
MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

November 19, 2002 
LINCOLN CENTER HEARING ROOM 

7:30 P.M. 
 

SECOND MEETING OF THE MONTH 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Cassano, Vice-Chairman Howroyd, Secretary Scott (arrived 8:17p.m.), 

Directors Zingler, Sheridan, Hachey, Becker, Spadaccini and Crockett. 
 
ALSO: General Manager Werbner and Town Attorney Darby 
 
13. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER. 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05p.m. by Chairman Cassano. 
 
Director Crockett moved and Director Zingler seconded the motion for Executive Session 

                   Eight Voted in Favor 
Secretary Scott was not present 

 
The Board went in to Executive Session at 7:07p.m. and returned at 7:30p.m.  No votes 
were taken.  Chairman Cassano announced that the Regular Meeting of the Board of 
Directors was now in session.  All in attendance participated in the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag, led by Chairman Cassano. 

 
14. AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS. 
 There were no awards or presentations. 
 
15. OPENING OF MEETING TO ELECTORS OR TAXPAYERS WHO WISH TO BE 
HEARD ON ANY SUBJECT WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS. 
 
Al Lutz, 9 Stephen Street asked the board to consider the reuse of an area at the Manchester 
Parkade for passive recreation.  He also spoke regarding citizen’s comments while addressing 
the board.  He said the regulation of the process has not been uniformly enforced.  He said those 
who are oppose to the board are not given the same treatment.  He stated in relation to the all 
schools plan that the Blue Ribbon Committee never suggest Wetherell Street as a site for a new 
high school. 
 
Chairman Cassano agreed and stated that committee endorsed one site, which was the New 
State Road/Adams Street site. 
 
Milt Perlman, 3 Sanford Road said the referendum failed because it was too expensive and 
presented under false premise.  He said he feels the board has selective outrage with regards to 
the public speaking and also feels that unaffiliated representation should be appointed to the new 
committee appointed to discuss the schools plan. 
 
William Ogden, 137 Branford Street said he doesn’t see any problems with the current high 
school building other than sidewalks.  He said he disagrees with the makeup of the committee to 
review the plans for schools and suggested the General Manager involve persons with the 
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credentials in construction and building be appointed. 
 
Chairman Cassano said the committee is established of elected officials.  He said the failed 
plan is no longer a part of the process and that he agrees with Mr. Perlman’s comments on public 
decorum. 
 
Director Crockett said the board members will not be drawing up plans; the purpose is just for 
people to come together and discuss concepts along with the others involved. 
 
Director Spadaccini said he is ready to work on the committee in order to develop a consensus. 
 He said he believes the purpose of bringing everyone together is to get feedback from the 
community as to what is wanted by the taxpayers. 
 
Director Hachey said he was surprised to hear at the concept of ideas when he first heard of it.  
He said he didn’t like the idea of fifth and sixth grade being put together but he appreciated the 
General Manager and the Superintendent of Schools for putting ideas together. 
 
Vice-Chairman Howroyd said this issue is very important and also that the community not 
loose site of the work ahead.  He said he respects the community’s decision on the referendum 
and encouraged everyone not to look for ways to fight against the process but to look for a 
solution together. 
 
Chairman Cassano said board members have been accused of “selling out” when the reality is 
if looking at the other side of the referendum is necessary; than that is what needs to be done.  
He said the board is trying to compromise with the community.  He said the General Manager 
has shown leadership in formulating a conceptual plan. 
 
Director Becker said he is concerned about the possibility of a spring referendum.  He said he 
doesn’t feel he could support it because the priority is for the board to begin working on the 
budget process.  He said concentration should be placed on code work, roads, bridges and 
sidewalks.  He said the board should ask the Board of Education to revisit the educational 
specifications. 
 
Chairman Cassano said over the next six to eight weeks the board should review ways to reach 
out to residents for feedback on a spring referendum. 
 
16. COMMUNICATIONS. 
 
Chairman Cassano spoke about the 11/21/02 Charter Revision Commission’s Public Hearing 
on suggestions changes for the Manchester Town Charter. 
 
17. OTHER REPORTS. 

There were no reports. 
 
18. UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

A. TABLED-Appointment of a member (D) to the Human Relations Commission 
with a term expiring November 2003. 
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B. TABLED-Appointment to the Cheney Brothers National Historic District 
Commission with a term expiring November 2002, to replace John Read (D). 

 
C. TABLED-Appointment of a member to the Cox Cable Advisory Council for a 

term expiring July 2003. 
 
Secretary Scott moved and Vice-Chairman Howroyd seconded a motion to table items 18A, 
B and C.                   Nine Voted in Favor 
 
19. NEW BUSINESS. 
 

A. Manchester Police Department Ride-Along and related Manchester Police  
Department Management items at the request of Director Hachey. 

