
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OAKLAND PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
***APPROVED***
June 12, 2019

The June 12, 2019, meeting of the Charter Township of Oakland Parks and Recreation 
Commission (hereinafter “PRC”) was called to order at 8:00 p.m. in the main conference 
room of the Township Hall.

PRESENT: Colin Choi, Chairperson
Henry VanAgen, Vice-Chairperson
Emily Barkham, Secretary
Craig Blust, Treasurer
Daniel Bukowski, Commissioner
Cathy Rooney, Commissioner
Daniel Simon, Commissioner

Melinda Milos-Dale, Director

ABSENT: None

A quorum was present.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Choi led the Commissioners, staff and those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOVED BY SIMON, SECONDED BY BUKOWSKI, to approve this evening’s 
agenda with the following additions:  consideration of the purchase of a PTO-driven 
concrete mixer, hiring a part-time Parks and Recreation worker, and holding the 
August meeting at one of our parks.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

PURCHASE OF PTO-DRIVEN CONCRETE MIXER

Maintenance Foreman Caruso was present.  He explained that the Maintenance Department is
able to do small concrete projects, and we have rented a portable concrete mixer in the past.  
However, renting is expensive and inconvenient.  The mixer could be used for numerous 
upcoming projects including sidewalk repairs, bench pads, and drainage projects.  Director 
Milos-Dale noted that it is difficult to get a mason in to do these small but important projects, 
and it is very helpful to be able to accomplish these jobs in house.

Mr. Caruso stated that he looked into various mixers.  He is recommending that we purchase a
mixer that can run off the PTO on our John Deere tractor.  In response to questions, he stated 
that the tractor is large enough to run this implement.
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MOVED BY BUKOWSKI, SECONDED BY VAN AGEN, to purchase a Cosmo BM 
80 350 12 cubic foot tractor-driven concrete mixer from Everything Attachments at a 
cost of $1,270.00, including shipping.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

APPROVAL OF INVOICES

 MOVED BY BLUST, SECONDED BY BARKHAM, to approve payment of the 
invoices as presented in the amount of $82,456.53.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOVED BY BUKOWSKI, SECONDED BY SIMON, to approve the minutes of the 
May 8, 2019, meeting as presented.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Paint Creek Junction Park Northern Trailhead

Director Milos-Dale announced that the Board of Trustees passed a resolution at their meeting
last night supporting the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Development Project 
Agreement for this project, titled “Paint Creek Junction Park Northern Trailhead,” committing
to appropriate the defined matching funds, and authorizing Supervisor Bailey to sign the 
project agreement, contingent upon the PRC’s recommendation, which will be considered 
later this evening.

Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park Expansion

Director Milos-Dale announced that the Board of Trustees also approved the purchase 
documents for this parcel.  The next step is to submit a draft escrow closing package to the 
MDNR for their review.  Once this is complete, we can move towards the closing.

Older Persons’ Commission

Director Milos-Dale shared a thank you letter received from the OPC following their recent 
group visit to the Lost Lake Nature Park.  Ms. Milos-Dale said she will be coordinating a 
kayaking class with the OPC next month.
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June Open House at Lost Lake Nature Park:  Lots of Lakes

There will be a free open house entitled “Lots of Lakes” on Sunday, June 23rd, from 12 noon 
until 4 p.m. at Lost Lake Nature Park.

Upcoming Programs

The High School and Middle School Outdoor Target Archery Tournament will take place at 
Marsh View Park on Saturday, June 15th at 11 a,m.  Drop-ins are welcome.

There will be a Cardio Drumming class series beginning on Monday, June 17th, from 6 to 7 
p.m. at Bear Creek Nature Park. 

On June 22nd, there will be a Kayaking Basics class at 10 a.m. and Next Step Kayaking class 
at 12:30 p.m. at Draper Twin Lake Park.

Explore Archery Camp will be held at Marsh View Park Monday, June 24th through June 28th 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Beginning Archery Class will be held on Saturday, June 29th from 10 to 11 a.m. at Marsh 
View Park.

