
July 31, 2017

City Council --- Proceedings by Authority

State of New York
City of Jamestown ss:
City Council Chambers

A meeting of the City Council of the City of Jamestown, New York was held on Monday,
July 31, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.

Members Present: Council President Greg Rabb and Council Members, Brent Sheldon, Tony 
Dolce, Vickye James, Maria Jones, Tom Nelson, Kim Ecklund, George Spitale  

Members Absent: Marie Carrubba 

Others Present: James N. Olson, Director of Financial  Services/City Clerk,  Corporation
Counsel Marilyn Fiore-Lehman, Director of Public Works Jeff Lehman,
Police Chief/Director of Public Safety Harry Snellings, Deputy Fire Chief
Chet Harvey, Director of Development Vince DeJoy

City Council President Greg Rabb called the meeting to order and led the assembly in the Pledge
of Allegiance to the Flag.

The Invocation was given by Rev. Jim Read of the Bethel Baptist Church.

Councilman Spitale moved to approve the minutes from the June 26, 2017, July 10, 2017 and 
July 17, 2017 meetings.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

201  707D00.01  

Mr. Tota: Good evening, my name is Anthony Tota. I live at 144 Clifton Avenue in
Jamestown. I just want to continue what I was talking about, concerning the budget the last time
I was here; the last meeting. There were some statements by the Mayor that I said at the last
meeting  that  were  contradictory  and  I’d  like  to  state  another  one.  He’s  got,  under  page  7,
concerning  the  AIM Program.  The  AIM Program;  and  I’m quoting  the  Mayor  in  the  2015
executive budget: Given the state’s ongoing financial challenges and focus on property tax cap
and freeze programs, it is highly unlikely that there would be any serious legislative initiatives
during the coming year to increase and restore AIM allocations back to their previous levels. I
just want to present another document that’s also part of the – this is also part of the 2017 budget,
so there is a difference in the budget and the Mayor has made a slightly different statement in the
2017 budget concerning the AIM program. But, this is what’s stated in the budget: New York
State’s cut to the city’s general purpose state fund aid because the state included municipal utility
cash revenues and fund balance in the amount of the city’s budget.  I kind of hesitated.  The
reason the AIM budget is reduced was because the Mayor began taking money from the BPU, so
the state realized that the AIM budget would not be the total amount of the budget that the AIM
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budget has been allocated to the city. It’s still there. It’s been reduced, I believe, by the amount
of profit sharing that the Mayor has pulled out of the BPU. 

Which brings me to another – I may run out of time here – I can take it up at the next
meeting – the issues with the BPU and the annexation. There are some legal issues. The BPU has
to – the city has to take money – they’re allowed to take it under General Municipal Law 93 and
94 from the BPU, but that money must be taken in good faith. In other words, the BPU, if they’re
able to operate smoothly without a reduction of that money, that money can be removed and
brought into the General Fund. However, the BPU has raised our electric rates. They use the
excuse  that  they  haven’t  been  raised  in  five  years.  At  the  time,  the  BPU  was  making
approximately $7 million in profits. What was the reason to raise those rates? Partially, I believe
the  reason  they  raised  the  rates  was  the  fact  that  the  Mayor’s  been  dipping  into  the  profit
structure of the BPU after he’s been given legal authority under the state to take funding from the
BPU. The Mayor also has complained about tax exempt organizations holding back on revenues
coming into the city. I believe he has included the BPU in that also, but the BPU in the 2017
executive budget, so far, has been allocated about $2 million to pay the city for property tax, or
taxes in lieu of property taxes.  So, it’s  incorrect  about the Mayor. He is creating the wrong
impressions.  The reason the  BPU is  in  trouble  and is  raising rates  is  because  the Mayor is
dipping  from  the  profit  structure  and  it  needs  to  stop  and  there  needs  to  be  some  more
responsible  planning including expanding the tax base by bringing in  people,  factories,  here
instead of increasing taxes and driving people away. Thank you.

201  707D00.02  

Melinda Stoller: Hello. My name is Melinda Stoller. I live in Jamestown; 17 West Cowden
Place. I have some concerns regarding the annexation of the substation. I’m just not sure how
that will benefit Falconer. This is a learning experience for me. This is actually the first time I’ve
been here, but I’m not sure how the school district will be affected in Falconer and how the
residents will be affected. Maybe Jamestown will benefit, but I’m not sure how Falconer will
benefit and they’re our close neighbor and so I’m seeking more answers.

Council President Rabb: Are you asking a question or making a statement? Could you go
back to the microphone, please? I’m glad you’re here. Thank you for coming.

Ms. Stoller: Well,  I’m concerned and like I said, this  is new for me and I’m being
educated on some things. So, I wasn’t sure the protocol of you answering a question for me. Is it
possible for you to answer a question? How this might benefit Falconer; the school district and
the residents of Falconer? 

Council President Rabb: You would have to go to Falconer to ask that question. Our job is
to do what’s in the best interest of Jamestown. I can’t speak for Falconer or the Falconer school
district.  That would be totally inappropriate. It sounds like I’m avoiding your question, but I
really can’t because I’m a member of this council and not the Falconer Village Board or the
Falconer school district.

