
LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES
June 25, 2019

Vice Chairman Campagna called the Lawrence Township Planning Commission meeting to 
order at 7:00 P.M. on June 25, 2019 at the Township Hall.

PRESENT: Andrew Jurczak, Sal Campagna, Tom Cross, Tom Reynnells, Mike Carpp, and 
Jim Crandall.  

ABSENT: Pete Alburtus Mike Salvano, and Clark Matheny.

ALSO PRESENT:  Dan Higgs, Travis Mark, and Kelly Largent (Zoning Administrator).

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Motion by Reynnells supported by Crandall to approve the agenda as submitted.  The motion 
was unanimously approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Minutes for May 28, 2019:  Motion by Jurczak, supported by Reynnells to approve the minutes 
as amended.  The motion was unanimously approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

NEW BUSINESS:  

Medical Marijuana:

Campagna questioned if the Planning Commission was responsible to set the number of growers 
for each category of grower license. Carpp stated, no, the Planning Commission is not 
responsible, but he thought that they should provide a recommendation to the Township Board. 
Ms. Largent stated that it is not the Planning Commission’s responsibility and that this is 
typically done by the Township Board in the Police Ordinance authorizing the operation of a 
Medical Marihuana Facility in the Township. 

Carpp stated that the state of Illinois is passing legislation to allow Medical Marihuana.

Travis Mark introduced himself to the Planning Commission. He owns land just north of the 
Village of Lawrence and is interested in establishing a Medical Marihuana Facility.
Dan Higgs introduced himself to the Planning Commission. He is a friend of Mr. Mark. He is 
partnering with a friend and they are establishing a Medical Marijuana Facility in Arlington 
Township. They are interested in Mr. Mark’s property and would partner with Mr. Mark. Mr. 
Higgs stated that they are a small partnership and are starting small and are hoping to increase 
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the size of their operation in the future. Mr. Higgs stated that 40 acres is quite large for a small 
business operation like theirs to start up. He asked the Planning Commission to consider what 
type of Facility they are encouraging or discouraging in relationship to the minimum acreage 
requirement.

Carpp stated that Arlington went the opposite extreme as what our Planning Commission is 
proposing in that they did not set a minimum acreage requirement.

Mr. Higgs stated that a class c license from the State of Michigan can stack up to 4 licenses.

Carpp stated that Arlington Township is up to 25 sites now and has placed a moratorium on 
additional licenses for now.

Mr. Higgs stated that Arlington Township is attractive to many growers because of the ability to 
have an outdoor grow operation.

Carpp stated that Watervliet Township is allowing 6 grow, 4 processing, 3 provisioning, and 
unlimited transport, and unlimited compliance facilities.

Carpp stated that he would like to hold the number of facilities to 5 – 10.

The Planning Commission discussed the minimum requirement of 40 acres. Jurczak is concerned
about the numbers of property that would be available if this were reduced and the impact. Other 
members voiced similar concerns. The Planning Commission decided to defer this topic to the 
next meeting.

Campagna asked if the Township Board was okay with the minimum acreage requirement of 40 
acres. Carpp stated yes and Donna had received a heads up for the number of facilities.

Mr. Higgs stated that in the future they will be using a solvent based process for processing.

The Planning Commission instructed Ms. Largent to provide a copy of the draft text to the 
Township attorney for his review.

Carpp stated he will distribute a copy to the Township Board for their review and comment.

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Next meeting will be July 23.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

Page 2 of 3



LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES
June 25, 2019

Motion by Cross and supported by Reynnells to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was unanimously 
approved.

The Vice Chairman adjourned the meeting at 8:08 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Largent
Zoning Administrator

APPROVED:  7/23/19
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