Finally, there will be an Intro to Geocaching class held at Cranberry Lake Park on Sunday, 
June 30th, from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
 

Rochester Garden Club Garden Walk

This year’s Rochester Garden Club’s garden walk will include the native plant gardens at Bear
Creek Nature Park.  The garden walk will take place on June 20th between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no one present who wished to comment on a matter not already on this evening’s 
agenda.

AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR 2019 FORESTRY MOWING SERVICES

The Commissioners reviewed the memorandum from Natural Areas Stewardship Manager 
VanderWeide.  We included $15,000 in this year’s budget for woody vegetation management 
in our natural areas.  The memorandum explains that this work includes removal of dense 
thickets of invasive shrubs (such as autumn olive, buckthorn, multiflora rose, etc.) in areas 
that have restoration potential.  Forestry mowing work opens up the invasive shrub thickets, 
allowing stewardship staff to access these areas to control invasive plants and install native 
seed.  This year, we are targeting areas at Draper Twin Lake Park and Bear Creek Nature 
Park.
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After publicly advertising for this work for approximately one month, and after notifying 
qualified contractors, we received only one qualified bid.  The Commissioners reviewed the 
bid received from the Ruffed Grouse Society.  We have worked with them in the past and 
have been satisfied with their work.  The Commissioners reviewed the bids from last year and
noted that the Ruffed Grouse Society has consistently been a low bidder.

MOVED BY BARKHAM, SECONDED BY BUKOWSKI, to award the contract for 
the 2019 Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Forestry Mowing to the Ruffed 
Grouse Society for a total amount not to exceed $15,000.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

ANNUAL EQUIPMENT INVENTORY/ITEMS FOR DISPOSAL

Director Milos-Dale is proposing a revised inventory procedure.  The updates concern 
increasing the minimum value to $1,000 (which would be in line with the general Oakland 
Township fixed asset tracking), moving the kayak fleet to Draper Twin Lake Park, Dinosaur 
Hill storing programming equipment at Lost Lake Nature Park Lakeside Shelter, and having 
the PRC approve disposals (instead of a Committee recommendation).

The Commissioners also reviewed the memorandum from Administrative Assistant Kasprzak.
Items proposed for disposal this year are Director Milos-Dale’s old computer (which no 
longer works) and a hand-wash station (if it is not repairable).

MOVED BY BLUST, SECONDED BY VAN AGEN, to approve the June 7, 2019, 
Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Equipment Inventory Procedure, and to 
approve the disposal of an HP Zbook 17 laptop computer and the 2010 hand-wash 
station (if it is not repairable).

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Ms. Milos-Dale noted that approximately two-thirds of our computers use Windows 7.  She 
will contact IT Right to learn how we can transition to the newer Windows version.

CONTRACT FOR MANAGEMENT OF SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS

Director Milos-Dale explained that we do not have adequate staff to consistently update our 
social media accounts with current program and event information.  She shared a proposal 
from Daniel Amore to provide this service to us (one to three hours per week) for our 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram accounts.  He has experience providing these services to 
Rochester Schools and the National Deer Alliance.

Vice-Chairperson VanAgen was in favor of increasing our exposure through social media.  
Chairman Choi commented that our stewardship staff does a great job connecting through 
social media, and said it will be good to be able to do this for our recreation department.
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MOVED BY BLUST, SECONDED BY BARKHAM, to contract with Daniel Amore 
to manage the Oakland Township Parks and Recreation social media accounts for a 
maximum of three hours weekly, starting June 13, 2019, and continuing through 
March 31, 2020, for a fee of $25.00/hour.
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

RESOLUTION 19-03:  RESOLUTION FOR DEVELOPMENT OF TRAILHEAD AT 
PAINT CREEK JUNCTION PARK THROUGH USE OF MNRTF GRANT TF18-0098 
AND PARKS AND RECREATION MILLAGE FUNDS

Director Milos-Dale stated that the Board of Trustees approved a similar resolution at their 
meeting last night, contingent upon the PRC’s approval this evening.

