
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OAKLAND HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION  

Approved Final Minutes 

May 15, 2019   Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

 1 

 

   

 

The Charter Township of Oakland Historic District Commission met on May 15, 2019 at the main 

township hall, located at 4393 Collins Road, Rochester, MI 48306. The HDC meeting was called to 

order at 7:05 pm.  

 

PRESENT: David Phillips, Chairman 

Gene Ferrera, Vice Chair  

John Sanderson, Secretary 

Robert Bowen, Commissioner 

Bruce Parkinson, Commissioner  

 

ABSENT:   Ron Bargy, Commissioner 

Don Westphal, Commissioner 

 

 Barbara Barber, Historic Preservation Planner, was in attendance. 

  

 Guests:   Susie Pomaranski, Oakland Township resident 

   Tammis Donaldson, Ekocite Architect 

          

ABBREVIATIONS:  The following may be found throughout this document: 

 HDC – Historic District Commission 

 CLF – Cranberry Lake Farm Historic District  

 OTBT – Oakland Township Board of Trustees 

 OTHS – Oakland Township Historical Society   

 SHPO – State Historic Preservation Office    

 PRC – Parks and Recreation Commission  

 OTBD – Oakland Township Building Department 

  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG 

 

Chairman Phillips led the Commissioners in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 

States of America. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Secretary Sanderson called roll for the HDC May meeting and it was recorded that 

Commissioners Bargy and Westphal were absent with notice. 

 

    

APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA FOR MAY 15, 2019   

 

MOVED BY VICE CHAIR FERRERA to adopt the agenda as submitted for the May 15, 2019 

meeting.  SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER PARKINSON. 

 

MOTION PASSED. 
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APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES:  APRIL 17, 2019   

 

MOVED BY VICE CHAIR FERRERA to approve the regular meeting minutes as submitted for 

the April 17, 2019 meeting.  SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER PARKINSON. 

 

MOTION PASSED. 

 

WELCOME PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There was no public comment at this time. 

 

APPLICATION 2019-03-1851 PARKS-NEWBERRY HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

MOVED BY VICE CHAIR FERRERA to accept as complete historic district application #2019-

03-1851. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER PARKINSON. 

 

Barb Barber referred to the submitted application for changes to a local historic district. The 

application contained drawings of building elevations for a rear addition to the main house. Ms. 

Barber said the project architect and homeowner were in attendance. Ms. Tammis Donaldson, 

Ekocite Architects said the addition is for a family room and a master bedroom as well as a 

correctional change to a previous addition that had severe deterioration. Ms. Donaldson said the 

addition will not change the Greek Revival front façade of the structure.   

 

MOTION PASSED. 

 

Vice Chair Ferrera said a reconstruction normally attempts to replace what was original, and the 

applicant is reconstructing the addition.  

 

VICE CHAIR FERRERA MOVES TO AWARD A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

for the work as proposed in Application #2019-03-1851. The application submitted by Susie and 

Mike Pomeranski for the Parks-Newberry Historic District, located at 1851 Parks Road, sidwell 

number 10-12-400-008 based on the information in this application with attachments based on 

the Secretary of Interior Standards #5, and also include #9 and #10. A reconstruction will be 

clearly identified as contemporary recreation. Number 9 states new additions, exterior 

alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the 

property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the 

massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and 

its environment. Number, 10 new additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be 

undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 

historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.   

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER PARKINSON.  

 

MOTION PASSED.  
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Vice-Chair Ferrera thanked the applicant for taking the effort to hire an architect early on in the 

project to help with making these designs best for the community as well as the homeowner. 

 

 

HISTORIC DISTRICTS UPDATE   

 

Michigan Historical Marker PCCM 

The Paint Creek Cider Mill (PCCM) State Historical Marker has been approved by the Michigan 

Historical Commission. The Commissioners asked Barb Barber to research installation costs.  

 

Jan Olsen, Township resident offered congratulations to the HDC for their efforts in bringing this 

marker. She said she and her husband are very grateful and appreciate all the work that has gone 

into having this historical marker. She said this designation helps people remember how 

important our Paint Creek Cider Mill is to our community. Chairman Phillips agreed with the 

importance of the PCCM and thanked her for her comments.  