Ms. Stoller: Well,  I would hope that there would be – everybody would look at the
positives and the negatives. For Jamestown and Falconer. That’s what I would hope.
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Council President Rabb: And we will. Absolutely. Thank you.
201  707D00.03  

Mr. Gardner: My name is Chris Gardner. I live at 24 Woodlawn Avenue in Jamestown,
New York. The answer to your question is, it will not benefit the Falconer school district at all. It
would deplete the Falconer school district budget of close to $200,000.00. And the city doesn’t
seem to care about that. They are making a colossal blunder. I have a question Mr. Rabb, who is
the person that came up with this petition? Who is the first person to sign it? 

Council President Rabb: I’m not sure I understand.

Mr. Gardner: The petition to take over the Dow Street property. 

Council President Rabb: The  City  Council  made  a  decision  to  start  the  process  of
annexation. 

Mr. Gardner: Well at the school meeting, the hearing, that all the Falconer firemen were
at. A lot of people from Falconer; they said there was a petition. Created by the city. And that’s
what I’m asking. Who created this petition?

Council President Rabb: Well, the City Council made a decision, unanimously…

Mr. Gardner: Who’s idea was it?

Mr. Olson: This isn’t a debate.

Council President Rabb: I don’t know if I can answer that question, so it sounds like I’m
avoiding it, but again the City Council unanimously made a decision to start the petition process
which is still underway.

Mr. Gardner: Well, here’s the problem. You’re playing politics. Not just with the City of
Jamestown, but with the Village of Falconer and the Town of Ellicott.  And it’s  the handout
mentality and it starts at the top. And this arrogant attitude filters down right to the employees in
the  street,  where  you’ve  got  four  guys  working for  the  BPU watching two guys  work.  It’s
become just ridiculous and the tax base of this city is next to nothing except for the people who
own the houses that are funded by the federal government, funded by HUD, and they become
millionaires or close to it from public monies. And that’s the problem. It’s the handout mentality.

I’d like to switch, though, to a very positive thing. We’re at a wonderful time right now in
the City of Jamestown. The Lucy Fest is blossoming. I mean, it’s a great time for the city; this
partnership with Chautauqua is kicking in. People from Chautauqua are being brought down to
the city. I worked in Chautauqua throughout the 80s and the 90s with my company New Frontier,
which I created at Jamestown Community College; everything was done on the computers at
JCC. I met these people at Chautauqua and these people have a lot of money, they have a lot of
ideas and they want to get off the Chautauqua grounds and see what’s great about the county.
There are so many public theaters here now in Jamestown. Where speakers or artists or people
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who are up at Chautauqua could come to the city and utilize those venues. I mean, it’s a great
time for the city if the city takes advantage of it and stops playing politics with the city and gets a
city manager who can share in the development and the basic administrative chores of the city.
So that there aren’t million-dollar shortfalls discovered by the State Comptroller in the budget.
Thank you.

201  707D00.04  

Jim Fusco: Jim Fusco, 415 Colfax. One more thing I’d like to say about that paper
street; it looks like a dump back there. In back of my house, there’s a pile of stuff as high as this
doorway that’s been thrown back there. I don’t know who threw it back there, but it’s been back
there. They’re going to put drainage in, I think they should clean up the street; all the way down
one way, down to Chambers. There’s everything in that – there’s a pile right behind my house
and I don’t know what there is anywhere else, but there’s a lot of stuff being thrown in there. As
well as putting drainage in there, I think it should be cleaned out too. And take down the trees
that are rotted and the branches and do that also besides the drainage. Before they expect people
to buy the place; buy the land. That’s all I have to say.

201  707D00.05  

Ms. Mason: My name is Raven Mason. I’m a resident of Jamestown as well as I own
property in Falconer. 

Council President Rabb: What’s your address in Jamestown, please?

Ms. Mason: It’s 45 Lovall  Avenue. I guess my question is, if you can’t answer the
question  of  how  this  annexation  doesn’t  or  does  benefit  Falconer;  how  does  it  benefit
Jamestown? Falconer is a neighboring village among other villages and townships that we need
to care about their well-being to even help our well-being. So, I’m not sure – I’d like the question
answered as to how does annexing Falconer help Jamestown? 

Council President Rabb: Thank you. We haven’t made that official determination here yet at
the city council. That’s coming up later. Again, the only thing the city council did is we passed a
motion unanimously to start the process. Later in the process, we have to make a determination
that this is in the best interest of the City of Jamestown. So, that has yet to be done.

Ms. Mason: And I guess too, for clarification, how did it come to that decision? That
an annexation would be in the best interest?

Council President Rabb: Well,  as  I  said,  we  haven’t  said  that  yet.  All  we  did  was
unanimously approve the motion to start the process. A decision will be made later down the
road as to whether or not it’s in the best interest of the city.

Councilman Dolce: Mr. President, if I could add, the initial recommendation came from the
BPU Board and they passed it along to city council. It was a discussion at the BPU level and
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their administrative team and their board came to us and asked for us to begin the process to
explore the option of annexation. Thank you.

Council President Rabb: Thank you.

Ms. Mason: Okay. Thank you.

STANDING COMMITTEES

FINANCE COMMITTEE
201  707D01  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND: 

RESOLVED, That bills be audited and warrants drawn on the proper funds in payment of
the respective amounts, totals as follows:  General Fund, Capital Fund, Special Revenue Fund
and Trust & Agency Fund $5,107,459.44
 in accordance with the period ending July 28, 2017, copy of which is annexed hereto and a copy
to be filed in the office of the City Clerk, and be it further

RESOLVED, That disbursements in the total amount of $3,874,104.73 and payrolls in
the total amount of $1,233,354.71 as paid by the Comptroller and Director of Financial Services,
a copy of which is annexed hereto and a copy to be placed on file in the office of the City Clerk
be and hereby are approved.

