
MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

December 10, 2002 
LINCOLN CENTER HEARING ROOM 

7:30 P.M. 
 
NOTE:   6:00 P.M.  – Joint Meeting with the Board of Directors and Board of 
Education to discuss Health Benefits, Liability and Casualty insurances, and projected 
Town revenues. 
 

COMMENT SESSION POSTPONED 
 

ONE MEETING AGENDA 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Cassano, Vice-Chairman Howroyd, Secretary Scott, Directors Zingler, 

Sheridan, Hachey, Becker Spadaccini and Crockett 
 
ALSO: General Manager Werbner and Town Attorney Darby 
 
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00p.m.  All in attendance participated in the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the Flag, led by Chairman Cassano. 

 
2. AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS. 

 
A. Chairman Cassano and Director Hachey presented a Proclamation to Dan 

Rochemon, President Vietnam Veterans Chapter 120, honoring their Chapter as 
the Vietnam Veterans of America National Chapter of the Year. 

 
3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 

A. ADOPTED-Actions, November 12, 2002 – Regular Meeting 
B. ADOPTED-Actions, November 19, 2002 – Regular Meeting 

 
Secretary Scott moved and Vice-Chairman Howroyd seconded the motion to adopt the 
minutes of previous meetings.                Nine Voted in Favor 
 
4. PRESENTATION OF BID WAIVER REQUESTS. 
 
 There were no bid waivers to present to the Board. 
 
5. OPENING OF MEETING TO ELECTORS OR TAXPAYERS WHO WISH TO BE 

HEARD ON ANY SUBJECT WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS. 

 
Mary Lou Tuckles and Greg Andrews, 492 Woodbridge Street submitted a petition to the 
directors in support of a Living Wage Ordinance in Manchester, Connecticut. 
 
Al Carrano, 23 Lorraine Road congratulated the General Manager and the Superintendent of 
Schools for their reactions to the defeated referendum and their efforts to present a viable 
alternative to the community. 
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Milt Perlman, 3 Sanford Road said the Blue Ribbon Committee never proposed the Wetherell 
Street site as a potential site for a new High School as was stated in a letter from a resident. 
 
Dan Moran, Chestnut Street said he was concerned with the discussions during the joint 
meeting of the Board of Directors and Education around recouping monies set aside for the high 
school project.  He said the amounts were not correct and feels that telling “white lies” to the 
Legislature and Commissioner of Education is not right.  He said he questions whether the town 
should put in for bonds due to the economic situation. 
 
Director Hachey asked Chairman Cassano for a point of order.  He said neither the General 
Manager nor the Superintendent of Schools would ever lie on an application.  He asked the 
Chairman not to allow these kinds of accusations in a public speech in the future. 
 
Tom Stringfellow, 183 Hillstown Road congratulated the Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 120 on receiving the honor of National Chapter of the Year. 
 
Bill Ogden, Branford Street said he is disappointed because he feels the Democratic members 
of the board didn’t show leadership on the school issue and he disagrees with the Governor’s 
decision to layoff state employees. 
 
Chairman Cassano said the board has no control over statements that are made in the editorial 
section of the newspapers.  However, residents who wish to address the board will have to be 
respectful and control insults during the public comment portion of the meeting.  He said aspects 
of a living wage ordinance can be looked into. 
 
Bill Ogden asked the Chairman for a point of order.  He said he is upset with the Governor and 
should’ve rephrased his comments. 
 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS.  
* A. Approval of an ordinance authorizing the acquisition by a donation of  

premises known as a portion of 301 Adams Street, approximately 1,637 square 
feet, from John M. Purdy, Jr.  A copy of the proposed ordinance may be seen in 
the Town Clerk’s office during business hours. 

 
Mark Carlino, Town Engineer/Director of Public Works said the property is associated with 
an intersection improvement project at the intersection of Hilliard and Adams Streets.  The 
project was identified in 1997 in the Conservation Plan of Development as needing 
improvements to increase traffic flow.  It is planned for summer 2003 for the replacement of the 
New State Road Bridge. 
 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time. 
 
Bill Ogden asked if this is an appropriate time to spend money on these types of projects. 
 
Chairman Cassano said all projects at this point have been previously approved. 
 
