
MINUTES
City of New Castle Tree Commission Meeting 

November 3, 2014 -- 5:30 p.m. 
City of New Castle Town Hall

Members Present: John Lloyd
Nancy Coning
Pam Patone
Erv Thatcher
Tom Truman

Member Absent: Gretchen Niedermayer

Also Present: Debbie Turner, Stenographer

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  

Minutes – A motion was made and seconded to approve the 7/7/14 minutes as 
distributed.  Motion was approved.  

New Business – Bill Blest informed the commissioners that a female ginkgo tree in front of his 
house is dropping fruit and is a nuisance.  He wanted to know what options are available to 
him.  
Mr. Lloyd made a motion to remove the tree.  Mr. Thatcher seconded.
The tree was planted by the Tree Commission arborist many years ago.  Mr. Blest is interested 
in planting another tree and will refer to the approved list of acceptable species to make a 
selection. 
Motion approved.

Lisa Samson, 13 The Strand, questioned a tree at the far corner of the Jefferson Apartments 
that is covered with ivy and does not look good.  Mr. Lloyd will look at the tree.  
There is a honey locust tree at the foot of Alexander Alley that may be removed due to damage
(6/2/14 minutes).  She questions the tree’s removal.  Mr. Lloyd said the tree does have 
numerous physical problems.  Alice Jarvis had her tree expert look at the tree.  His assessment 
is the tree is healthy.  It may have been struck by lightning.  Mr. Lloyd is interested in talking 
with Mr. Jarvis’ arborist.  

Alice Jarvis, 15 The Strand, would like to plant a tree in front of her house (wire side).  Mr. 
Lloyd instructed her to select a location for the tree and welcomes homeowners paying for the 
tree with the understanding the tree would be a City tree once it is planted.  Discussion 
followed about spacing for trees and curbs.  Mr. Lloyd said 31 inches minimum is needed.

Member Reports
Mr. Thatcher – There are 10-12 trees, some with broken branches, in the area of the 600 block 
of Clymer Street, Dobbinsville that needs to be cleaned up.  It is City property.  

Mr. Truman – He was contacted by a resident about a maple tree in front of 25 The Strand.  
The resident said he and another resident would pay for removal of this tree and planting of 
another tree.  The maple tree is on the removal list but has not been approved yet.  
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Mr. Lloyd said the Tree Commission has no problem with the proposal but wants notice to be 
given to the homeowner at 25 The Strand.  Mr. Truman will speak with the homeowner.  
The City has a problem with street sweeping versus trees.  The City wants to train City 
personnel to prune trees that interfere with street sweeping operations.  Trimming of trees is 
the Tree Commission’s responsibility.  Ms. Coning questions the employees’ qualifications.  
Messrs. Thatcher and Truman are not in favor.    
Ms. Patone asked how complicated some of the trimming might be and whether proper 
supervision would be provided during the training phase.  Mr. Lloyd thinks the City needs to 
indicate what training resources the City has and what resources they anticipate.

Mr. Lloyd reviewed the following:
 At present, 80 trees need pruning.  There are approximately 25-30 tree removals on the 

list.  Commissioners were asked to look at the trees on the removal list for discussion at the
next meeting.

 He has contacted City Council and City Council President Linda Ratchford about 
membership with the Tree Commission, specifically the number needed for a quorum and 
total membership.  There are two residents interested in serving and Mr. Lloyd will submit 
their names to City Council for consideration.  

 The Trustees of the New Castle Common want to cut down the pine trees next to the tennis 
courts.  He asked commissioners to look at the trees and discuss at next month’s meeting.  

 Catalpa tree, Second Street – He will discuss with the State Forester.

The meeting was adjourned at 6 p.m.
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