Carried: 8 – 0

201  707D02  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND:

RESOLVED, That the Mayor be, and hereby is authorized to enter into an agreement
with the Patricia Bush, d/b/a Pick of the Litter, 1805 E. Elmwood Ave., Falconer, New York
14733  for  the  time  period  August  1,  2017  through  July  31,  2022  for  the  proper  care  and
sheltering of stray dogs that may be placed by the City of Jamestown Animal Control Officer, a
City of Jamestown Police Officer or a resident of the City of Jamestown in an amount not to
exceed Two-Thousand Three Hundred Dollars ($2,300.00) per month for 360 dogs per year and
Ninety Dollars ($90.00) beginning with the 361st dog, subject to the approval as to form by the
Corporation Counsel. 

Carried: 8 – 0
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201  707D03  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND:

WHEREAS, the Chautauqua Region Community Foundation is desirous of contributing
Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) to the City of Jamestown for the purpose of funding a portion
of the petting zoo expenses incurred July 8,  2017 at  the McCrea Point Park festivities,  now
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the City of Jamestown hereby accepts the donation, and be it further

RESOLVED,  that  the  Jamestown  City  Council  hereby  extends  its  appreciation  and
gratitude  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  City  of  Jamestown  to  the  Chautauqua  Region
Community Foundation for its generous donation.   

Carried: 8 – 0

201  707D04  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND:

RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Jamestown be and he hereby is authorized to
enter  into an agreement  with the County of Chautauqua Youth Bureau, in an amount  not to
exceed One Thousand, Five Hundred dollars ($1,500.00), for the purpose of funding a portion of
the 2017 Parks, Recreation and Conservation Department Summer Playground Program subject
to the approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form.

Carried: 8 – 0
201  707D05  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND:

RESOLVED, That  warrants  be  drawn and paid  to  the  respective  owners  and paying
agents the sum of Fifty-Four Thousand, Three Hundred Eighty-One Dollars and Twenty-Seven
Cents ($54,381.27) in accordance with the bond and note requirements as follows:

Public  Improvement  Bonds  Series  A, issue  of  April  22,  2015,  Fifty-Four  Thousand,  Three
Hundred Eighty-One Dollars and Twenty-Seven Cents ($54,381.27) for six months interest at
4.00% per annum on Three Million, Six Hundred Forty-Five Thousand Dollars ($3,645,000).

Carried: 8 – 0
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201  707D06  

BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND:

RESOLVED, That  warrants  be  drawn and paid  to  the  respective  owners  and paying
agents the sum of Seventy-Six Thousand, Three Hundred Eighty-Seven Dollars and Fifty Cents
($76,387.50) in accordance with the bond and note requirements as follows:

Public  Improvement  Bonds,     issue  of  November  19,  2013,  defeasance  of  2004  Chautauqua
County  IDA bonds,  Seventy-Six  Thousand,  Three  Hundred  Eighty-Seven  Dollars  and  Fifty
Cents ($76,387.50) for six months interest at 2.00% per annum on Four Million, Eight Hundred
Ninety Thousand Dollars ($4,890,000).

Carried: 8 – 0

201  707D07  

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

WHEREAS,  under  the  Community  Development  Block  Grant  (CDBG)  and  HOME
programs,  entitlement  communities  are  allotted  funds  to  implement  housing,  neighborhood,
community, and economic development activities; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jamestown has been designated an entitlement community and is
eligible  to  prepare  and  submit  an  Annual  Action  Plan  which  includes  proposed  housing,
neighborhood, community, and economic development activities to be funded through the City's
CDBG and HOME Program funding allotments; and

WHEREAS, in conjunction with an extensive public input process conducted by the City
of Jamestown’s Department of Development, the staff has developed a draft FY 2017 Annual
Action  Plan  which  includes  proposed  housing,  neighborhood,  community,  and  economic
development activities to be funded with $1,056,212 through the 2017 CDBG allocation and
$231,230 through the 2017 HOME allocation, for a total of $1,286,443; and

WHEREAS,  said  development  activities  will  occur  in  designated  target  areas  in  the
community  and  include  a  variety  of  housing  rehabilitation,  infrastructure,  planning,  public
services, and economic development initiatives; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the extensive, informal, public input process conducted by the
Department of Development, two (2) required public hearings were held on April 18 th, 2017, and
June 22nd, 2017, for the purpose of obtaining citizen input regarding the FY 2017 Annual Action
Plan and the specific CDBG and HOME activities to be contained therein; and 

WHEREAS, the draft FY 2017 Annual Action Plan has been available for public review
for a minimum of 14 days as required by U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) regulations; and
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WHEREAS, additional comments of support and public input were received during the
aforesaid  public  input  period  and  carefully  considered  by  Administration  officials  and  City
Council members; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized and directed to submit the draft
FY 2017 Annual  Action Plan,  including the specific  CDBG and HOME activities  contained
therein, to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development; and be it further 

RESOLVED; that  the  specific  CDBG and HOME activities  contained within  the  FY
2017 Annual Action Plan will be comprised of the list hereto attached.