MOVED BY BLUST, SECONDED BY ROONEY, to approve Resolution 19-03 and 
to recommend to the Board of Trustees their support of the Michigan Natural 
Resources Trust Fund Development Project Agreement for project TF18-0098 titled 
“Paint Creek Junction Park Northern Trailhead” and the commitment to appropriate 
the defined matching funds in the amount of $76,200.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Treasurer Blust asked when the design process will begin.  Ms. Milos-Dale said that we may 
start once final documents are signed.  She would like to combine the trailhead design with 
our five year master plan update.  She will place the Paint Creek Junction Park Northern 
Trailhead on a future agenda.

PARKS AND RECREATION REPRESENTATIVE ON CRANBERRY LAKE 
IMPROVEMENT BOARD

Commissioner Rooney is currently the PRC’s representative on the Cranberry Lake 
Improvement Board.  She asked if Commissioner Simon would replace her in this capacity as 
she feels he has a more scientific background and he has indicated an interest.

MOVED BY BUKOWSKI, SECONDED BY ROONEY, to recommend that the Board
of Trustees consider Parks and Recreation Commissioner Simon for appointment to 
the Cranberry Lake Improvement Board to replace Commissioner Rooney.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

HIRING OF RECREATION PROGRAM ASSISTANT REPLACEMENT

Director Milos-Dale stated that she and Recreation Manager McLogan interviewed and 
recommend that we hire Julie Schoenherr for the position of Recreation Program Assistant.  
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Ms. Schoenherr has experience in planning, marketing, and execution of events and programs,
and is looking for a part-time position.

MOVED BY BLUST, SECONDED BY VAN AGEN, to hire Julie Schoenherr for the 
Regular Part-Time position of Recreation Program Assistant, working 29 hours per 
week, starting June 17, 2019, at a wage of $16.91/hour.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

HIRING OF PARKS AND RECREATION WORKER

Ms. Milos-Dale recommends that we hire Max Parsons to the position of Parks and 
Recreation Casual Part-Time Worker.  He would report to Recreation Manager McLogan, and 
would alternate with Clif Selent with duties at the soccer field, kayak classes, sledding hill, 
etc.

MOVED BY BLUST, SECONDED BY BARKHAM, to hire Max Parsons for the 
position of Parks and Recreation Casual Part-Time Worker at a rate of $15.23/hour, 
contingent upon staff performing a successful reference check.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

PROJECT REPORT:  DRAPER TWIN LAKE PARK, STONY CREEK RAVINE 
NATURE PARK EXPANSION BOUNDARY SURVEY/STAKING

Director Milos-Dale said the survey crew has not been able to complete the staking at Draper 
Twin Lake Park as areas are still underwater.

The staking of the Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park Expansion parcel has been completed.  
Next week, our staff will install U-channel posts and park regulation signs by the wooden 
survey posts.  Treasurer Blust suggested that we number the posts and create a coordinating 
map with the numbered posts indicated on it.  Commissioner Simon stated that Dr. 
VanderWeide already does this.

PROJECT REPORT:  REPLACEMENT OF PAINT CREEK TRAIL BRIDGE 33.7
PROJECT REPORT:  BEAR CREEK NATURE PARK TRAIL RESURFACING

The PRC held a joint meeting with the Paint Creek Trailways Commission earlier this 
evening.  There was nothing further to report.

PROJECT REPORT:  RECREATION MANAGEMENT (REGISTRATION AND 
FACILITY RESERVATION) SOFTWARE
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Staff member Deb Gallo is inputting information regarding programs, classes, etc. into the 
system.  The goal is to go live on July 1st.  Chairman Choi recommended that we test this 
software extensively to resolve problems before we go live.

LOCATION OF AUGUST PRC MEETING

Chairman Choi recalled that we have held a summertime meeting at one of our parks in past 
years.  The Commissioners discussed the possibility of holding our August meeting at the new
archery building at Marsh View Park.  Director Milos-Dale will verify that there will be 
power and lights.  A back up location could be the storage building at that park.  The 
Commissioners also discussed meeting at 6 p.m. and participating in an archery class before 
the regular meeting.

