
City of New Castle Delaware 

City Council Special Meeting at Town Hall 

201 Delaware Street – New Castle 

Friday, February 21, 2020 – 1:30 p.m. 

 

Call to Order: 1: 30 PM  

 

Roll Call 

Councilperson Suzanne M. Souder 

Councilperson Russell P. Smith 

Council President Linda Ratchford 

Councilperson Michael M. Platt 

Councilperson Valarie W. Leary 

 

Also present: 

William Barthel, City Administrator 

Kathy Walls, City Finance Coordinator 

Janet Carlin, City Treasurer 

 

Regarding agenda item number one, Discussion and Decision on Running a Sewer Line on 

Delaware Street (Council President Ratchford– posted 02/14/2020), the City Administrator 

provided some background information and detail. If a decision on this is not made at this 

meeting, the road will not be completed until the end of October. 

Council discussed whether or not Council foresees wanting a public restroom facility in the 

future, at the location in question, as a factor in determining whether to fund the sewer line. The 

City Administrator provided the recommendations given by City Architect Leila Hamroun to the 

Council members. 

The City Administrator stated that the funds to put in the sewer line in question are included in 

the budgeted amounts, some received and some not at this point, for the overall Delaware Street 

project. 

After a motion and second, the decision to run a sewer line on Delaware Street was approved by 

a vote of four to one: 

The vote count is as follows:   

Councilperson Suzanne M. Souder    – Yes 

Councilperson Russell P. Smith    – Yes  

Council President Linda Ratchford   – Yes  

Councilperson Michael M. Platt   – No 

Councilperson Valarie W. Leary   – Yes  

 

Regarding agenda item number two, Infrastructure Discussion, (Council President Ratchford– 

posted 02/14/2020), the City Administrator provided the following projects for discussion: 



 2nd Street from the Town Hall to the terminus (estimate $300,000 with granite curbs, 

$200,000 with paving only). It was noted that Delmarva will be responsible for the mill 

and overlay, as they will be putting in gas lines. 

 East 13
th

 Street in Balton (estimated at $125,000) 

 Brylgon Avenue (mill and overlay estimated at $150,000) 

 Penn Street (mill and overlay, and partial reconstruct, estimated at $150,000) 

Potential future storm sewer and drain needs were discussed, as well as Delmarva plans for 

updates and gas line replacements. 

Regarding agenda item number three, General Budget Discussion (Council President Ratchford– 

posted 02/14/2020), the upcoming general budgeting process was reviewed, which will include 

determining priorities, city staff recommendations, long-term planning, and multiple projects to 

be considered. 

The possibility of fundraising by and for various organizations, such as the Community 

Partnership and Goodwill Fire Company, was discussed. 

After a motion and second, the meeting was adjourned at 3:44 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,     

Brian Whitaker Clerk of the City of New Castle 

 

Next Regular Meeting Date: March 10, 2020 

Posted: 02/14/2020 

 