The City of Jamestown’s proposed FY 2017 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and
HOME Annual Action Plan is summarized as follows:

Summary of FY 2017 CDBG Activities:
Proposed Low-Moderate Benefit Activities: (87.22% of Active Funds):

Activity Amount
A.D.A Improvements – Public Facilities $180,212
Neighborhood Target Area Infrastructure Improvement Program $296,000
Neighborhood Target Area Demolition $150,000
Owner Occupied Emergency Repair Program $30,000
Downtown Handicapped Accessibility Improvement Program $120,000
Neighborhood Target Area Rental Rehabilitation $90,000
Target Area Code Enforcement Officer $55,000

SUB-TOTAL (Low-Moderate Benefit Activities) $921,212

Proposed Slums and Blight Activities: (12.78% of Active Funds):

Activity Amount
Target Areas Greenlining Façade Improvement Program $130,000
Planning and Technical Assistance $5,000

SUB-TOTAL (Slums and Blight Activities) $135,000

Total (CDBG Program) $1,056,212

Summary of FY 2017 HOME Program Activities:

Activity Amount
Citywide Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation $195,698
CHDO Set-Aside (15%) $34,533

TOTAL (HOME Program) $230,231

Carried: 8 – 0
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201  707D08  

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

RESOLVED, That the Mayor of the City of Jamestown be, and he hereby is, authorized
to enter into an agreement with the State of New York Unified Court System, Eighth Judicial
District for Court Cleaning and Minor Repairs (Contract No. C300343) of the Jamestown City
Court  facilities  in  the  amount  of  Thirty-Four  Thousand,  Two  Hundred  Sixty-One  Dollars
($34,261.00) for the April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018 time period subject to the approval of the
Corporation Counsel as to form.

Carried: 8 – 0 

201  707D09  
BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

RESOLVED, that Mayor Samuel Teresi and Police Chief/Director of Public Safety Harry
S. Snellings be, and they hereby are,  authorized to enter into an agreement  with the City of
Jamestown School District for providing three (3) School Resource Officers in the Jamestown
Public Schools in the amount of Ninety-Five Thousand Dollars ($95,000) per officer per year for
a term of one (1) school year beginning September 1, 2017 and ending June 30, 2018, with an
option for summer school in the amount of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000) per officer per
year, subject to the approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form.

Councilman Dolce: Just a quick comment. This is an addition. The school system, first of all,
is paying for these, this does not come out of the city budget. There is an additional officer that is
being hired.  In  recent  years,  we’ve had one at  the  high school.  We added one to  the Tech
Academy this past year and now there’s going to be another officer. The school system has asked
for another officer to be shared among the three middle schools. Thank you.

Carried: 8 – 0

201  707D10  
BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

WHEREAS,  On  January  22,  2002  the  Jamestown  City  Council  adopted  resolution
number 200201C03 that effective immediately and until further notice instituted a hiring freeze
for the City of Jamestown, and

WHEREAS, On November 20,  2006 the  Jamestown City  Council  adopted  resolution
number 200611B17 to extend the freeze to any change in employment from Part-Time to Full-
Time status, and

WHEREAS, it  has become apparent that within the Jamestown Police Department  an
effort to effectively manage the city’s day-to-day responsibilities in a cost efficient manner, it is
in  the City  of  Jamestown’s  best  interest  to  lift  the  hiring  freeze  for  a  certain  position,  now
therefore be it 
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RESOLVED, that effective immediately the Jamestown City Council hereby suspends the
hiring freeze instituted by resolution number 200201C03 and resolution number 200611B17 and
authorizing the filling of the following positions due to the essential nature of the position. 

 Two  (2)  Police  Officers  in  the  Jamestown  Police  Department  (funded  through  an
agreement with the Jamestown Public Schools for School Resource Officers).     

Councilman Dolce: That goes along with Resolution 9.

Carried: 8 – 0

201  707D11  
BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE:

WHEREAS. On September 4, 1945, the Jamestown City Council adopted a resolution
authorizing an agreement with the Union Rescue Mission to purchase The Everett Hotel, 7-11
West  First  Street  owned  by the  City  of  Jamestown,  in  the  amount  of  One hundred  dollars
($100.00), and

WHEREAS, the Union Rescue Mission had been operating a mission for homeless men
at the Everett Hotel owned by the City of Jamestown for several years prior to this date rendering
a community service in relieving the City of Jamestown Police Department of lodging these
individuals, and 

WHEREAS,  as  a  part  of  the  agreement  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Jamestown  was
authorized to execute a warranty deed with the understanding that if at any time in the future the
Mission would cease to exist or its present purpose of community service shall be discontinued,
the  title  to  the  property  would  revert  to  the  City  of  Jamestown and that  the  Union Rescue
Mission  or  its  authorized  representatives  would  provide  such  deed  or  deeds  to  the  City  of
Jamestown, and 

WHEREAS, The United Christian Advocacy Network Inc., P.O. Box 202, Lakewood,
New York 14750 has purchased the property from the former Union Rescue Mission, and 

WHEREAS, the City of Jamestown has no interest in re-assuming the ownership of the
property at 7-11 West First Street, now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Jamestown is hereby authorized to sign the
required documents necessary to relinquish the city’s rights to assume ownership to said property
at 7-11 West First Street.    