General Manager Werbner said this project is from a previously approved bond issue. 
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There being no further public comment, the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
* B. Approval of an ordinance authorizing the purchase of premises known as 143  

Summit Street for the sum $112,500.00 from Mohammed Talukdar and Amira 
Kahtun.  A copy of the proposed ordinance may be seen in the Town Clerk’s 
office during business hours. 

 
General Manager Werbner said the property is in close proximity to Perrett Place.  The 
recommendation is to purchase the property for possible future use for expansion of parking at 
the High School or other related purposes. 
 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time.   
 
Bill Ogden asked if the property had been inspected for contamination. 
 
Director Crockett said the property was inspected and the contamination was cleaned. 
 
Dan Moran said he thinks this is an excellent idea.  He said it would also be a good idea to 
purchase any available properties around all town schools. 
 
There being no further comment the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
* C. Appropriation in General Fund – Interfund Transfers – 

 Transfer to Capital Reserve…………………………………………$125,000.00 
  and associated allocation in Capital Reserve for acquisition and demolition of 

143 Summit Street to be financed by undesignated designated General Fund fund 
balance. 

 
General Manager Werbner said this is the funding mechanism recommended to purchase the 
property.  He said there has been some change in where the money will come from.  A 
reimbursement was received from the State of Connecticut for the lease-purchase of the portable 
classrooms at the Robertson School and the High School in the amount of $348,000.00.  The 
recommendation is that the money located in the designated fund balance be utilized to pay for 
the purchase of the Summit Street property as well as pay for the remainder of the outdoor 
bleachers at the high school and irrigation of the practice fields at the high school.  He asked the 
wording be changed in this item to reflect designated general fund fund balance instead of 
undesignated. 
 
Director Crockett moved and Director Hachey seconded a motion to change item 6C to 
reflect the change in the funding source.               Nine Voted in Favor 
 
Alan Beitman, Superintendent of Schools said the Board of Education sees this as a strategic 
purchase considering the current building will continue to be utilized as a high school building. 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time.  There being no 
comments, the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
* D. Approval of an Amendment of the existing ordinance, Chapter 7, Housing –  
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Property Maintenance Code to provide the certain revisions in the existing 
Property Maintenance Code.  A copy of the proposed amended ordinance may be 
seen in the Town Clerk’s office during business hours. 

 
General Manager Werbner said these are technical changes to the code that have been 
reviewed by the subcommittee of the Board of Directors. 
 
John Hogan, Chief Building Official said the changes were made to make items clearer such as 
postings, problems with chipped paint on houses, compost bin and compost piles.  He said there 
will also be changes in the number of members required to make up the Property Maintenance 
Code of Appeals Board. 
 
Director Crockett said that tenants have also been made to be more accountable concerning 
rental properties, such as garbage disposal. 
 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time. There being no 
comments, the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
* E. Approval of an ordinance authorizing the acquisition for no consideration of two  

(2) parcels of land at the intersection of Tolland Turnpike and North Main Street, 
from the State of Connecticut, with Parcel I being for highway purposes and 
Parcel 2 for municipal purposes.  A copy of the proposed ordinance may be seen 
in the Town Clerk’s office during business hours. 

 
Mark Pellegrini, Director of Neighborhood Services and Economic Development said the 
property is being offered by the State.  He said the impetus to this was that an organization that 
services those with disabilities contacted the Town because there were no accommodations such 
as ramps, etc for those with disabilities and the town is obligated under ADA to provide the 
accommodations. 
 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time. 
 
Tom Stringfellow said he supports this ordinance. 
 
There being no further comments, the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
* F. Approval of an Amendment of the existing ordinance, Chapter 15, Article I, Sec.  

15-4 of the Manchester Code of Ordinances, “Additional Property Tax Exemption 
for Qualified Veterans” to provide a change in said ordinance to authorize the 
veterans exemption for property to be increased from the present amount of 
$3,000.00 to $5,000.00  A copy of the Amendment may be seen in the Town 
Clerk’s office during business hours. 

 
Chairman Cassano said there was a change in legislation that increased the exemption. 
 
General Manager Werbner said 2700 veterans will be affected by this exemption.  He they are 
currently eligible for a tax exemption on their property tax up to $3,000.00, this would increase 
that exemption to the $5,000.00 threshold. 
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Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time.  There being no 
comment, the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
* G. Appropriation to Education Special Projects as follows:  
  1. Head Start Programs………………………………………………$57,024.00 
    to be financed by a grant from USDA. 
  2. Manchester Head Start………………………………………….....$6,886.00 
    to be financed by a grant from the Connecticut State Department 
   of Education. 

