
RUSH TOWN BOARD MINUTES
SPECIAL MEETING 
AUGUST 15, 2018

A special meeting of the Rush Town Board, County of Monroe, was called to
order by Town Supervisor Cathleen Frank at 7:00 PM, at the Rush Town Hall,
5977 East Henrietta Road, Rush, New York for the purpose of discussing East
River Road public water project and any other town business that may come
before  the  Town  Board.   Everyone  present  participated  in  the  Pledge  of
Allegiance.

   PRESENT: Daniel Woolaver ------ Councilperson
Rita McCarthy ------ Deputy Town Supervisor
Jillian Coffey ------ Councilperson 
Gerald Kusse ------ Councilperson
Cathleen Frank ------ Supervisor
Pamela Bucci ------ Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:
Steve Schultz ------ Henrietta Town Supervisor 
Scott Adair ------ Henrietta Town Board Member
Peter Minotti ------ Henrietta Deputy Town Supervisor
Rick Page ------ Henrietta Town Board Member
Chris Martin ------ Town of Henrietta, Director of

          Engineering and  Planning
Daniel Cornwall ------- Resident, Engineer for Project
Dan Stanford ------- Rush Town Assessor
David Coon ------ Transportation Museum
Al Sweet ------ Resident
Charlie Remelt ------ Henrietta Resident
Sara Remelt ------- Henrietta Resident
Carol Barnett ------- Resident
Terry Bastian ------- Henrietta Resident
Dale Humphrey ------- Henrietta Resident
Ann Stevens ------- Henrietta Resident
Bill Chase ------- Resident
Richard Kraus ------- Resident
Pat Kraus ------- Resident
Tom Moore ------- Henrietta Resident
Phil Daggar ------- Resident

MEETING OPENING:
Supervisor Frank welcomed all in attendance and stated that the purpose of
the  special  meeting  was  to  introduce  a  water  project  that  the  Towns  of
Henrietta and Rush are working on to connect two dead end watermains on
East River Road.  Members working on the grant project were introduced. 
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Henrietta  Town  Supervisor  Shultz  stated  that  the  Town  of  Rush  had
approached the Town of Henrietta the year previous on the project and re-
addressed it this year being mindful of stately trees that were along East
River Road and the importance of obtaining water for the Monroe County Fair
held on East River Road.  Together the towns are approaching the state for
funding.  Both towns agree that there is no intention moving forward to place
a  burden  on  the  taxpayers.   The  towns  will  enter  into  an  intermunicipal
agreement. 

Dan Cornwall,  engineer  for  the  project,  presented a  conceptual  map and
overview of the project.  Dead-end mains are located on Telephone Road and
at the Rush Henrietta Townline Road intersection of East River Road.  Large
trees are a concern and crossing the road at Rush Henrietta Townline Road is
easy to construct out of the right-of way.  The line will cross from one side of
the road to the other.  The connection is a total of a little over one mile.
Henrietta and Rush are maintained by the Monroe County Water Authority
who will  be obtaining dedication of the line.  As the towns move forward,
additional maps will be prepared for the grant application.  Financial support
will also be sought from politicians and other sources.     

Councilperson McCarthy asked for an estimated timeframe of completion.    

Mr. Cornwall answered that town forces would be providing the construction
and engineers would purchase the materials.  Depending on the time of year,
roughly one month will cover the cross over period involved in traffic control,
minimal restoration of driveway aprons and pavement work.  There are no
utilities hampering production in the right  of  way across 6565 East River
Road.  

Henrietta Supervisor Schultz mentioned that there is a gas main that may
stop in an area before the intersection crossover.  Further investigation of
maps will determine whether a cross over can occur at a sooner point.    

Supervisor  Frank  mentioned  that  there  are  funding  options  from  NYS
environmental  Facility  Corporations.  Intermunicipal  Water  Infrastructure
Grant program (IMG) which is 40% net project cost for partnership with an
Intermunicipal  Agreement  and  Water  Infrastructure  Improvement  grant
(WIIA) which involves 60% funding that would be applied by individual towns.
Because Monroe County Fair is on the town property, NYS Agriculture and
Markets,  NYSDEC,  local  and  state  politicians,  support  and  other  research
other grants and funding options.  The total cost of the project is roughly
$450,000.00.  Investigation has just begun.  
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Henrietta  Town  Supervisor  Schultz  noted  that  adding  a  connection  with
hydrants brings the benefit of improved water pressure, less stagnation and
better fire protection system for the NYS Museum of Transportation.  If fire
hoses were run in an emergency, they would be lengthy and there would be
low pressure.  

Councilperson  McCarthy  questioned  any  downside  versus  the  benefits  of
connecting the mains.  

Engineer Cornwall added that the water quality issue of keeping the chlorine
residue and water quality is beneficial.  

Henrietta Supervisor Schultz stated that other than covering all the capital
costs, there is the issue of maintenance for pipes.    

Engineer  Martin  commented  that  costs  of  maintenance  are  somewhat
covered  in  resident  water  bills.   The  increase  in  cost  of  pipes  would  be
included  on  the  resident  bill  in  that  district.   Water  main  cost  is  usually
covered over a 20-year period unless it is fully covered in the capital cost.  

Councilperson McCarthy asked for details related to forming a water district.  

Engineer Martin responded that it is a good practice to create a water district
for the water authority even if the developer is paying the cost.  The water
authority is not using it as fee.  If the main fails, the cost is born by the
Monroe County Water Authority.  Districts can be formed with no charges
associated with it.  

Engineers  Cornwall  and  Martin  agreed  that  the  water  authority  has  a
commodity and usage charge that is very similar to a sanitary system.  The
average resident pays a flat fee.  

The floor was further opened to an audience question and answer period. 

Hook-up fees are from curb-cut to the residence which is a standard charge.  

Investigation  on  funding  for  this  project  is  not  determined  and  hard  to
speculate.  Both towns’ goal is to have the project complete within a year. 

Residents that are desirous in connecting to the system may or may not be
covered within the capital costs.  Both supervisors are opposed to placing a
large capital burden on resident taxpayers.  The towns are in the preliminary
stages of obtaining a grant.    

Saving trees along the roadway will be considered.  Connections to the water
will occur by boaring under the roadway.  
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Water  in  a  lowland  with  an  older  main  may  still  occur  and  may  need
replacement, however, a new main has a long lifespan.  

Dan Coon, representing the NY Museum of Transportation stated that having
a water main would be extremely helpful.  Currently there is a chlorination
system in the museum which must be tested every time the museum is
open.  A quarterly meeting with the volunteers and Monroe County Water
Authority is also required. 

Henrietta Town Supervisor Shultz requested an informative letter be sent to
both supervisors in an effort to add support to a grant submission.   

A letter from the Monroe County Fair Association in support is also requested.

Wells  can still  be  utilized.   The  Monroe  County  Water  Authority  and NYS
Health Department would be contacted when both systems are utilized.  

Lateral connections, which is boaring under the road, will be at the expense
of  the  homeowner.   Legally,  a  town  cannot  pay  for  a  lateral  connection
benefitting an individual taxpayer.

Councilperson Kusse added that having public water to your home is also a
fire protection benefit for insurance costs.  

ADJOURNMENT:

Supervisor  Frank  motioned  having  no  further  town  business  to  conduct
adjourned the meeting at 7:30 PM.  All councilpersons present were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela J. Bucci
Town Clerk
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