Carried: 8 – 0
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

201  707D12  

BY COUNCILMAN SPITALE:

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission  of  the City of  Jamestown voted  on April  18,
2017, to recommend to the Jamestown City Council  that the City-owned property known as
Osborne Street that is located between the southern boundary of Wilton Ave., to the northern
boundary of parcel 404.06-3-17, be abandoned by the City of Jamestown as a public street, and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the City of Jamestown no longer requires the
aforesaid property known as Osborne Street that is located between the southern boundary of
Wilton Ave., to the northern boundary of parcel 404.06-3-17 as a public street of the City of
Jamestown, and 

WHEREAS,  notice  of  the  City  of  Jamestown's  intention  to  abandon  the  aforesaid
property was published in The Post-Journal on July 21, 2017, and thereafter a public hearing was
held on July 31, 2017, in accordance with the provisions of Section 29 of the General City Law,
and

WHEREAS, notice has heretofore been sent by registered mail, return receipt requested,
to the persons and addresses noted on the last preceding real property tax notice issued on the
property which abuts the City-owned property above-described, in accordance with the provision
of Section 29 of the General City Law, and

WHEREAS,  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Jamestown  concurs  with  the
recommendation of the Planning Commission aforesaid; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the City-owned property   known as Osborne Street,   that is located
between the southern boundary of Wilton Ave., to the northern boundary of parcel 404.06-3-17,
as  shown  on  the  Official  Tax  Map  of  the  City  of  Jamestown,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is
abandoned to abutting property owners with the condition that a perpetual/permanent easement
for purposes of constructing, maintaining, repairing and replacing public utility facilities, storm
water management structures and  their  associated appurtences be conveyed and the described
property shall be subject to any and all utility easements or rights-of-way of record that may
validly affect the described premises, and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Assessor and Director of Public Works of the City of Jamestown
be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  directed  to  amend  the  Official  Map  of  the  City  of
Jamestown to reflect the abandonment of the above-described property, and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Mayor be and he hereby is authorized and directed to execute
quite claim deeds conveying all of the City of Jamestown's right, title and interest to the abutting
property  owners  of  property  known as  Osborne  Street  that  is  located  between  the  southern
boundary of Wilton Ave., to the northern boundary of parcel 404.06-3-17, measurements to be
determined by the Director of Public Works.

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND, situate  in the City of Jamestown, County of
Chautauqua and State of New York, and further known as a portion of Osborn Street (50) feet
wide as shown on a map of the O. F. Price Allotment “M” , bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING on the westerly line of Osborn Street at the northeast corner of Lot 74 on said map
of the O. F. Price Allotment “M”,  easterly 50 feet and parallel with the south line of Wilton
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Avenue to the northwest corner of Lot 31 of said allotment and the easterly line of Osborn Street;
thence southerly 280 feet  along the easterly line of said Osborn Street and the westerly line of
Lots 31, 30,29, 28 and a portion of 27 to a point 30 feet south of the northwest corner of Lot 27;
thence westerly 50 feet and parallel  with the south line of Wilton Avenue to a point on the
westerly line of Osborn Street, 30 feet south of the northeast corner of Lot 78 of said allotment;
thence northerly 280 feet along the westerly line of said Osborn Street and the easterly line of a
portion of Lot 78, 30 feet and Lots 77, 76, 75 and 74 to the point and place of beginning.
ALSO
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND, situate  in the City of Jamestown, County of
Chautauqua and State of New York, and further known as a portion of Osborn Street (25) feet
wide , bounded and described as follows: BEGINNING at a point in the west line of Osborn
Street 439 feet southerly from the intersection of the south line of Cole Avenue and the west line
of Osborn Street; thence easterly 25 feet to the center line of Osborn Street; thence southerly
along the center line of Osborn Street 100 feet to a point; thence westerly 25 feet to the west line
of Osborn Street; thence northerly along the said west line of Osborn Street 100 feet to the point
or place of beginning.

Councilman Spitale moved to table the resolution.

Carried: 8 – 0

201  707D13  

BY COUNCILMAN NELSON:

RESOLVED that the Mayor be and he hereby is authorized to execute an agreement with
R. Patti Concrete Excavating, LLC, P. O. Box 3081, Jamestown, NY  14702 for 2017 Phase 2
ADA Sidewalk Ramps in an amount not to exceed Two Hundred Seventy-Three Thousand Three
Hundred Forty-Five Dollars ($273,345.00) subject to approval of the Corporation Counsel as to
form.

Carried: 8 – 0

201  707D14  

BY COUNCILMAN SHELDON:

RESOLVED, That the Mayor be and he hereby is authorized to execute an agreement with R. 
Patti Concrete Excavating, LLC, P. O. Box 3081, Jamestown, NY 14702 for Concrete Work:  
Street Reconstruction 2017, Newland Ave. – Phase 3, in the following amounts:

10,250 SF Flat Work: 4 inch at $5.90  SF
3300 SF Flat Work: 6 inch at $6.45  SF
2500 LF Standard 18" Curb & Gutter at $24.00    LF
170 LF Steps at $50.00    LF
4 EA Steps Hand Railing at $675.00  EA
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55 SY Asphalt Pavement: Min 5” depth at $45.00  SY 
30 EA Core Drill: 4 inch diameter with 20’ of 4” drain pipe at $125.00   EA
100 TON Additional Stone at $ 22.50   TON
10 CY Additional Excavation: $ 0.00   CY
130 SF Detectable warning surface for ADA Accessible Curb Cuts at $25.00 SF

In an amount not to exceed One Hundred Sixty-Four Thousand Six Hundred Eighty Five Dollars
($164,685.00), subject to the approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form

Councilman Spitale: That’s for the curb work on Newland Avenue.