3. a.  Enfield Head Start Program……………………………………..$6,121.00 
 to be financed by a grant from the Connecticut State 
 Department of Education. 

b.  Enfield Head Start Expansion Program……………………..…$94,216.00 
 to be financed by a grant from the Connecticut State 
 Department of Education. 

  4. Preschool Special Education (IDEA PART-B)……..…………..…$68,787.00 
    to be financed by a grant from the State of Connecticut. 
  5. Special Education (IDEA PART-B)……………………...……$1,030,476.00 

   to be financed by a grant from the State of Connecticut. 
  6. Great Path Academy……………………………………………..$107,000.00 
    to be financed by an increase in funds from Manchester Community 
   College. 
 
Alan Beitman, Superintendent of Schools said this appropriation was approved by the Board of 
Education.  They are appropriations back into the Board of Education’s budget for entitlements and 
programs that are currently under operation. 
 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time. 
 
Tom Stringfellow spoke in favor of these appropriations. 
 
There being no further comment, the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
Director Sheridan asked if the amounts in item 4 would cover a two-year period or if the amount 
given each year. 
 
Alan Beitman said he believes it is 68,787.00 per year.  He said it is a reauthorization and will have 
to be authorized after 2002. 
 
Director Sheridan asked if the town is at risk of loosing these grants. 
 
Alan Beitman said we are not currently funding at the levels required by law.  He said if the 
amounts were reduced further, it would not be adequate for the programs. 
 
Director Sheridan asked about impacts on funding for Special Education programming. 
 
Alan Beitman said cuts are anticipated in agency and access costs.  There will be no increases in 
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funding. 
 
Director Becker asked if item 6 is a one-time grant and assuming there was no funding next year, 
what would the scenario be. 
 
Alan Beitman said this is a two-year grant, funded by a private foundation.  It will be renewed year, 
barring any changes. 
 
Director Becker asked if this is a four-year program. 
 
Alan Beitman said it is a two-year program.  Students enroll as juniors and seniors.  He said the 
reason being is there are liability issues with having underclassmen on a college campus with adults. 
 
Director Becker asked how would the loss of the grant effect the students enrolled in the program. 
 
Alan Beitman said there would be no direct impact to students; the grant is primarily for the 
purchase of equipment and materials that would remain the property of the Academy. 
 
* H. Appropriations to Special Grants Fund – Human Services, as follows: 
  1. CNA Training Program……………………………………………$27,332.00 
    to be financed by grants from the Capital Region Workforce 
   Development Board and Manchester Housing Authority. 
  2. Ryan White Title I Planning Council………………………………$15,384.00 
    to be financed by additional funds awarded by the City of Hartford. 
  3. Emergency Needs…………………………………………………...$1,840.00 
    to be financed by funds from interest earnings and donations 
   from Lavalley Trust. 
 
General Manager Werbner said the items 1 and 2 are additions to existing appropriations.  Item 3 
is an annual appropriation made for emergency needs, utilized during the winter season for needy 
individuals. 
 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time, there being no comments 
the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
* I. Appropriations to Special Grants Fund – Youth Service Bureau, as follows: 
  1. Positive Youth Development Activities……………………….…….$5,000.00 
   to be financed by a grant from the Alvord Family through the 
   Hartford Foundation for Public Giving. 
  2. Summer Youth Employment Program…………………………...$1,458.00 
   to be financed by a grant from Capital Region Workforce 
   Development Board through Capital Region Education Council. 
  3. Youth Services Donations - Benefit of Children/Youth……………..$60.00 
   to be financed by donations from Robert and Christine Owen and the  
   Tribune Co. for the Hartford Courant in memory of Chelsea Woods, 
   Daughter of Susan and Larry Hartfield. 
 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time, there being no comments 
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the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
* J. Appropriation to Capital Reserve…………………………………………..$8,015.00 
  for bulletproof vests for the Manchester Police Department to be 
  financed by a federal grant. 
 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time, there being no 
comments, the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
* K. Appropriation to Special Grants Fund……………………………………...$3,362.00 
  for drug investigation activities for the Manchester Police Department 
  to be financed by drug investigation forfeiture funds from the State of 
  Connecticut. 
 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time, there being no 
comments, the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
* L. Appropriation to General Fund – General Government………………………$225.00 
  for the Government Academy to be financed by donations which are  
  gratefully acknowledged and accepted. 
 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time. 
 
