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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
TOLLAND, CONNECTICUT 

MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 10, 2008 
 
 

1.  Call to Order:  Philip Moreschi called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m. in Conference Room A. 
 A.  Attendance – 
 Members Present:  Philip Moreschi, Marianne Lattimer, Lois Barlow-Cox, Donato DiGenova, 
 Cynthia MacDonald, Richard Symonds, Eugene Koss 
 
 Also present:  Linda Farmer, Director of Planning and Community Development, and Ken 
 Hankinson of the Conservation Corps 
 

B. Public Comment:  None. 
 
2.  New Business 
 A.  Budget Information: 
 Ms. Farmer provided members with copies of the Results Budgeting Report for the Planning and 
 Community Development department along with a cover letter.  She said she is providing this to 
 all boards and commissions so they can get a good view of what her department is working on 
 and so they can better understand the need to prioritize.  Ms. Barlow-Cox asked about the two 
 sanitarians listed in the report asking if they are employees of the Town.  Ms. Farmer said they 
 are employed by the Eastern Highlands Health District but they are based in Tolland offices.  She 
 said Tolland pays per capita as do other towns that use their services.  She said Tolland also 
 provides them with a secretarial staff and office supplies and it is cost effective for the Town.   
 

B. Lemek Acres 
Ms. Farmer said she has the final subdivision plans where the developer is proposing to give 47 
percent in open space.  There will be frontage access off the end of Lemek Drive and two parking 
spaces at the end.  She said the plan calls for eight lots.  She said the Public Hearing has not yet 
been set.  Ms. Farmer also noted that the developer does not plan to put the house on Lot 3 in the 
buildable square and that this will be discussed by the PZC.  She said sometimes a developer will 
not want to put the house in the buildable square to avoid an overlong driveway or to avoid 
excessive cutting of trees.  Ms. Farmer said that while there is a limit on cul-de-sac length, there 
is not any limit on driveway length.   
 
Ms. Barlow-Cox asked if the developer plans to use the gravel in the area designated for open 
space in the construction of the road.  She said she felt they should not be excavating open space.  
Ms. Farmer said that the engineer for the project, Hank Torcellini of Gardner and Peterson, had 
mentioned this possibility and so she will bring up the issue with the PZC.  Mr. Koss said if the 
accessibility and affordability of getting gravel elsewhere would be easier, the developer might 
not want to bother and wouldn’t likely make it an issue if the opportunity to excavate gravel from 
the open space was taken off the table.  Mr. Moreschi said their recommendation to the PZC 
would be to tell the developer to leave the open space as it was last seen and to therefore not 
excavate gravel from it. 
 
C. POCD update 
Ms. Farmer reminded the Commission that there will be an April 21 workshop with Planimetrics 
at Birch Grove Elementary School.  Ms. Lattimer said she received the questionnaire that was 
sent to all land use boards. 
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3.  Business Meeting 
 A.  Approve minutes of March 13, 2008 meeting 
 The Commission discussed various corrections/changes needed.  On Page 1, Item 2 New 
 Business, Item A, the last sentence should be changed to read:  “Mr. Hankinson will submit a list 
 to the Conservation Commission for authorization, who in turn will keep a running file on the 
 purchases.”  Under New Business, Item B, the third sentence should be changed to read:  “One 
 plan could be submitted as a traditional plan with seven lots and the other could be prepared using 
 development options that have the smallest lot at approximately 1.5 acres, for a total of eight 
 lots.”  The next sentence:  “Two separate driveways would be provided” was removed.  The next 
 sentence was changed to read:  “The P&Z wants two parking spaces designated and prepared off 
 the cul-de-sac, for public use and access to Town open space. 
 
 On Page 2, the first paragraph was revised to read:  “Steve Lowrey addressed the Conservation 
 Commission, advising that he went over the property with Nick Balentoni, State Archaeologist.  
 They expressed disappointment with regards to the land overlooking the Skungamaug River, as it 
 had been very disturbed resulting in limited archaeological value.  The Lemeks want to excavate 
 the gravel to construct the road.  This will need to be addressed by the PZC.” 
 
 In the next paragraph, the word “state” was removed from the second sentence, leaving the 
 sentence to read:  Dick Symonds made a motion to approve Ken Hankinson as Head Steward for 
 the Conservation Corps, in accordance with the management guidelines and processes.  
 
 On Page 3, the third sentence was changed to read:  “[There was] Discussion regarding the 
 stewardship letter, which needs to be resubmitted and attached to the Plan.”  In the last 
 paragraph on Page 3, the second sentence should read:  “In addition, Phil Moreschi questioned 
 what the status of the King Property is.  
 
