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MINUTES OF THE MONTCLAIR PLANNING BOARD MEETING

September 28, 2015

Call to Order  :     Chair Wynn called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm and announced that it 
had been properly noticed in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.  

Roll Call  :     Chair Wynn, Councilor McMahon, Mr. Schwartz, Mr. Brandon, Ms. Willis, Ms. 
Seip, Mr. Rooney, Mr. DeSalvo, Mr. Neiss and Ms. Talley were present.    Vice Chair 
Kurzweil and Mr. Brodock were excused.

Minutes:  The minutes from the August 24 Planning Board meeting were presented to the
Board.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Mr. DeSalvo, seconded by 
Councilor McMahon and approved unanimously.   

Montclair Center Gateway 2 Redevelopment Plan  

Gerry Giosa gave a brief presentation on the parking and traffic issues associated with 
the plan.  Ira Smith gave an overall presentation of the plan.  He started with a discussion 
of all redevelopment projects along Bloomfield Avenue, and then presented a massing 
study of the proposed Gateway 2 redevelopment plan.

Chair Wynn opened the meeting to public comment.   

Maggie Joralemon of 65 Portland Place prepared a statement which she read into the 
record.  She stated that her neighborhood has been impacted by construction of the 
Valley and Bloom project, and with the new construction in the Gateway 2 redevelopment 
plan, her neighborhood will continue to be impacted.  She voiced her strong support for 
the 20 percent set aside in the current IZO.

William Scott thanked the public for waiting to address the Board.  He introduced Al 
Pelham, President of the local NAACP.  Mr. Pelham voiced his support requiring a 20% 
set aside for affordable housing.

Mary Krugman, of Myrtle Avenue, stated that 95 percent of the buildings on Bloomfield 
Avenue are less than 6 stories in height.  She stated that mass should follow mass and 
building heights should be reduced.  She stated that the proposed addition to the police 
station should be eliminated from the plan.  The addition is too modernistic and does not 
reflect the Beaux Arts style of the building.  The addition will lose the building’s sense of 
presence on the street.  She also stated that as a resident of Myrtle Avenue, she is 
experiencing overflow parking from the downtown, with cars now parking daily on her 
street.

David Grill, 11 Prescott Avenue, stated that he is troubled by the affordable housing 
debate.  He felt that Montclair Township is the type of community that should embrace 
affordable housing.
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Patricia Divine Barnes stated that she is a resident of Montclair that now lives in the 
Siena.  She realizes that only 10 percent of the units in the Siena are affordable.  She felt 
that a 20 percent set aside better reflects the vision and values of the community.  She 
also felt that new development should include water reclamation infrastructure.

Kathleen Bennet stated that the police station is an important building.  She pointed to the
standards established by the Secretary of the Interior that should be followed to ensure 
that it remains, without an addition.

David Herron stated that the plan should be simple and clear and should follow the law, 
which requires a 20 percent set aside for affordable housing.

Renee Baskerville stated that she has met with the Civil Rights Commission, who stands 
firmly in support of the stance taken by the NAACP and that it is a civil rights violation to 
reduce the affordable housing set aside.

Maya Whitaker of 83 High Street stated that she supports the comments made by Mary 
Krugman.  She is sympathetic to the need for more affordable housing.  She emphasized 
the importance to maintain the police station in its current configuration.

Susan White of 20 Portland Place asked who will own the land once the redevelopment is
complete.  Ms. Talley stated that the Township’s intent is to lease the property to a 
developer.  Ms. White stated that she is still concerned about the additional traffic from a 
parking deck.  She wants the plan to prohibit trucks from traveling on Portland Place.   
She stated that there is no apparent need for self-storage in Montclair.  She said that the 
objective of the gateway plan sounds exciting, but the actual plan is disappointing.  The 
Township can do better at balancing historic and economic interests.  She pointed out that
there are not that many buildings in the Township that have been considered for landmark
status.

Ms. Willis stated that the Board has supported the 20 percent set aside in the past and 
the statement that the Board has not is a misconception.

Lisanne Renner of 42 Godfrey Road stated that the police station is a key historic building
and that permitting an additional two stories will set a dangerous precedent.

Ruth Peretti stated that she is concerned about the appearance of new development.  
She questioned why the Township is permitted development that has an aesthetic that is 
not appropriate.

Joe Adamante of 51 Portland Place stated that he lives across the street from the 
proposed entrance to the parking deck and he is concerned about the impact of traffic.

There being no additional public comments, Chair Wynn stated that public comments on 
this plan are closed and that the Planning Board will discuss the plan at the next 
workshop meeting.  The discussion was continued to the October 26 Planning Board 
meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
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Janice Talley, P.P., AICP
Planning Board Secretary
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