Tom Stringfellow spoke in favor of this appropriation.  He said it is viable for residents to become 
informed on local government. 
 
There being no further comments the public hearing on this item was closed. 
 
General Manager Werbner said anyone interested in attending the next session beginning in 
Spring 2003, should call Human Resources. 
 
* M. Appropriation to Special Grants Fund…...…………………………………$7,000.00 
  for the restoration of the Soldiers Monument to be financed by a 
  grant from the State of Connecticut. 
 
General Manager Werbner said this is a matching grant with the remainder coming from the 
neighborhood fund. 
 
Chairman Cassano opened the floor for public comment at this time. 
 
Tom Stringfellow spoke in favor of this appropriation. 
 
Director Becker moved and Director Zingler seconded a motion to suspend the rules for 
discussion of item 12H.                 Nine Voted in Favor 
 
 12H. Approval of the revised Town Vehicle Use Policy. 
 
General Manager Werbner said the policy was reviewed in terms of vehicle assignments.  
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There were four categories of usage developed: Vehicle Assigned when On-Call – staff is 
allowed usage of the vehicle for commuting purposes with no personal use allowed; Vehicle-
Assigned Commuting with no personal use allowed; Vehicles-Assigned Commuting-personal 
use within State and Vehicle-Assigned Commuting-personal use within Manchester.  He said the 
Police and Fire Chief are authorized to approve use of a town vehicle.  He said the Board of 
Directors must approve any changes to the policy in advance.  Violation of this policy may result 
in disciplinary action.  A copy of these changes will be distributed to all effected and a signature 
indicating receipt is required by Department Head and staff. 
 
Director Becker said the board had to consider that when those assigned vehicles are 
commuting they’re considered to be on duty and could be called during non-business hours.  He 
said this would specifically apply to detectives within the Department.  He said he is pleased 
with the compromise reached between parties on the issue. 
 
Director Zingler said the Public Works Coordinator was previously assigned to a vehicle with 
no personal use allowed.  That has been changed to vehicle assigned when on-call, which 
reduces the amount of time the vehicle is used.  He said he believes this policy satisfies the 
operational needs of the Town and commended the General Manager for working with the 
Directors. 
 
Director Becker moved and Director Zingler seconded a motion to adopt item 12H. 
                    Nine Voted in Favor 
 
Director Zingler moved and Director Crockett seconded a motion to recess. 
                    Nine Voted in Favor 
 The Board took a brief recess at 9:23 and returned at 9:36p.m. 
 
7. COMMUNICATIONS. 
 
Chairman Cassano spoke about the invitation to the Christmas Party at the Senior Center, 
Saturday, December 14, 2002.   
 
Secretary Scott spoke about letter of resignation from Cathy Anderson from the Housing 
Authority and the letter from Mr. Harrison concerning Health Insurance. 
 
General Manager Werbner said a response was sent to Mr. Harrison today and he believes the 
information sent was complete in terms of the program. 
 
Chairman Cassano said the General Manager has responded and has met with him.  He spoke 
about the letter of resignation from Elsie “Biz” Swensson retiring from the Greater Hartford 
Transit District. 
 
8. REPORTS. 

A. Manager=s Report 
 
General Manager Werbner said a report from the Water Department indicates the Reservoirs 
have been replenished with rain and snow.  He said various public works crews involved with 
the Road Race had done an excellent job on Thanksgiving Day.  He said the status of the ESC 
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suit is that the town will not proceed. 
 
Town Attorney Darby said in discussion with Attorney DiCrecenzo he advised him that he 
doesn’t think the suit is viable for the town. 
 
General Manager Werbner said he would like to meet with the board as soon as possible for 
discussion of possible service reductions.  A tentative date is set for December 17, 2002 at 
7:30a.m. 
 
9. ADOPTED-CONSENT CALENDAR.  Item 6A was added and item 12C was 

removed from the Consent Calendar. 
 
*6A. Approval of an ordinance authorizing the acquisition by a donation of  

premises known as a portion of 301 Adams Street, approximately 1,637 square feet, from 
John M. Purdy, Jr.  A copy of the proposed ordinance may be seen in the Town Clerk’s 
office during business hours. 