Carried: 8 – 0

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
201  707D15  

BY COUNCILWOMAN JONES:

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Jamestown as follows:
Section 1.  Chapter 274. Taxicabs. of the Code of the City of Jamestown is hereby renamed as
follows.

 CHAPTER 274 TAXICABS, LIVERIES

Section   2  .  Chapter 274-1. Definitions, of the Code of the City of Jamestown is hereby amended
as follows.

§     274-1. Definitions.   

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

DISPATCHER
An  individual  or  individuals  who  operate  pursuant  to  federal  law
governing  communications  on  two-way  radios  and  dispatch  various
liveries and/or taxicabs to locations pursuant to requests by potential
passengers.

DRIVER
A person licensed to drive a taxicab or livery in the City of Jamestown.

FLEET OPERATOR

A  person,  firm  or  corporation  owning  and  operating  five  or  more
taxicabs or liveries.

INDIVIDUAL OPERATOR
A person,  firm or  corporation owning and operating fewer than five
taxicabs or liveries.
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OWNER
Includes  any  person,  firm,  corporation  or  association  owning  and
operating one or more taxicabs or liveries.

OWNER DRIVER
A person  who owns  a  taxicab or  livery  and  drives  his  own  vehicle
exclusively.

PERSON
Includes individuals, firms and corporations.

TAXICAB -  A passenger automobile with a seating capacity in the interior
thereof  for  seven  or  fewer  passengers,  operated  for  the  purpose  of
transporting  persons  for  hire  from  points  of  origin  within  the  City  of
Jamestown which either: cruises the streets of the City of Jamestown for the
purpose of securing passengers; or receives calls from individuals or from
dispatchers for the purpose of transporting passengers for hire.

LIVERY  -  A  passenger  automobile  with  an  interior  seating  capacity  for  seven  or  fewer
passengers which transports fares for hire. However, a livery service shall not secure business by
cruising the streets or by soliciting fares in public places. A "livery" may have the word "livery"
and the name of the owner or company on the vehicle. A "livery" shall not, however, have placed
upon it  a  dome light  or  other  lights  located  on the  roof of  the vehicle  or the words  "taxi,"
"taxicab"  or  words  of  similar  import  or  any other  distinctive  or  unusual  equipment,  device,
design, color, numbers or lettering liable to deceive the public that such a vehicle is a taxicab.

   

Section    3  .  Chapter  274-2. Display of Rates. of the Code of the City of Jamestown is hereby
amended as follows.
Every taxicab shall have affixed in a conspicuous place inside the cab, in such a manner as to be
clearly visible, a detailed schedule of rates Editor's  Note:  The current schedule of  rates is  on file and
available  for  inspection  in  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk.  which,  prior  to  becoming  effective,  shall  be
approved by the Public Safety Committee of the City Council and such approval noted by the
signature of the Chairman thereof. 

Section   4  .  Chapter 274-6. Taxicab operator’s license. of the Code of the City of Jamestown is
hereby renamed and amended as follows.

§     274-6. Taxicab/Livery operator's license.   

A. License required. No person shall drive a taxicab/livery and no person shall permit another to
drive a taxicab/livery within the City without first having obtained and paid for a license from
the City Clerk under the provisions of this section. 

B. Submission of and information required by application. 

(1) Application for a license to drive a taxicab/livery within the City shall be made to the Chief of
Police/Director  of  Public  Safety upon a blank form to be furnished by the City Clerk.  The
applicant for such license shall be at least 18 years of age, shall have obtained a New York State
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Class A commercial driver license (CDL), Class B commercial driver license (CDL), Class C
commercial driver license (CDL), or Class E driver license, shall be able to read and write the
English language and shall be of sound body and mind. He shall furnish such other information
relating to his character and fitness as the Chief of Police/Director of Public Safety may require.
Any change in the information provided must be reported to the City Clerk
within 10 days after the change occurs.

(2) No  application  for  a  taxicab/livery  operator’s  license  shall  be  approved  by  the  Chief  of
Police/Director of Public Safety where it is determined that the applicant for such license has
been convicted  of  a  sex offense as  such is  defined by § 130 of the Penal  Law or  has  been
convicted  within  the  10  years  immediately  preceding  the  date  of  application  for  a  taxicab
operator’s license of a felony or where the applicant for a taxicab/livery operator’s license has
been  convicted  within  the  five  years  immediately  preceding  the  date  of  application  for  a
taxicab/livery operator’s license of violation § 1192, Subdivision 2, 3 or 4, of the Vehicle and
Traffic Law of the State of New York, or has been convicted within five years immediately
preceding the date of application for any drug or marijuana related misdemeanor.

C. Approval and filing of application; issuance; expiration. If the Chief of Police/Director of Public
Safety  approves  an  application,  such approval  must  be  in  writing  and filed  with  the  Police
Department. Upon the filing of the application, together with the approval of the Chief of Police/
Director  of Public Safety,  the City Clerk shall  issue a taxicab/livery operator's license.  Each
license shall be stamped by the Seal of the City and shall expire on December 31 after the date of
issue, unless previously suspended or revoked, as provided in this section. 

