
LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES
July 23, 2019

Vice Chairman Campagna called the Lawrence Township Planning Commission meeting to 
order at 7:00 P.M. on July 23, 2019 at the Township Hall.

PRESENT: Andrew Jurczak, Sal Campagna, Tom Cross, Tom Reynnells, Mike Carpp, and 
Jim Crandall.  

ABSENT: Pete Alburtus Mike Salvano, and Clark Matheny.

ALSO PRESENT:  Dan Higgs, Bert Gale (Zoning Administrator), and Kelly Largent (Zoning 
Administrator).

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Motion by Crandall supported by Jurczak to approve the agenda as submitted.  The motion was 
unanimously approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Minutes for June 25, 2019:  Motion by Reynnells, supported by Crandall to approve the minutes 
as submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

NEW BUSINESS:  

Medical Marijuana:

Crandall asked about the 40 acres requirement and if this applied to provisioning centers also. 
Mr. Gale stated that the current draft language does not allow for provisioning centers in the 
Township. Mr. Higgs stated the Planning Commission may want to consider allowing 1 
provisioning center for the Sherriff money that it would bring to the Township. The Township 
Supervisor is looking into this.

Carpp stated that the Township Board had the following comments.

1. As to the question of stacking licenses, which would apply to class C licensees only. 
The Board stated no stacking.

2. As to the question to allow combination licenses for grower, processor, and 
provisioning center. The Board approves of a combination license.

3. Provisioning Centers: The Board felt the same as the Planning Commission. Yes, 
maybe allow 1 provisioning center.
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4. 40-acre size requirement: The Board opined to stay with the 40-acre requirement, 
limit the number of plants per site, and add a distance of 1,000 feet from structure to 
structure. They also felt that if the parcel were 10 acres or less the facility should be 
limited to an indoor grow facility only. The Board felt that for 20 acre parcels the 
distance from structures should be 1,000 feet real property to real property.

5. Planning Commission setback distance of 100 feet: The Board felt the same as the 
Planning Commission more or less. They did have some discussion on this topic.

6. As to the question of indoor or outdoor grow facility, the Board prefers an indoor 
facility as it would be easier to police.

7. As to the transfer of an authorization to operate to a new owner: The Board stated no, 
the new owner must reapply for an authorization to operate license in the Township.

8. As to the number of licenses: The Board prefers a conservative approach since the 
number of licenses can be increased if there is a demonstrated need. The Board would
recommend the following all of which would be special use permits:

3 class A licenses (500 plants)
3 class B licenses (1,000 plants)
3 class C licenses (1,500 plants)
3 processing licenses
1 testing facility license
3 secure transport licenses
1 provisioning center license

      
Jurczak stated he has a friend who grows marihuana and his friend stated that it smells 10 times 
more than a skunk as far as the odor and the Township will have complaints.

Carpp stated that the Township Board felt that the smaller facilities should be indoor.

After further discussion the Planning Commission agreed to change the minimum acreage 
requirements in the Agricultural zoning district to 40 acres for an outdoor grow facility and 20 
acres for an indoor grow facility.

Gale stated that the Planning Commission should ensure that the caveat that the facilities must 
meet all state, local, and federal regulations is present in the draft language. The Planning 
Commission reviewed the draft language and this language is included in the added section 
7.2.9.

Crandall asked who regulated if a complaint on odor comes in. Mr. Gale stated that the 
Township has that responsibility. Mr. Gale also noted that the draft ordinance states the odor 
can’t go beyond the property lines.
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Jurczak noted that for an outdoor grow facility you can’t control the odor as readily as an indoor 
grow facility. Mr. Higgs stated that is can be controlled by limiting the density of the plants for 
an outdoor grow facility.

The Planning Commission discussed the number of facility licenses Arlington Township has 
issued, the number in operation, how many applications Arlington Township has presently in the 
process of obtaining a license to operate, and the number Arlington Township has that have not 
yet started in the process of obtaining a license to operate.  The Planning Commission also noted 
that Arlington Township has a 2-year moratorium on the issuance of authorization to operate 
licenses.

Crandall asked what if there were no outdoor grow facilities allowed. Mr. Higgs stated that the 
outdoor grow facility is more attractive for his business model due to the production cost 
associated with an indoor facility. 

Carpp stated that the Village is all indoor facilities. The Village is looking at recreational 
marihuana and allowing the growing of 500 plants, processing and selling all in one location. Mr.
Higgs stated that the number of plants per license is different for recreational compared to 
medical marihuana.

Carpp stated that the recreational license plant counts are 100, 200 and 2,000.

Mr. Higgs stated that for a 500-plant outdoor grow facility on 10 acres he would need and 
additional 480 feet of land to lease to meet the proposed standards.

The Planning Commission returned to the discussion of the setback of 100 feet and the Board 
wanting 1,000 feet. They discussed the number of parcels with 40 acres or more located in the 
Township. Campagna stated that there are 250 parcels which are 40 acres or more. 

Mr. Higgs stated that in Arlington Township it was the large plant count facilities which drew 
the large crowds. He did not have a large crowd for his smaller operation when he presented his 
request for a special use permit in Arlington Township. 

After further discussion, the Planning Commission agreed to add the following structure to 
structure to structure as 1,000 feet for 40-acre outdoor grow facilities and 750 feet for 20-acre 
indoor grow facilities.

Mr. Gale stated that the Planning Commission Should craft language to have common ownership
and parcels are contiguous if they are considering allowing multiple parcels to meet the 
minimum acreage requirements. 
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The Planning Commission agreed to add language that if multiple parcels were to be used to 
comprise the minimum acreage for 20 acre and 40-acre facilities in the agricultural zoning 
district that they must be contiguous and have common ownership.

Carpp asked what the next step in the process is. Campagna stated that the modifications to the 
draft text be made and the revised draft be sent to the Township Attorney for review. Then the 
Planning Commission will meet next month (Aug 27th).

Informal Recommendation to Township Board: tabled to the next meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Next meeting will be August 27.

Mr. Gale stated that the August 27th meeting would be the last meeting AGS will attend. He 
encouraged thought as to who is going to take the minutes and provide the agenda.

Campagna state the Planning Commission is not doing the minutes.  Mr. Gale suggested the 
clerk come for the minutes. Campagna recommended the service replacing AGS do it. Cross and 
Crandall are in support of this.

Campagna and Crandall stated AGS has done a good job.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

Motion by Jurczak and supported by Cross to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was unanimously 
approved.

The Vice Chairman adjourned the meeting at 8:18 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Largent
Zoning Administrator

APPROVED:  8/27/19
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