*6D. Approval of an Amendment of the existing ordinance, Chapter 7, Housing –  
Property Maintenance Code to provide the certain revisions in the existing Property 
Maintenance Code.  A copy of the proposed amended ordinance may be seen in the 
Town Clerk’s office during business hours.  

*6E. Approval of an ordinance authorizing the acquisition for no consideration of two  
(2) parcels of land at the intersection of Tolland Turnpike and North Main Street, from 
the State of Connecticut, with Parcel I being for highway purposes and Parcel 2 for 
municipal purposes.  A copy of the proposed ordinance may be seen in the Town Clerk’s 
office during business hours. 

*6F. Approval of an Amendment of the existing ordinance, Chapter 15, Article I, Sec.  
15-4 of the Manchester Code of Ordinances, “Additional Property Tax Exemption for 
Qualified Veterans” to provide a change in said ordinance to authorize the veterans 
exemption for property to be increased from the present amount of $3,000.00 to 
$5,000.00  A copy of the Amendment may be seen in the Town Clerk’s office during 
business hours.   

*6G. Appropriation to Education Special Projects as follows:  
 1. Head Start Programs………………………………………………$57,024.00 

 to be financed by a grant from USDA. 
 2. Manchester Head Start………………………………………….....$6,886.00 

 to be financed by a grant from the Connecticut State Department 
  of Education. 

3. a.  Enfield Head Start Program……………………………………..$6,121.00 
to be financed by a grant from the Connecticut State 
Department of Education. 
b.  Enfield Head Start Expansion Program……………………..…$94,216.00 
to be financed by a grant from the Connecticut State 
Department of Education. 

4. Preschool Special Education (IDEA PART-B)……..…………..…$68,787.00 
  to be financed by a grant from the State of Connecticut. 
 5. Special Education (IDEA PART-B)……………………...……$1,030,476.00 

 to be financed by a grant from the State of Connecticut. 
 6. Great Path Academy……………………………………………..$107,000.00 
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  to be financed by an increase in funds from Manchester Community 
  College. 
*6H. Appropriations to Special Grants Fund – Human Services, as follows: 

1. CNA Training Program……………………………………………$27,332.00 
  to be financed by grants from the Capital Region Workforce 
  Development Board and Manchester Housing Authority. 

2. Ryan White Title I Planning Council………………………………$15,384.00 
  to be financed by additional funds awarded by the City of Hartford. 

3. Emergency Needs…………………………………………………...$1,840.00 
  to be financed by funds from interest earnings and donations 
  from Lavalley Trust. 
*6I. Appropriations to Special Grants Fund – Youth Service Bureau, as follows: 

1. Positive Youth Development Activities……………………….…….$5,000.00 
  to be financed by a grant from the Alvord Family through the 

 Hartford Foundation for Public Giving. 
  2. Summer Youth Employment Program…………………………...$1,458.00 

 to be financed by a grant from Capital Region Workforce 
  Development Board through Capital Region Education Council. 
  3. Youth Services Donations - Benefit of Children/Youth……………..$60.00 
  to be financed by donations from Robert and Christine Owen and the  
  Tribune Co. for the Hartford Courant in memory of Chelsea Woods, 
  daughter of Susan and Larry Hartfield. 
*6J. Appropriation to Capital Reserve…………………………………………..$8,015.00 
 for bulletproof vests for the Manchester Police Department to be  

financed by a federal grant. 
*6K. Appropriation to Special Grants Fund……………………………………...$3,362.00 
 for drug investigation activities for the Manchester Police Department 
 to be financed by drug investigation forfeiture funds from the State of 
 Connecticut. 
*6L. Appropriation to General Fund – General Government………………………$225.00 
 for the Government Academy to be financed by donations which are  
 gratefully acknowledged and accepted. 
*6M. Appropriation to Special Grants Fund…...…………………………………$7,000.00 
 for the restoration of the Soldiers Monument to be financed by a 
 grant from the State of Connecticut. 
*12A. Allocation in Water Reserve of $70,000 for the purpose of conducting a Water 
 Vulnerability Assessment as required by the Federal Homeland Security Act to 
 be financed by unallocated. 
*12B. Acceptance of office furniture in the amount of $15,500 from Dennis Botticello in 

memory 
of his father Anthony Botticello, which is gratefully acknowledged and accepted. 