 There were some spelling corrections on Page 4:  Under 5B-Land Management, Wigold should 
 be spelled “Weigold,” Winebrath should be spelled “Eimrath,” and Hubland should be spelled 
 “Hovland.” A spelling correction was also made for Donna May’s “dam” in the woods.  Under 
 Item 6, Announcements, the spelling for Vicky “Wetherell” was corrected, as was the spelling of 
 the “Willimantic” River and “Nedwied” Road.  A correction to the first sentence under Item 6 
 was made so the sentence reads:  “Phil Moreschi announced that he received a phone call from 
 Vicky Wetherell of the The Willimantic River Alliance advising that they are developing a Parks 
 & Trails web page …” 
 

On Page 5, first sentence, the name Rod Parley was corrected to Rod Parlee. 
 
Barlow-Cox/DiGenova motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Motion unanimously 

 approved. 
 
4.  Old Business 
 A.  Management Plans 
 Ken Hankinson said he attended the Town Council meeting on Tuesday.  He said the Council was 
 expecting either a letter or the opportunity to consult with Conservation Commission members 
 and that because the Commission didn’t have a representative at the meeting, the Council wanted 
 to table the discussion.  Mr. Hankinson told Town Council Chair Fred Daniels that although he is 
 not a formal member of the Conservation Commission that he attends the meetings and is familiar 
 with the management plans and could be helpful in providing information.  Mr. Hankinson said 
 that he was aware that the concerns of the Council were focused on mountain biking, horseback 
 riding, and dog waste and that because none of these concerns centered around putting in the 
 parking lot and trail, asked if he could assume they could proceed with starting on those items this
 Saturday.  He said they were amenable to this. 
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 Mr. Symonds said that Linda Farmer had paraphrased solutions to the three major issues the 
 Council had saying that biking and horseback riding would be allowed only during the dry season 
 and on trails as marked.  As far as dogs were concerned, State law requires that owners are to 
 keep their dogs under control and so dog waste issues would be covered by this law. Mr. 
 Symonds read the draft letter that he said should either go to the Town Council or Town 
 Manager.  He also questioned whether the deed restriction wording with regard to toxic wastes 
 with the Campbell property should be included with the Stoppelworth Plan.  Ms. Lattimer pointed 
 out on the Campbell property that Chris Beaudoin had marked one trail that had been created for 
 mountain biking.  Mr. Moreschi said their Commission should approve the letter which should 
 request that the Council approves the management plans, and get it off to Town Council.  Mr. 
 Symonds said he will polish the letter and circulate it among Commission members. Mr.  Koss 
 suggested that the wording of the letter be more affirmative saying horseback riding should  
 be done on marked trails.  Mr. Hankinson suggested a Commission member be at the next Town 
 Council meeting, and Mr. Symonds said he will plan to attend on the 22nd.   
 
 Lattimer/Koss motion to respond to the Town Council’s comments in writing.  Motion 
 unanimously approved.  Mr. Moreschi suggested they also check with Linda Farmer to see if 
 Town Council came up with any other issues about the management plans that they are not aware 
 of.  There was discussion about who should sign the letter, and Mr. Moreschi volunteered.   
 

B. Tolland Conservation Corps 
Ken Hankinson said the trail going off Campbell summit has been revised.  No markers have 
been put up, but they plan to blaze it as a yellow trail.  He said the trail looks good and he saw 
twelve hikers using it.  He said that two sixteen foot sections were cut to close the old trail that 
goes up and down from the scenic overlook, but that they were torn down and thrown over the 
cliff by vandals.  Fortunately, the perpetrators did this while some members of the Corps were 
there, and they got the license plate of the car and contacted Sgt. Cox. The vandals were three 
youths.  The Conservation Corps will be closing it up again, this time using cable instead of wire.  
They also plan to put up a “Trail Closed” sign.  The Corps will also be marking the trail at 
Stoppelworth and making a parking lot to accommodate at least four cars.  Stoppelworth will 
have a loop trail to join Old Campbell Road, and they expect to get half of this done on Saturday 
with the remainder on the 26th of April.  Mr. Hankinson said they are enlisting the help of the 
Tolland Garden Club to help plant seedling trees.  On May 10, they plan to work on the Shafran 
Trail putting toe rails on bridges and doing general trail maintenance.  Ms. Lattimer said she will 
work on updating the mapping.   
 
