
LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES
May 28, 2019

Interim Chairman Alburtus called the Lawrence Township Planning Commission meeting to 
order at 7:02 P.M. on May 28, 2019 at the Township Hall.

PRESENT: Andrew Jurczak, Sal Campagna, Pete Alburtus, Tom Reynnells, Mike Carpp, Jim 
Crandall, and Mike Salvano.  

ABSENT: Tom Cross and Clark Matheny.

ALSO PRESENT:  Michael Colten, Bert Gale (Zoning Administrator), and Kelly Largent 
(Zoning Administrator).

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Motion by Campagna supported by Salvano to approve the agenda as submitted.  The motion 
was unanimously approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Minutes for April 23, 2019:  Motion by Reynnells, supported by Salvano to approve the minutes 
as submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

NEW BUSINESS:  

Elections:

Nominations for the Chairman were opened. Campagna nominated Alburtus. There were no 
other nominations. Motion by Crandall, supported by Campagna to close the nominations and 
elect Alburtus as Chairman. The motion was unanimously approved.

Nominations for the Vice Chairman were opened. Reynnells and Salvano nominated Campagna. 
Motion by Jurczak, supported by Alburtus to close the nominations and elect Campagna as Vice 
Chairman. The motion was unanimously approved.

Nominations for Secretary were opened. The Planning Commission members were all in 
agreement to nominate Crandall. Motion by Jurczak, supported by Campagna to close the 
nominations and elect Crandall as Secretary. The motion was unanimously approved.

Medical Marijuana:
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Carpp introduced Michael Colten of Tranquility Fields. Mr. Colten was the author of the Medical
Marihuana Facility law.

Mr. Colten thanked the Planning Commission for inviting him to the meeting. He addressed the 
Planning Commission’s question regarding the difference between medical marihuana and 
recreational marihuana. He stated the difference is in the potency of the marihuana and the 
taxation. He added that the difference is similar to the difference between bear and liquor.

Mr. Colten stated that the rules for recreational marihuana will be out next month from the State 
of Michigan LARA according to the latest information from LARA.

Mr. Colten was asked how an individual would obtain medical marihuana. He stated that an 
individual would need a medical marihuana card.

The Planning Commission asked Mr. Colten to explain the difference between CBD, medical, 
and recreational marihuana. Mr. Colten stated that CBD is less than 0.3% THC and is derived 
from hemp or marihuana. He informed the Planning Commission which State Agency had 
regulatory duties for each as follows:

Medical Marihuana Facilities: LARA
Recreational Marihuana: LARA
CBD: Dept. of Agriculture

Mr. Colten stated that there are 200 communities in Michigan that have medical marihuana 
facilities with 1,773 communities total that have opted in.

Carpp stated that the Lawrence Public Schools Superintendent presented her concerns and 
information on drug free zone laws to the Village of Lawrence. Carpp stated that the drug free 
zone is a federal law and the distance requirement is 1,000 feet. The Village requirement was 
500 feet and Carpp stated the Village had a lot of opposition.

Carpp stated that the Township attorney stated there was one federal and one state law for drug 
free zones.

Carpp stated that the Village attorney recommended 1,000 feet and noted that libraries are 
included in the law. Carpp stated that the library and ISD take out the Village’s downtown area. 
Now the zoning districts and locations that would allow an MMF are the PUD & light industrial 
zoning district on either side of the town.

The Planning Commission asked what Mr. Colten’s credentials were. Mr. Colten stated he is a 
registered lobbyist for medical marihuana, a licensed practicing chiropractor for 30 years, and it 
took him 5 years to become proficient in the medical marihuana industry.
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The Planning Commission discussed the 1,000-foot distance in the agricultural zoning district. 
What if the lot next to the facility is vacant and what would the impact be? Mr. Gale stated the 
setback distance from property lines could be increased.

Mr. Colten stated that in his experience other jurisdictions were 1,000 feet from schools and 500 
feet from other sensitive uses like churches, playgrounds and parks.

The Planning Commission discussed increasing the setback requirement for the medical 
marihuana facility only. They determined that it would not impact the neighbor wanting to build 
a residence. The planning commission added the requirement for the setback from the road right-
of-way, side property line, and rear property line to be 100 feet. This is to apply to outdoor 
grower facilities also.

The Chairman asked that the updated draft be reviewed by the members to finalize the draft at 
the next meeting.

Carpp asked that the draft be sent to the Township Attorney for review prior to the Public 
Hearing.

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Next meeting will be June 25.

Mr. Colten will be back in the area on June 10th at ISD for a medical marihuana at 6:30 P.M.

Mr. Colten also commented that the Township has a nice process for working through the text 
amendment.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

Motion by Campagna and supported by Alburtus to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was 
unanimously approved.

The Interim Chairman adjourned the meeting at 8:38 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Largent
Zoning Administrator

APPROVED:  6/25/19
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