*12C. Transfer in General Fund of $50,000 from Public Works to Interfund Transfers – 
Transfer 

to Capital Reserve and associated allocation in Capital Reserve for High School grounds 
improvements. 

*12D. Authorization for the General Manager to sign a contract with the Connecticut  
Department of Environmental Protection for a Supplemental Environmental Project to 
benefit the Hockanum River Pedestrian Bridge. 
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*12E. Approval of settlement for Daniel Lugo for a permanent partial disability benefit  
for a work related injury. 

*12F. Acceptance of miscellaneous donations from the public to the Youth Service  
Bureau, which are gratefully acknowledged and accepted. 

 
Director Crockett moved and Secretary Scott seconded a motion to adopt the Consent 
Calendar.                   Eight Voted in Favor 

Director Zingler not Present 
 
10. ACTION OF ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARINGS. 
 

6B. Approval of an Ordinance authorizing the purchase of premises known as 
143 Summit Street for the sum of $112,500.00 from Mohammed Talukdar and 
Amira Kahtun.  A copy of the proposed ordinance may be seen in the Town 
Clerk’s office during business hours. 

 
Secretary Scott said she would like to hear more about the negative report from the Planning 
and Zoning Commission concerning this item. 
 
General Manager Werbner said Commission members felt that since there was no definite 
need for this property due to a high school expansion, the property should not be acquired at this 
time.  Members also expressed concerns with taking the property off of the tax roles and the 
town assuming ownership and maintenance.  He said there was also discussion on the possibility 
of taking the property by eminent domain if necessary at a future date. 
 
Chairman Cassano said traditionally we would try to stay away from that process.  He said 
there is a good price for the property and agrees with the purchase because the high school will 
probably remain at its current location. 
 
Director Becker asked if the Planning and Zoning Commission is charged to advise the Board 
of Directors on how to conduct public policy. 
 
General Manager Werbner said they would give an advisory opinion to the board that the 
board could override with a two-thirds vote. 
 
Director Becker asked what would be done with the property after it is acquired and if the plan 
is to demolish. 
 
General Manager Werbner said the Town has on occasion has relocated residents from 
apartments and housing based upon property maintenance codes and other concerns.  He said if 
its possible to utilize the property for this purpose and if arrangements could be made with the 
Housing Authority to manage the properties; then the town would look into keeping the house up 
until such time it is needed for school purposes. 
 
Director Becker said the property is solid and could be utilized for temporary housing until such 
time the open land is needed. 
 
Secretary Scott said she is concerned with the configuration of the property.  She said it is 
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adjoining to the Perrett Place and High School and is an awkward piece of land to be used and 
doesn’t see it as a benefit to the Town unless the surrounding properties are also acquired. 
 
General Manager Werbner said in terms of the necessity to acquire the additional properties if 
the owners were interested in selling in the future.  He said there has also been discussion on 
contacting the owners of the properties to see if they would consider the town as an option if 
they were to become interested in selling. 
 
Director Hachey said he would support this item.  He said the message is clear that residents 
would like the high school to remain at its current location. 
 
Vice-Chairman Howroyd said he agrees with Director Hachey.  He said he would not want to 
demolish the property immediately until a more definitive plan was developed for the high 
school site. 
 
Director Spadaccini said he also supports the acquisition.  He said he is glad there are no 
immediately plans to develop the property and likes the idea of utilizing the property as 
temporary housing. 
 
Director Crockett said he supports the acquisition.  He thanked the General Manager and the 
Director of Operations for reacting quickly when the property became available. 
 
Director Sheridan said he strongly supports the acquisition.  He said he supports acquiring 
properties in close proximity to schools where additional land may be needed in the future. 
 
 
Vice-Chairman Howroyd moved and Director Crockett seconded a motion to adopt item 
6B.                    Eight Voted in Favor 

Director Zingler not Present 
 

6C Appropriation in General Fund – Interfund Transfers- 
 Transfer to Capital 

Reserve……………………………………………$125,000.00 
 and associated allocation in Capital Reserve for acquisition and demolition of 143 

Summit Street to be financed by designated General Fund fund balance. 
 
Vice-Chairman Howroyd said he wanted to reiterate that demolition is not the board’s priority. 
 
Director Sheridan asked if the money could be diverted into improving the property. 
 
Director Spadaccini said the money could be allocated and not specify a purpose. 
 
