supervisors are the
only other involved agencies (as that term is defined in the SEQRA Regulations) and in order to
coordinate  the  environmental  review  of  this  Action  pursuant  to  the  SEQR  Act  and  the
Regulations, the Jamestown City Council hereby determines to provide a copy of the EAF to the
Involved Agencies and to request its concurrence for the City of Jamestown to proceed as lead
agency and to request any comments the Involved Agencies may have regarding the potential
environmental impacts of the Action; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Jamestown, is authorized
to take whatever steps are necessary to carry out this Resolution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Carried: 9 – 0

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

201  704A13  

BY COUNCILMAN SPITALE:

RESOLVED, that the City of Jamestown authorizes and appropriates a minimum of 10%
local match as required by the Green Innovation Grant Program (GIGP) for the GIGP project
Tracy Plaza Green Renovations (No. 1364). Under the GIGP program, this local match must be
at least 10% of the total actual project costs. The source of the local match, and any amount in
excess of the match, shall be by serial bonds, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the maximum local share shall not exceed One Million, Five Hundred
Nineteen  Thousand,  Nine Hundred Eighty-Three  Dollars  ($1,519,983.00)  based  upon a total
estimated maximum project cost for Green Infrastructure of Two Million, Nine Hundred Ninety-
Nine Thousand, Nine Hundred Eighty-Three Dollars ($2,999,983.00). The Mayor may increase
this local match through the use of in kind services without further approval from the City of
Jamestown, subject to Corporation Counsel as to form.  

Carried: 9 – 0
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201  704A14  

BY COUNCILMAN SPITALE:

RESOLVED, that Resolution #201703A19 adopted on March 27, 2017 be and hereby is

rescinded. 

Carried: 9 – 0

201  704A15  

BY COUNCILMAN SPITALE:

RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and he hereby is authorized to execute Change Order #3 to
the Proposal for Engineering Services for EFC GIGP Checklist and Labor Rate Increase for the
Additional Services to Agreement for Tracy Plaza Phase 2 Renovations and Master Plan Design
contract with Greenman-Pedersen, Inc., 4950 Gennesee Street, Suite 100, Buffalo, New York,
14225 per the proposal submitted May 28, 2015 to include changes as follows:

1. Perform services on an hourly basis with a not-to-exceed value of $15,000.00
2. Two rounds of labor rate increases supplement of $11,500.00

for a total increase of Twenty-Six Thousand, Five Hundred Dollars ($26,500.00), subject to the
approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form.

Carried: 9 – 0

201  704A16  

BY COUNCILMAN SHELDON:

RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and he hereby is authorized to enter into an agreement
with Western New York & Pennsylvania Railroad, LLC., 3146 Constitution Avenue, Olean, NY
14760, at their request and the approval of the Director of Public Works, to permanently close
the Fairmount Avenue Pedestrian Underpass with heavy duty fencing so as to prohibit its future
use by pedestrians, at the expense of the railroad per the proposal submitted March 22, 2017,
subject to the approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form. 

Carried: 9 – 0
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201  704A17  

BY COUNCILMAN SHELDON:

WHEREAS, the County of Chautauqua included the City of Jamestown in its bidding
process for construction materials and services; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jamestown has determined that some County proposals may be
the most advantageous to the City; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Director of Public Works is authorized to purchase construction
materials  and services at the prices quoted to the County of Chautauqua and set forth in the
Chautauqua County 2017 Construction Season Purchasing Guide.

Carried: 9 – 0

201  704A18  

BY COUNCILMAN NELSON:

RESOLVED, that the Jamestown City Council approves the Department of Public Works
recommendation to remove the existing traffic signal at S. Main Street and Newland Avenue as
part of the proposed Street Reconstruction 2017, Newland Avenue – Phase 3, and replace it with
four-way stop as per report by the Traffic Division Supervisor dated March 10, 2017, agreement
subject to the approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form. 

Carried: 9 – 0
201  704A19  

BY COUNCILMAN NELSON:

RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and he hereby is authorized to enter into an agreement
with  TKO Properties,  P.O.  Box 2012,  Jamestown,  NY 14702-2012 for  the purchase of  735
square feet of land in the amount of Four Hundred Fifty Dollars ($450.00) that is to be used by
the Department of Public Works as a part of the 2017 Newland Ave. reconstruction program
subject to the approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form.

Carried: 9 – 0
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201  704A20  

BY COUNCILMAN NELSON:

RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and he hereby is authorized to enter into an agreement
with Clark Cowen, 216 Newland Ave. Jamestown, NY 14701 for the purchase of 120 square feet
of land in the amount of One Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars ($175.00) that is to be used by the
Department of Public Works as a part of the 2017 Newland Ave. reconstruction program subject
to the approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form.

Carried: 9 – 0

NEW BUSINESS
201  704A21  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND:

RESOLVED,  that  resolution  201606B20  adopted  June  27,  2016  be  and  hereby  is
rescinded.

Carried: 9 – 0

201  704A22  

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

RESOLVED, that the Certificate of Incorporation and By Laws of the Jamestown Local
Development  Corporation,  as  originally  filed  and  approved  on  April  10,  1981,  are  hereby
approved as updated and restated, and be it further 

RESOLVED,  that  the  Mayor  is  hereby  authorized  to  file  said  restated  Certificate  of
Incorporation and By Laws with the Secretary of State of the State of New York, subject to the
approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form.