 
Director Hachey asked if it is every court-ordered that a person to participate in the program. 
 
Chief Aponte said he is unaware that this has been the case. 
 
Director Hachey said he had reviewed the policy and asked if an Officer on the Patrol would be 
allowed one passenger per ride.  He asked also asked if the Chief is satisfied that applications 
and waivers were completed accurately. 
 
Chief Aponte said it is correct that an Officer would be allowed one passenger per ride and that 
he is satisfied based on the number over the last two years. 
 
Director Hachey asked if the Chief is currently satisfied that there are no software problems in 
terms of required reporting. 
 
Chief Aponte said he is not satisfied with the current soft ware.  He said there is a backup 
system in place and there is a signed agreement with a new software company and a timeline will 
be submitted to the General Manager to indicate when the program will be up and running. 
 
Director Sheridan asked for update on the waiver language since his request that it be changed. 
 
Chief Aponte said Assistant Town Attorney, Tim O’Neil is currently working on this process. 
 
Director Sheridan asked if there has been any feedback from those who have participated in the 
ride-along program. 
 
Chief Aponte said there has been no official feedback but this is something to be considered.  
He said an evaluation form could be created for voluntary submission. 
 
Director Becker asked if the Department is in compliance with the Vehicle Use Policy and the 
definition of radio-range. 
 
General Manager Werbner said a review of the policy is ongoing and it is hoped to be able to 
present information to the Board of Directors at the December meeting.  He said Captains are 
allowed to utilize their vehicles at radio-range, which is defined to be at a 35-mile radius.  The 
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Lieutenants are not using their vehicles for personal use but for commuting purposes related to 
town business only. 
 
Director Zingler said he is concerned about the department allowing spouses and significant 
others to ride with the officers during shifts.  He asked if there were spouses who are riding with 
officers more than once a month, which is against the current policy. 
 
Chief Aponte said yes there has been spouses that have had repeat rides over the course of the 
year.  He said Officers have approached him about the importance of allowing spouses to 
participate because then they would get a feeling of what is done. 
 
Vice-Chairman Howroyd said he understands the benefit of having spouses participate as long 
as there are adequate safeguards. 
 
Chairman Cassano said he has participated in the program and it is educational. 
 
Director Hachey thanked Director Sheridan for his assistance in reference to the program.  He 
said the discussion points out the stress the families of these officers are under.  He said he is 
disenchanted with the public participation in the program.  He feels that Police Explorers, other 
Officers from other communities and perspective hires are the only ones that should participate 
in the program. 
 

B. ADOPTED-Resolution authorizing the lease financing of computer equipment by  
the Town and the expenditure of lease financing proceeds in an amount not to 
exceed $350,000 therefore. 

 
Director Spadaccini asked if this would be a three or five year lease purchase.  He asked where 
the funding is coming from. 
 
Robert Huestis, Director of Administrative Services said this is a three-year lease purchase.  
He said the plan is to insert each of the payments into the internal services fund with 
contributions from all of the user agencies and departments. 
 
Director Spadaccini asked for an update on the software committee and how does it tie into the 
agenda this evening. 
 
Robert Huestis said that committee will meet on Monday, November 25, 2002 the intent of the 
committee is to determine in negotiating with Peoplesoft whether or not it could be a long-term 
solution to town-wide software.  He said the plan is to have the town’s computer program 
running no later than December 31, 2005. 
Jack McCoy, Director of Information Systems said the purchase involves two computers that 
deal with catastrophic backup and the support of the town’s financial system.  He said they are 
sized to run the Board of Education’s as well as the Town’s financial systems. 
 
Director Crockett said he is happy to see Manchester on the cutting edge and keeping up with 
the technology.  He asked if the town is close to selling services to other towns. 
 
Jack McCoy said a variant of what the town and Board of Education uses is currently being 
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used in the Town of Glastonbury. 
 

I. ADOPTED-Acceptance of resignation of Robert Perkins (D) from the Library 
Board for a term expiring November 2003. 

 
Secretary Scott moved and Vice-Chairman Howroyd seconded a motion to adopt. 

                   Nine Voted in Favor 
 
J. TABLED-Appointment of a member to the Library Board (D) with a term 

expiring November 2003. 
 

Vice-Chairman Howroyd moved and Secretary Scott seconded a motion to adopt. 
                    Nine Voted in Favor 

 
K. APPOINTED-Appointment of Eric Larson (Board of Education appointment) to  

the Cox Cable  Advisory Council with a term expiring November 2003. 
 
Secretary Scott moved and Vice-Chairman Howroyd seconded a motion to appoint. 
                    Nine Voted in Favor 
 
 L. Appointments to Boards and Commissions, which have members with terms  

expiring in November 2002. 
 