Director Crockett moved and Director Becker seconded a motion to adopt item 6C. 
                    Eight Voted in Favor 

Director Zingler not Present 
 
11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 
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A. REMOVED FROM AGENDA-Appointment of a member (D) to the Human 
Relations Commission with a term expiring November 2003. 

B. REMOVED FROM AGENDA-Appointment to the Cheney Brothers National 
Historic District Commission with a term expiring November 2002, to replace 
John Read (D). 

C. REMOVED FROM AGENDA-Appointment to the Zoning Board of Appeals 
with a term expiring November 2002, to replace Edward Coltman (D). 

 
Secretary Scott moved and Vice-Chairman Howroyd seconded a motion to remove items 
11A, B and C from the agenda to be substituted with the list of Democratic Appointments 
as follows: 
 
Substitution: ADOPTED -  

DEMOCRATIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
Board/Commission   Name     Term Expiring 
 
Advisory Board of Health   Christopher Cavanna, 214 South Main Street  November 2007 
 
Advisory Park & Recreation   Dennis Cumberbatch, 95 Olcott Street  November 2005 
      Thomas Tierney, 150 Tonica Spring Trail November 2005 
 
Bennet Housing Corporation   James Sullivan, Esq., 22 Duncan Road   November 2007 
 
Board of Assessment Appeals   Joseph Diminico, 26 Finley Street   November 2005 
 
Building Committee    Francis Maffe, 116 Croft Drive    November 2005 

     Peter LaBelle, 192 Wells Street   November 2005 
      David Sombric, 77 Elizabeth Drive  November 2005 
 
Cable TV Advisory Committee   Vacancy     July 2003 
      Vacancy     July 2003 
 
Cheney Hall Foundation, Inc.   Bonnie Krawiec, 586 Gardner Street  November 2005 
      Debra Freund, 126 Brandy Street,  November 2005 

  Bolton, CT 06043 
      Margaret Jacobson, 143 Boulder Road  November 2005 
      Liz Tracy, Recreation Department  December 2003 
      Cynthia DiNardo, 848 Center Street  December 2003 
 
Cheney Brothers Nat’l Historic   James Tatro, 200 Redwood Road  November 2005 

    Dorothy Brindamour, 6 Morse Road  November 2005 
    Arthur Lassow, 89 Helaine Road  November 2005 
    Rita McParland, 63 Nutmeg Dr.  November 2005 

 Ex Officio   David Smith, 28 Raymond Road  November 2003 
 (Manchester Historical Society) 

 
Commission on Aging    Linda LaPolla, 41B Downey Drive  November 2005 
 
Commission for People w/ Disabilities 

     Laurie Prytko, 34 Robert Street   November 2005 
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Emergency Medical Services   David Billings, 391 Woodbridge Street  November 2005 
    (Fire Department) 
 
Ethics Commission    Anne Campbell-Maxwell, 30 Forest Street November 2005 
 
Fair Rent Commission    Warren Packer, 374 Lydall Street  November 2005 
 
Hartford Regional Tourism   Barbara Weinberg, 157 Pitkin Street  November 2005 
 
Housing Authority    Kevin O’Brien, 252 Bush Hill Road  November 2005 
 
Housing Commission    Sylvia Hadge, 50 Cushman Drive (nonprofit) November 2005 
      Roberta Woods, 6 Candlewood Drive  November 2005 
 
Human Relations Commission   Joseph Rafala, 58 Hawthorne Street  November 2005 
      Marilyn Lassow, 102 Hollister Street  November 2005 
 
Library Board                                             November 2005 
      Hollis Cassano, 1109 East Middle Turnpike November 2005 
      Margaret Churchill, 15 St. John Street  November 2005 
      Karen Poulin, 211 Woodbridge Street  November 2003 
 
Manchester Arts Commission   Joanne Hachey, 91 Diane Drive   November 2003 

     Margit Hartl, 23 City View   November 2003 
      Hans Weiss, 138 Oakland Street  November 2003 
 
Manchester Arts Council   Liz Tracy, Recreation Department   November 2003 
 
Manchester Country Club   Stephen Penny, 114 W. Vernon Street  November 2003 
 
Planning & Zoning    James Griffin, 55 Oak Forest Drive  November 2007 
 
Alternates for P&Z    Jason Doucette 63 Elm St. Unit 119  November 2004 
      Joseph Diminico, 26 Finley Street  November 2004 
 