Councilman Dolce: This is just to clean up language. We had previously voted on it
and had wording that needed to be added to it, the term and bylaws. Thank you.

Carried: 9 – 0
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS
201  704A23  

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Jamestown voted on November 20,
2016, to recommend to the Jamestown City Council that a 16’ x 100’ portion of an un-named
alley located between Lindsey Ave. and Woodlawn Ave. adjacent to parcels 371.13-1-8, (598
Falconer Street) and 371.13-1-40, be abandoned by the City of Jamestown as a public street, and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the City of Jamestown no longer requires the
aforesaid property known as an un-named alley located between Lindsey Ave. and Woodlawn
Ave. adjacent to parcels 371.13-1-8, (598 Falconer Street) and 371.13-1-40 as a public street of
the City of Jamestown, and 

WHEREAS,  notice  of  the  City  of  Jamestown's  intention  to  abandon  the  aforesaid
property was published in The Post-Journal on January 20, 2017, and thereafter a public hearing
was held on January 30, 2017, in accordance with the provisions of Section 29 of the General
City Law, and

WHEREAS, notice has heretofore been sent by registered mail, return receipt requested,
to the persons and addresses noted on the last preceding real property tax notice issued on the
property which abuts the City-owned property above-described, in accordance with the provision
of Section 29 of the General City Law, and

WHEREAS,  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Jamestown  concurs  with  the
recommendation of the Planning Commission aforesaid; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That a 16’ x 100’ portion of the City-owned property known as an un-
named alley located between Lindsey Ave. and Woodlawn Ave. adjacent to parcels 371.13-1-8,
(598  Falconer  Street)  and  371.13-1-40,  as  shown  on  the  Official  Tax  Map  of  the  City  of
Jamestown, be and the same hereby is abandoned to abutting the property owners, and be it
further

RESOLVED, That the Assessor and Director of Public Works of the City of Jamestown
be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  directed  to  amend  the  Official  Map  of  the  City  of
Jamestown to reflect the abandonment of the above-described property, and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Mayor be and he hereby is authorized and directed to execute quit
claim deeds  conveying all  of the City of Jamestown's right, title and interest  to the abutting
property owners of property known as an un-named alley located between Lindsey Ave. and
Woodlawn  Ave.  adjacent  to  parcels  371.13-1-8,  (598  Falconer  Street)  and  371.13-1-40,
measurements to be determined by the Director of Public Works.

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND, situate  in the City of Jamestown, County of
Chautauqua, and State of New York, bounded and described as follows:

Being part of Lot 19, Town 2, Range 11 of the Holland Land Company’s Survey, and further
known as a portion of an alley sixteen (16) feet wide as shown on a map of the Lister Park Land
Company’s Allotment, Section “C” bounded and described as follows:  BEGINNING at a point
in the west line of Lindsey Avenue one hundred fifty (150) feet southerly from the intersection of
the south line of Falconer Street with the west line of Lindsey Avenue, said point being at the
northeast corner of Lot 6, Section “C” of the Lister Park Land Company’s Allotment and also at
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the point of intersection of the west line of Lindsey Avenue and the south line of an alley as
shown on said Allotment;  thence westerly and parallel with the south line of Falconer Street and
along the south line of said alley one hundred eighteen and eight-tenths (118.8) feet to a point;
said point being at the northeast corner of Lot 6, Section “D” of said Allotment;  thence northerly
and parallel to the west line of Lindsey Avenue sixteen (16) feet to a point; said point being at
the southeast corner of Lot 9, Section “D” of said Allotment;  thence easterly and parallel with
the first described line and along the north line of said alley one hundred eighteen and eight-
tenths (118.8) feet to a point in the west line of Lindsey Avenue, said point also being at the
southeast corner of Lot 9, Section “C” of said Allotment;  thence southerly along the west line of
Lindsey Avenue sixteen (16) feet to the point and place of beginning. 

Carried: 8 – 1 (Sheldon, nay)

Councilman Dolce: Just briefly, I wanted to respond a little bit to Mr. Gardner. I can
certainly understand being upset and somewhat shocked over how things have happened and
again, I can certainly understand your frustration. I do want to mention to you, I think all of us
share some of the other comments, the frustrations of the comments, about conditions of our
neighborhoods; crime, drugs, whatever. But the one comment you made about embezzlement
really hits me and really upsets me. I’ve served on this council for over two decades with two
administrations,  some  fine  people;  probably  over  thirty  to  forty  council  people,  wonderful
department heads and I can honestly tell  you in twenty years of budgeting and dealing with
finances and being Chairman of the Finance Committee, for several of those years, that has not
happened here. I have never seen it. I just need to answer to that. As someone who is the oldest
one on this council, the longest serving member. There have been wonderful, fine people. I’ve
served under  two fantastic  mayors  who have had Jamestown’s  best  interest  at  heart.  We’ve
worked together for years, trying to do what we can with the Chiefs, both the Chiefs, the Director
of Development with housing issues. It’s frustrating for us and we get upset too. I wanted to
respond to that  because one of the things  that  I  can honestly  walk away from this position
someday, I can honestly say that I work with some fine people. All across, not only the ones
here, but those that preceded them and the people in these seats as well. Thank you.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

James N. Olson
Director of Financial Services/City Clerk
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