Secretary Scott moved and Vice-Chairman Howroyd seconded a motion to table all of the 
Democratic appointments.                 Nine Voted in Favor 
 

Board/Commission  Name     Term Expiring 
 
TABLED-Advisory Board of Health   Christopher Cavanna, 214 South Main Street (D) November 2007 
 
TABLED-Advisory Park & Recreation   Dennis Cumberbatch, 95 Olcott Street (D)  November 2005 
TABLED      Thomas Tierney, 150 Tonica Spring Trail (D)  November 2005 
 
TABLED-Bennet Housing Corporation    James Sullivan, Esq., 22 Duncan Road (D)  November 2007 
 
TABLED-Board of Assessment Appeals  Joseph Diminico, 26 Finley Street (D)  November 2005 
 
TABLED-Building Committee                Francis Maffe, 116 Croft Drive (D)   November 2005 
TABLED-      Doris Bourque, 74 Briarwood Drive, (D)  November 2005 
TABLED-      David Sombric, 77 Elizabeth Drive (D)  November 2005 
 
TABLED-Cable TV Advisory Committee Vacancy     July 2003 
TABLED-     Vacancy     July 2003 
 
REAPPT-Cheney Hall Foundation, Inc.  Bonnie Krawiec, 586 Gardner Street   November 2005 
REAPPT      Debra Freund, 126 Brandy Street, Bolton, CT 06043 November 2005 
REAPPT      Margaret Jacobson, 143 Boulder Road  November 2005 
REAPPT      Vacancy     November 2003 
REAPPT      Liz Tracy, Recreation Department   December 2003 
REAPPT      Cynthia DiNardo, 848 Center Street    December 2003 
 
TABLED-Cheney Brothers Nat’l Historic  James Tatro, 200 Redwood Road (D)  November 2005 
TABLED                       Dorothy Brindamour, 6 Morse Road (D)  November 2005 
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TABLED                       Arthur Lassow, 89 Helaine Road   November 2005 
TABLED         Vacancy     November 2005 
REAPPT  Ex Officio   David Smith, 28 Raymond Road   November 2003 

 (Manchester Historical Society) 
 
TABLED-Commission on Aging   Doris Jacobs, 60 Doane Street (R)   November 2005 
TABLED      Vacancy (R)     November 2005 
TABLED      Linda LaPolla, 41B Downey Drive (D)  November 2005 
 
Commission for People w/ Disabilities 
TABLED      Laurie Prytko, 34 Robert Street (D)   November 2005 
REAPPT      Patricia Hassett, 40 Buckingham Street (R)  November 2005 
REAPPT      David Smith, 45 Yale Drive (R)   November 2005 
TABLED      Vacancy (R)     November 2004 
TABLED-Emergency Medical Services   David Billings, 391 Woodbridge Street  November 2005 
TABLED-Ethics Commission    Anne Campbell, 30 Forest Street (D)  
 November 2005 
TABLED      Brad Mondschein, 168 Gerald Drive (R)  November 2005 
 
REAPPT-Alternates on Ethics   George McFee, 119 Lakewood Circle So. (R)  November 2005 
 
REAPPT-Fair Rent Commission   Brian Danforth, 798A Hartford Road (R)  November 2005 
REAPPT      Vincent Diana, 1091 Main Street (R)  November 2005 
TABLED      Warren Packer, 374 Lydall Street (D)  November 2005 
 
APPT Greater Hartford Transit   Craig L. Perra, 348 Meadow Brook (R)  November 2006 
 
TABLED-Hartford Regional Tourism   Barbara Weinberg, 157 Pitkin Street (D)  November 2005 
 
TABLED-Housing Authority    Kevin O’Brien, 252 Bush Hill Road (D)  November 2005 
 
REAPPT-Housing Commission   Sylvia Hadge, 50 Cushman Drive (nonprofit)  November 2005 
TABLED      Roberta Woods, 6 Candlewood Drive (D)  November 2005 
REAPPT      Marianne Hamstra, 139 Hartford Road (R)  November 2005 
 
TABLED-Human Relations Commission  Robert Albert, 41 McDivitt Drive, (R)  November 2005 
TABLED         Dennis Brenner, 260 Spring Street (R)  November 2005 
TABLED        Joseph Rafala, 58 Hawthorne Street (D)  November 2005 
 
TABLED-Library Board     Gary Robbins, 89 Henry Street (D)   November 2005 
TABLED       Hollis Cassano, 1109 East Middle Turnpike (D) November 2005 
TABLED       Margaret Churchill, 15 St. John Street (D)  November 2005 
TABLED       Vacancy (D)     November 2003 
 
REAPPT-Manchester Arts Commission   Joanne Hachey, 91 Diane Drive   November 2003 
REAPPT      Margit Hartl, 23 City View    November 2003 
REAPPT      Hans Weiss, 138 Oakland Street   November 2003 
 