 

Paint Creek Cider Mill National Register nomination process has been frustrating and the 

Commissioners are at the end of making further attempts to have the building listed in the 

National Register. Barb Barber apologized for not being able to obtain this status as she has been 

working on the process for several years since 2014 [approval of the Preliminary Application]. 

Vice-chair Ferrera stated that for the amount of time that has been spent trying, he does not see 

the value in continuing. Commissioner Sanderson suggested a letter be drafted and sent to the 

State Historic Preservation Office stating our disappointment with their intransient role. He said 

their mission should be to help our efforts, yet instead we have received repeated road blocks for 

five years. Vice-chair Ferrera said it is not hurting us to not have the designation at this time. 

 

MOVED BY COMMISSIONER PARKINSON to table the PCCM National Register nomination 

for a future date. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SANDERSON. 

 

MOTION PASSED.  

 

 

CRANBERRY LAKE FARM HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

A. Maintenance Progress 

Barb Barber provided an update on the Shed pad replacement timeline and provided project 

details on the pitch. She met with landscape contractors and requested improvements to the 

Junipers and that the main house frontage scrub should be cleared. She also met with a 

construction contractor who provided costs for a variety of maintenance jobs.  The 

Commissioners agrees these items were necessary maintenance items in the budget and they 

should be completed. Barb Barber included some ‘to be determined’ items which needed 

more research: hen house water usage, animal pens or chicken runs, fence whitewash, and 

horse paddocks. Commissioner Sanderson was interested in learning more when these items 

could be research further.  
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The cedar picnic table was being made and there was some question regarding on going 

anticipated maintenance. The Commissioners agreed to have the table sealed and secured 

with an anchoring system. Barb Barber listed other items that had been cleared, mulched, 

and maintained within the historic grounds over the last month. 

  

B. Implement Restoration Matrix 

The Commissioners discussed the implement restoration and decided to have three items 

restored for a cost of $500 and a delivery charge of $100. POR-15 was going to be applied 

to the implements as a rust inhibitor to help the life of the farm equipment sitting outside in 

the elements. 

 

MOVED BY VICE CHAIR FERRERA to have the three items restored with POR-15. 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER PARKINSON. 

 

MOTION PASSED. 

 

Commissioner Sanderson asked about the ownership of the implements and how that 

pertains to the HDC restoring the items. Barb Barber said that would be discussed further 

with the OTHS, and it had been suggested in email correspondence that the implements may 

be donated to the farm to be kept on display. Vice-chair Ferrera stated it should be an HDC 

mission to have the implements protected with general maintenance. 

 

i. Orchard Sprayer Engine 

Commissioner Sanderson met with township resident Mr. Comps who had an old 

engine to donate for the recently restored orchard sprayer. The engine was a Briggs 

and Stratton from 1940s. Commissioner Sanderson said it was in good condition and 

needed to be cleaned up, with the addition of a new decal and a belt. Chairman 

Phillips invited the public out to learn about farming equipment from the past. 

 

MOVED BY VICE CHAIR FERRERA to accept the donation of the engine and 

include the purchase of additional items mentioned above, and to thank Mike Comps 

for the donation. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER PARKINSON.  

 

MOTION PASSED.  

 

Barb Barber thanked Commissioner Sanderson for all his work on researching 

engines and working with the donation to help secure the perfect engine. 

 

C. Landscape Design Plans 

Vice-chair Ferrera said a landscape plan would help guide the planning for redevelopment. 

Barb Barber had supplied an RFP example from PRC and talked with Brian Delvin who had 

prior experience working on the CLF Master Landscape plan. Vice-chair Ferrera said more 

detail in needed on plant selections, specifications, planting instructions, so areas of the farm 

could be bid out to landscapers. Barb Barber shared a proposal from Mr. Devlin with an up 

to amount for designing the horseshoe garden. Vice-chair Ferrera said he would like to 
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discuss further with Commissioner Westphal and requested to wait for a future meeting. 

Barb Barber said she heard comments about an abundance of too many ferns taking over the 

Junipers. Vice-chair Ferrera said he wanted to have the landscape in the horseshoe garden 

restored properly to its time period of the 1940s.  