Property Maintenance Code Of Appeals 

   Vacancy (D)      
 
Redevelopment Agency    Kevin O’Brien, 202 West Center Street  November 2007 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals   Anthony Adamczyk, 50 Coolidge Street  November 2007 
 
Alternates for ZBA    Michael Kirk, 215 Hollister Street  November 2006 
 
                    Eight Voted in Favor 

Director Zingler not Present 
 
12. NEW BUSINESS. 
 
 G. ADOPTED-Approval of the MEU contract from July 1, 2002 to June 30, 2006. 
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General Manager Werbner said this is the agreement with the Clerical and Technical Union.  
The primary changes were economic in terms of this being the fifth of seven unions agreeing to 
the insurance packages. 
 
Director Becker said this is a fair contract and he will support this item. 
 
Director Hachey said he will also support this item. 
 
Director Spadaccini said he supports this item. 
 
Secretary Scott moved and Vice-Chairman Howroyd seconded the motion to adopt item 
12G.                    Eight Voted in Favor 

Director Zingler not Present – One Abstention:  Director Crockett 
 
 

I. TABLED-Appointment of two (2) alternate members to the Property 
Maintenance Board of Appeals for a three-year term. 

 
Secretary Scott moved and Vice-Chairman Howroyd seconded a motion to table item 12I. 
                   Eight Voted in Favor 

Director Zingler not Present 
 
13. FURTHER COMMENT AND DISCUSSION BY BOARD MEMBERS ON ITEMS 

FOR FUTURE AGENDAS OR OF GENERAL CONCERN. 
 
Director Hachey commented on behalf of Director Zingler on the success of the Turkey, Pig 
and Goose Ball. 
 
Director Becker spoke about the budget.  He said the town would have to find savings in this 
year’s budget in order to balance the revenues that the town wouldn’t receive from the State. 
 
Director Crockett asked about the condition of the Town’s snow budget. 
 
General Manager Werbner said that budget is in good standing.  He said it is still early in the 
season but we would look to receive town-aid if necessary. 
 
Secretary Scott said she hopes the board would look closely into the petition to consider a 
Living Wage Ordinance.  She said she would like to see the community take a stand in 
opposition to the proposed municipal cuts. 
Chairman Cassano asked the General Manager to prepare correspondence conveying the 
board’s concerns. 
 
Director Crockett said he prefers everyone received a copy for review first before it goes out. 
 
Director Becker said the State Legislators gave the authority exercised by the Governor.  He 
said should a letter be sent, the Legislators should also receive copy.  He said it appears to him 
that the letter, should it be sent, would appear that we are “whining” about the situation and he 
thinks that we would be better off explaining that we are willing to work with the Legislators to 
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help the State through the crisis. 
 
Chairman Cassano said he has no problems with writing individual letters but he thinks a letter 
from the board would be stronger.  He said he respectfully disagrees with Director Becker that 
we are “whining”; when in fact it is the interest of 55 thousand residents in the community at 
stake.  He said to not defend the taxpayers in the community would be a disservice. 
 
Director Hachey said he agrees with Director Becker that the Legislators have to be aware of 
our concerns.  He thanked Secretary Scott for encouraging the petitioners of the Living Wage 
Ordinance. 
 
Director Spadaccini said we are moving into tough times and tough decisions will have to be 
made concerning the budget.  He said no one wants the cuts in state aid but the reality is that the 
economy has made it such that there is are budget shortfalls at the state level.  He said he is in 
support of lobbying the Legislators as long as it doesn’t turn into something negative. 
 
Chairman Cassano said if a letter could prevent another half-million dollars from being cut that 
we would be successful. 
 
Director Sheridan said he and Director Zingler as new members of the board of directors, have 
a tremendous admiration for the senior members.  He said he believes that the current group is 
the probably the best that Manchester could produce to handle this situation. 
 
Chairman Cassano wished everyone Happy Hanukkah, a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT. 
Director Crockett moved and Secretary Scott seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
                    Eight Voted in Favor 

Director Zingler not Present 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:45p.m. until the January 7, 2003 Regular Meeting of 
the Board of Directors. 

 
 
APPROVE:    ATTEST: 
 
          _______________________________________ 
          Secretary, Manchester Board of Directors 
ahm 