D. Photographs  required;  display  of  license  and  photograph.  Each  applicant,  upon  filing  the
application with the City Clerk, must file therewith two unmounted unretouched photographs of
the applicant taken within 30 days preceding the filing of the application. One such photograph
shall be attached to the license issued by the City Clerk, and such license and photograph shall be
displayed by the licensee at all times in a conspicuous place inside the cab when engaged in
operating such cab.

E. Renewal. The City Clerk may renew a taxicab/livery operator’s license or taxicab/livery license
only after application for renewal has been approved by the Chief of Police/Director of Public
Safety. No application of a taxicab/livery operator’s license shall be approved by the Chief of
Police/Director of Public Safety where it is determined that the applicant for such license has
been convicted of a sex offense as such is defined by § 130.00 of the Penal Law or has been
convicted within the 10 years immediately preceding the date of application for a taxicab/livery
operator’s license of a felony or where the applicant for a taxicab/livery operator’s license has
been  convicted  within  the  five  years  immediately  preceding  the  date  of  application  for  a
taxicab/livery operator’s license of violation § 1192, Subdivision 2, 3 or 4, of the Vehicle and
Traffic Law of the State of New York, or has been convicted within five years immediately
preceding the date of application for any drug or marijuana related misdemeanor.

F. Suspension; revocation. A driver's license may at any time be suspended or revoked for cause
after a hearing by the Chief of Police/Director of Public Safety. Any violations of any of the
provisions of this chapter or any law regulating traffic or the operation of motor vehicles or the
commission  of  any misdemeanor  or  felony  or  any conduct  which  might  tend  to  render  the
operation of any motor vehicle unsafe or failure to provide reasonable service to the public shall
be considered cause for the revocation or suspension of a license under this subsection. 

137

../../../C:%5CUsers%5Cjolson%5CAppData%5CRoaming%5CGeneral%20Code%5CCity%20of%20Jamestown%20eCode360%20Quick%20View%20Local%5CArchives%5CCurrent%5C8320025_All.htm#8320045
../../../C:%5CUsers%5Cjolson%5CAppData%5CRoaming%5CGeneral%20Code%5CCity%20of%20Jamestown%20eCode360%20Quick%20View%20Local%5CArchives%5CCurrent%5C8320025_All.htm#8320044
../../../C:%5CUsers%5Cjolson%5CAppData%5CRoaming%5CGeneral%20Code%5CCity%20of%20Jamestown%20eCode360%20Quick%20View%20Local%5CArchives%5CCurrent%5C8320025_All.htm#8320043
../../../C:%5CUsers%5Cjolson%5CAppData%5CRoaming%5CGeneral%20Code%5CCity%20of%20Jamestown%20eCode360%20Quick%20View%20Local%5CArchives%5CCurrent%5C8320025_All.htm#8320042
../../../C:%5CUsers%5Cjolson%5CAppData%5CRoaming%5CGeneral%20Code%5CCity%20of%20Jamestown%20eCode360%20Quick%20View%20Local%5CArchives%5CCurrent%5C8320025_All.htm#8320041


July 31, 2017

Section    5  .  Chapter  274-7. Taxicab license. of the Code of the City of Jamestown is hereby
renamed and amended as follows.
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§     274-7. Taxicab/Livery license.   

A. License required. It shall be unlawful for any person to own and operate or permit the operation
of a taxicab/livery upon the streets  of the City without first  having obtained a taxicab/livery
license therefor under the provisions of this section. 

B. Expiration. Such taxicab/livery license shall expire on December 31 after the issuance thereof. 
C. Application. Application for a taxicab/livery license shall be made by the owner of the taxicab

to the City Clerk. Such application shall contain the owner’s name, age and residence of the
person applying for the license, the type of motorcar to be used, the horsepower, the factory
number, the state license number, the number of years the vehicle has been driven, the seating
capacity,  whether  the  applicant  has  been  convicted  of  a  crime,  whether  the  vehicle  was
previously  licensed  as  a  taxicab  and,  if  so,  where  and  whether  any  license  to  operate  a
taxicab/livery  has  ever  been  revoked  or  suspended  and,  if  so,  for  what  cause  and  shall  be
accompanied by proof that the applicant has in force and effect workers' compensation insurance
and disability benefits insurance or, if the applicant has no employees, submission of Workers'
Compensation  Board  Form,  C.E.  200,  together  with  such  other  information  relating  to  the
qualifications and fitness of the applicant which the Chief of Police/Director of Public Safety
may deem necessary. 

D. Approval of application; issuance. After an investigation and inspection of the vehicle, if such
application for a taxicab/livery license is approved by the Chief of Police/Director  of Public
Safety, such approval shall be made, in writing, and the application, together with the approval,
filed with the City Clerk. The City Clerk shall thereupon issue a taxicab/livery license and a
decal to be placed upon such taxicab/livery by the Police Department. 

E. Display of license. Such taxicab/livery license shall be displayed at all times in a conspicuous
place on the inside of the cab vehicle. The decal shall be displayed on the left lower corner of the left
front window of the taxicab/livery. 
F.   Transferability. The taxicab/livery license issued pursuant to this section shall be transferable to

another vehicle of the holder only upon application approved by the Chief of Police/Director of
Public Safety. Upon approval of such application, the Chief of Police/Director of Public Safety
shall remove the decal from the taxicab/livery from which the license is being transferred and
place a new decal upon the taxicab/livery to which the license is being transferred. 