MOVED BY BLUST, SECONDED BY ROONEY, to hold the August 14, 2019, 
meeting at Marsh View Park at 6:00 p.m., with the regular meeting being broadcast 
starting at 7:00 p.m.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

DIRECTOR’S REPORTS

Personnel Matters

On June 19th, the staff will be attending a MIOSHA workshop on “Establishing a 
Comprehensive Workplace Violence Prevention System” in Livonia.

Director Milos-Dale will be on vacation June 20th through 26th.

Stewardship Specialist Alyssa Winters will be leaving at the end of June to take a full-time 
position.

Natural Areas Stewardship Manager Dr. VanderWeide will be taking three weeks off in July 
for the birth of his baby.

On June 24th and 25th, the stewardship and maintenance staff will be attending an off-site 
chainsaw training class.

Director Milos-Dale inquired about the status of her review.  Chairman Choi will meet with 
her in this regard.

At their meeting last night, the Board of Trustees approved the wage and salary range 
schedule.
MNRTF Restroom Grant Applications
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Director Milos-Dale stated that on June 27th our MNRTF Grant Coordinator and her 
supervisor will be visiting Bear Creek Nature Park with Ms. Milos-Dale and Maintenance 
Foreman Caruso to see the location for the proposed greenflush restrooms.

Five-Year Parks, Recreation and Land Preservation Master Plan

Director Milos-Dale said she would like to work with the Planning Consultant Committee to 
discuss how to accomplish this update.  They tentatively agreed to meet on Wednesday, July 
17th at 6:30 at the Paint Creek Cider Mill.

COMMISSIONER BUKOWSKI’S REPORT

Sportsmen’s Report

Commissioner Bukowski wished all fathers a happy Father’s Day, and encouraged fathers to 
take their children to do something outside.  There is trout fishing in the Paint Creek and bass 
fishing in Lake St. Clair.  Coyote season is year-round.  In early July, hunters may apply for a 
license for turkey season and antlerless deer.  There are also lots of hiking opportunities in our
Township.  As always, please be familiar with the regulations, and hunting and trapping are 
not permitted on park property.

COMMISSIONER ROONEY’S REPORT

Parks Challenge

Commissioner Rooney reported that she met a mom who created a “parks challenge” for her 
children this summer.  Their challenge is to visit all of the parks and take photographs.  
Commissioner Rooney thought this was a great way to engage children in the parks, and she 
wondered if the PRC would like to create a challenge of our own.  Participants could send in 
their photographs.  Chairman Choi said they could also hashtag their photos (e.g., 
#BearCreek).

COMMISSIONER SIMON’S REPORT

Paint Creek Cider Mill Water Wheel

Commissioner Simon said he would like to see the water wheel on the mill turning, and 
encouraged people to email, call or write to Supervisor Bailey.
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SECRETARY BARKHAM’S REPORT

Music in the Meadows

Secretary Barkham said she and her family had a great time at the recent bluegrass concert.  
Commissioner Blust said he and his family also enjoyed it, although he wished that he were 
more familiar with the music.  Commissioner VanAgen ran into someone at the grocery store 
who was headed to the concert; they reported that they had been attending the Music in the 
Meadows concerts for many years and were so happy to be going again this year.  
Commissioners Blust and Choi estimated that there were approximately 270 attendees, not 
including people in the playground area.

The Commissioners discussed the selection of performers.

CHAIRMAN CHOI’S REPORT

Gallagher Creek Park – Bench Donation

Chairman Choi said that members of the PRC had personally given money to purchase a 
bench in honor of past PRC Chairman Mackley.  He shared a thank you card received from 
Dave and Bonnie Mackley.

ADJOURNMENT

MOVED BY BUKOWSKI, SECONDED BY ROONEY, there being no further 
business before the Commission, to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Respectfully submitted, Approved,

Ingrid R. Kliffel Emily Barkham
Recording Secretary Secretary
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