REAPPT-Manchester Arts Council   Liz Tracy, Recreation Department   November 2003 
 
TABLED-Manchester Country Club   Kenneth Tedford, 47 Bobby Lane, (D)  November 2003 
 
REAPPT-Pension Board    James Geyer, 20 Reed Drive (R)   November 2006 
 
TABLED-Planning & Zoning  James Griffin, 55 Oak Forest Drive (D)  November 2007 
 
TABLED-Alternates for P&Z    Vacancy (D)     November 2004 
REAPPT      Michael Crockett, 405 Hackmatack Street (R)  November 2004 
TABLED      James Morancey, 462 Hilliard Street (D)  November 2004 
 
TABLED-Property Maintenance Code Of Appeals Vacancy (D)  
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TABLED-Redevelopment Agency   Kevin O’Brien, 202 West Center Street (D)  November 2007 
 
TABLED-Zoning Board of Appeals Anthony Adamczyk, 50 Coolidge Street  November 2007 
 
TABLED-Alternates for ZBA   Vacancy (D)    November 2006 
 
Director Crockett moved and Secretary Scott seconded a motion to approve appointments  
and reappointments as noted.                Seven Voted in Favor 
Two Abstentions: Crockett-Planning and Zoning Alternate and Hachey-Manchester Arts 
Commission 
 

M. ADOPTED-Adoption of a Resolution authorizing the negotiation of a purchase 
of an easement across portions of 80, 82 and 90 Buckland Street for Sanitary 
Sewer purposes or, in lieu of a purchase, authorizing the taking of the easement 
by eminent domain. 

 
Secretary Scott moved and Vice-Chairman Howroyd seconded a motion to adopt. 
                    Nine Voted in Favor 
 
Director Sheridan moved and Director Hachey seconded a motion to suspend the rules to 
discuss the Litigation item from the in Executive Session.            Nine Voted in Favor 
 
Town Attorney Darby said the claim of Margaret Stecko vs. the Town of Manchester was 
reviewed by Assistant Town Attorney, Thomas Cella and his recommendation of the claim is 
that this be submitted to binding arbitration.  The minimum payment of the claim would be 
settled for no less than $9999.00 and the maximum being $45,000.00. 
 

N. ADOPTED-Case of Margaret Stecko vs. Town of Manchester to be referred to 
binding arbitration with a maximum award of $45,000 and a minimum award of 
$9,999.00. 

 
Director Sheridan moved and Vice-Chairman Howroyd seconded a motion to adopt item 
19N.                    Nine Voted in Favor 
 
20. FURTHER COMMENT AND DISCUSSION BY BOARD MEMBERS ON ITEMS 
 FOR FUTURE AGENDAS OR OF GENERAL CONCERN. 
 
Director Crockett asked for an update on the leaf pickup. 
 
Louise Guarnaccia said the schedule was revised and is on the website.  She said it is hoped 
that leaf collection will continue until there is a heavy snowfall.  Collection after snowfall will 
continue in the spring.  She said residents can continue to place their leaves in bags to be 
collected on the regular curbside collection day. 
 
Director Becker said the Parking Ban Ordinance is working very well and he is happy that the 
date was changed. 
 
Chairman Cassano said everyone should have a copy of the Property Maintenance Code 
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Revisions that will be discussed at the December Board of Directors meeting. 
 
Director Becker said he doesn’t believe that there is a term of office for the Appeals Board 
Members and this should be looked into before the ordinance is finalized. 
 
Director Zingler asked when the Vehicle Use Policy would be updated. 
 
General Manager Werbner said there would be something available to the directors in 
December. 
 
Director Spadaccini commended the Parks and Recreation Department for the repairs at the 
Community YMCA. 
 
Secretary Scott said she is interested in seeing both boards accept responsibility and show 
leadership regarding the referendum.  She said she is concerned the advisory group does not 
represent the community. 
 
Director Crockett said an invitation was given to the public to share information with the group 
at a meeting that was held. 
 
Chairman Cassano said materials will be put together for a general consensus from the public.  
He said he doesn’t want to go to a spring referendum unless there is a tremendous response from 
the public that says we should. 
 
Director Crockett said it is important to know what the community will support. 
 
Director Sheridan commended the Recreation Department on the great job with the Hill of 
Pumpkins activity. 
 
General Manager Werbner announced the Employee Recognition Ceremony to be held on 
Thursday, November 21, 2002 at Cheney Hall, 5:00p.m. 
 
21. ADJOURNMENT. 
 
Director Crockett moved and Director Zingler seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
                    Nine Voted in Favor 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:17p.m. until the December 10, 2002 Regular Meeting of 
the Board of Directors. 

 
APPROVED:     ATTEST: 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      Secretary, Manchester Board of Directors 