 

D. Feasibility Report for Barns – Discussion 

Barb Barber recommended a feasibility study for the variety of barns at the farm to provide a 

cost assessment, and determine design, and zoning. She said it would be helpful to have a better 

idea of the finished product to apply for grant funding. Ms. Tammis Donaldson from the MI 

Barn Preservation Network had worked on some of the buildings at the farm and suggested 

options for reusing barns or having functional barn or more of pavilion style structures. Vice-

chair Ferrera suggested a meeting with Ms. Donaldson could help determine the next steps and 

provide a report on what would be involved for having a feasibility study completed. Then the 

HDC can decide at the next meeting how they want to proceed. Chairman Phillips, 

Commissioner Parkinson, and Commissioner Bowen can meet to help with the report.  

 

E. Program Planning 

The HDC Social Media Relations intern, Mario Ogu completed his last day on May 10. He 

supplied a list of achievements that Barb Barber shared with the Commissioners.  Barb 

Barber said he was very helpful with setting up Facebook, Twitter, and Google forms to link 

with the website.  

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLANNERS REPORT 

 

The Township newsletter pages for the HDC were submitted by Barb Barber which advertised the 

historic door photo competition, some local historic districts, programs, and HDC meeting schedule.  

Barb Barber provided information on the Grand Champion Schuette Oak tree and asked if anyone 

was interested in giving a presentation about the tree to the OTBT. 

Barb Barber asked if the HDC would like to consider a part-time casual assistant for eight hours a 

week to help with a variety of projects.  

 

MOVED BY VICE CHAIR FERRERA to approve the casual position for eight hours a week. 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER PARKINSON (BOWEN?) 

 

MOTION PASSED.  

 

Barb Barber thanked Sue Fox from the OTHS for volunteering to help staff the wedding shower 

rental on the past Sunday. She said there is more interest for another wedding this June. 

Drone training is provided by the Rochester Fire Dept. and Barb Barber contacted them about having 

a training at CLF so the video could be used for promotional reasons.  

She thanked the Rochester Hills HDC, Van Hoosen Farm for including the OT HDC in the 

preservation month presentation. 

 

The State is having their five-year preservation master plan reviewed and holding a free regional 

workshop on May 21, 2019 in Detroit, MI. 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OAKLAND HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION  

Approved Final Minutes 

May 15, 2019   Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

 6 

 

   

 

The MI Barn Preservation Network is holding its conference in Ann Arbor touring barns and 

learning about barn preservation. Ms. Tammis Donaldson provided some history of the conference 

and invited all to attend.  

 

HDC MAY INVOICES – FOR APPROVAL 

 

Vice-chair Ferrera confirmed the picnic table sealant and anchoring system would be added into the 

invoice list. Commissioner Parkinson suggested the chain should have some length for ease of 

moving the table. 

 

MOVED BY VICE CHAIR FERRERA to approve the May invoices in the amount of $7,754.01 

(seven thousand, seven hundred, fifty-four dollars and 01/100). SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

PARKINSON. 

    

MOTION PASSED. 

 

HDC COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 

Secretary Sanderson said he enjoyed the Ford Fair Lane presentation at the Rochester Hills 

Museum. He shared his concerns over the appearance of the PCCM building needing a thorough 

spring cleaning. He would like to have Kline Cemetery revisited for possible land acquisitions to 

provide better access. Last, his continued concerns over the Adams and Gunn Road round-a-bout 

detour was shared.  

 

Vice-chair Ferrera said he was very impressed with Pat McKay’s efforts with Rochester Hills 

Museum. He said their funding is set up different than our, with funding coming from the Parks 

and Forestry. Commissioner Sanderson noticed a windmill and wished to pursue one for the CLF 

since there has been signs of one at the farm.  

 

Commissioner Parkinson said it was good to see Tammis Donaldson and welcomed her back. 

 

Chairman Phillips thanked the Veterans as he always does, and he reminded all about the square 

dance in June at CLF with Glen Morningstar calling.  

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 

A MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS MADE BY VICE CHAIR FERRERA at 9:10 PM,  

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER PARKINSON.  

 

MOTION PASSED, MEETING IS ADJOURNED.  

 

Respectfully submitted,     Approved, 

 

Barbara Barber      Secretary John Sanderson  

Historic Preservation Planner    HDC Secretary 