G.  Revocation; suspension. A taxicab/livery license may be revoked or suspended at any time for
cause after a hearing by the Chief of Police/Director of Public Safety. The use of the vehicle
licensed with knowledge for immoral or illegal purposes or in violation of any section or law
governing the operation of motor vehicles or use of a taxicab/livery which is not kept in proper
repair or failure to provide adequate service to the public are sufficient causes for the suspension
or revocation of such license. 

I. Effective  January 1,  2018, the maximum allowable  vehicle  age in  order  to  obtain a  taxicab
and/or livery vehicle license shall be a ten model-year age from the current licensing year.

Section    6  .   Chapter  274-8.  Maintenance  of  service  to  public.  of  the Code  of  the  City  of
Jamestown is hereby amended as follows.
Holders  of  taxicab/livery  licenses  pursuant  to  this  chapter  shall  not  remove  such  licensed
taxicabs/liveries from service at any time without prior approval of the Chief of Police/Director
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of Public Safety. Failure to comply with this section shall be cause for revocation or suspension
of the license pursuant to § 274-7G. 

Section   7  .  Chapter 274-9. Taxicabs to be clean and safe. of the Code of the City of Jamestown is
hereby renamed and amended as follows.

§     274-9. Taxicabs/Liveries to be clean and safe.   

Every taxicab/livery and the equipment used in connection therewith shall at all times be clean
and sanitary and shall be kept in proper physical condition to the satisfaction of the Chief of
Police/Director of Public Safety so as to render safe, adequate and proper public service and so
as not to be a menace to the safety of passengers or of the general public. 

Section    8  .   Chapter  274-9.  Inspections;  correction  of  defects.  of  the Code  of  the  City  of
Jamestown is hereby renamed and amended as follows.

A. The Chief of Police/Director of Public Safety may at any time compel a taxicab/livery permit
holder to submit any taxicab/livery owned by such holder to an inspection of its mechanism and
equipment by an official inspection station designated by the Chief of Police/Director of Public
Safety. The Chief of Police/Director of Public Safety shall compel such inspection at least two
times  in  each year  of  12  consecutive  months  and  shall  designate  the  station  at  which  such
inspections shall be made. The taxicab/livery owner shall be responsible for the inspection fee
charged by the inspection station.  No taxicab/livery shall be operated and driven after each such
inspection until all defects found in its mechanism or equipment by such inspection have been
corrected and the operator of such station certifies, in writing, to the Chief of Police/Director of
Public  Safety that  the  taxicab/livery  was inspected  at  such station and that  all  defects  in its
mechanism and equipment have been corrected. A fee as indicated in § 175-3A(1) of this code,
payable  to  the City of Jamestown,  shall  be added to said inspection fee for  each additional
inspection required to correct defects in mechanism or equipment following a failed inspection.

B. The Chief of Police/Director of Public Safety shall have the power at any and all times to inspect
any taxicab/livery or other equipment used in connection therewith, and the permit holder shall
make  such  repairs  and  adjustments  or  cause  such  repairs  or  adjustments  to  be  made  when
ordered so to do by the Chief of Police/Director of Public Safety. 
Section   9  .  Chapter 274-12. Compliance with State Law. of the Code of the City of Jamestown is
hereby amended as follows.
No taxicab/livery license shall be issued to any person unless he has fully complied with the
provisions of § 370 of the State Vehicle and Traffic Law relating to posting of a bond, required
insurance, notice in case of accident, etc. Failure to comply with such section shall be sufficient
cause for the suspension or revocation of the license. 
Section    10  .   Chapter  274-13.  When  licenses  are  not  required.  of  the Code  of  the  City  of
Jamestown is hereby amended as follows.
A taxicab/livery owner or operator stationed outside of the City may discharge passengers within
the City without obtaining a license. 
Section   11  .  This ordinance amendment shall take effect immediately.

Carried: 8 – 0
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201  707D16  

BY COUNCILWOMAN JAMES:

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Jamestown as follows:
Section 1.  Chapter 175-3(A) Schedule of Fees. of the Code of the City of Jamestown is hereby
amended as follows.

Taxicab/Livery business,
per Taxicab/Livery               License          $125             Annual         December 
31

Taxicab/Livery driver         License          $40                 Annual        December 
31 

 Section   2  .  This ordinance amendment shall take effect immediately.  

Carried: 8 – 0

NEW BUSINESS

Councilman Dolce: Just a quick comment to the ladies that asked the questions. I don’t have
the figures in front of me, but the City of Jamestown School District  stands to gain roughly
$80,000.00 a year in tax base from the annexation and the BPU would gain roughly $150,000.00
to nearly $200,000.00 a year. I don’t have the exact totals here, but that would be the amount
roughly that the city would earn back in not having to pay that tax out to the other jurisdictions.
Thank you.

Council President Rabb: If  I  could  just  briefly,  building  on what  Mr.  Gardner  said,  our
Jamestown Jammers are in the playoffs and the game is tomorrow night; $2.00 tickets. I hope to
see you all there and join me for some fun on a nice summer evening.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

James N. Olson
Director of Financial Services/City Clerk
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