Mr. Hankinson mentioned that he saw a marker saying “Lot 7” and asked that someone check 
with Ms. Farmer to see if there have been any recent subdivision inquiries.  He said he would like 
to see a definitive boundary across the west edge of  the Campbell and Stoppelworth properties.   
 

 
5.  Reports of Subcommittees 
 A.  Land Rating 
 Mr. DiGenova asked if they need to do land ratings or look at properties as the land develops.  
 The group also determined they should put together a vision statement for the next ten years for 
 the Plan of Conservation and Development.  Mr. Koss suggested they should also put together a 
 less formal 20 to 25 year plan as some issues, such as water, should focus on longer term goals.  
 Ms. Barlow-Cox agreed saying that the Willimantic Greenway will take much longer than ten 
 years as well.  Ms. MacDonald said long and short term visioning could dovetail with land 
 ratings.  For example, she said they could determine that they have a certain number of acres of 
 one habitat over another type.   
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B. Land Management 
Mr. Moreschi said he has talked to Tom Ainsworth about the Greenhill subdivision and he 
mentioned a boy scout who is planning to make some trails.  He said Mr. Ainsworth will share 
information with them and look to them for suggestions.  Ms. Barlow-Cox said that since they are 
close to getting some of their management plans through Town Council, should they start looking 
at doing the same with the others.  Mr. Symonds said he took the templates and added Sage 
Meadow, Schindler-Schmidt, Weigold, Palmer and King among others and they are all up to the 
same level as the others.  He added that Sage Meadow has the biggest problem in that there are 
negotiations underway to move an access point.  He said the real issue is whether they should add 
things they expect to be approved such as horseback riding as marked and mountain biking, and 
he said he can get these plans to the Commission in either format.  He said Cynthia MacDonald’s 
suggestion to add items from a wildlife perspective has been done.  Ms. Lattimer said she and Ms. 
MacDonald feel there is a need to document all resources from the Open Space Management 
Plan.  Mr. Symonds said he is not sure what level of detail is needed.  Ms. MacDonald said they 
could include goals for properties, looking at habitat management and it could be something as 
simple as a bullet point.  Mr. Symonds also said that access off of Sage Meadow has been marked 
well with pins.   
 
The Commission discussed property on Old Stafford Road.  Mr. Moreschi said that when you 
drive by on Old Stafford Road there is a nice view of a farm field from a rural character 
perspective and they would do well to maintain it as an undeveloped parcel.  Mr. Symonds said 
the property would be ideal for low intensity use such as bird watching.  Ms. Barlow-Cox said it 
should be discussed and would be a great area for handicapped accessibility.  She said 
preservation of grasslands has taken on a greater focus in recent years.  Mr. Symonds expressed 
concerns about opening it up too much, and Mr. Koss suggested picking a side road for self-
limiting accessibility.  Ms. Lattimer said she could make up .pdfs and email them to the group.   

  
 C.  Education and Outreach 
 Mr. DiGenova and Mr. Koss talked about the Bolton Lakes ERT meeting.  Mr. Koss said there 
 are concerns about farmland runoff that could adversely affect the lake.  He said they are looking 
 for a letter from each of the surrounding communities indicating that they will be willing partners 
 in solving lake related problems. Mr. DiGenova said they are looking for a regional approach to 
 maintain and care for the lake.  He added that they showed how they are experimenting to control 
 invasives around the lakes by lowering the level of the lake by 6 feet.  Mr. Moreschi said they 
 would want to know what can be done in a subdivision to protect the watercourse, such as 
 buffering.  Mr. DiGenova said he will circulate a letter of support amongst the group. 
 
 Cynthia MacDonald talked about the Conservation Network program she attended.  She said she 
 found they are competitors to get prime pieces of property and found that some towns do not 
 enjoy the same support for open space purchasing that Tolland does.  Ms. MacDonald said she 
 gravitated toward some of the management sessions with an emphasis on habitat management.  
 Ms. Barlow-Cox asked if available funding was discussed, because she is finding many programs 
 don’t get properly funded after the initial grant.  Ms. MacDonald said she got the gist that the 
 States that do the most work with mapping and documenting areas tend to get the most federal 
 money, and that Connecticut appears to fall in the middle, better than some states but not as good 
 as others.  She said their biggest areas of concern are forest fragmentation and habitat 
 degradation. She said a project down the road will be to concern themselves with the gap on the 
 blue trail at the Tolland/Vernon line.  Ms. Barlow-Cox said a trail has been blazed but it is not 
 aesthetically pleasing as it travels over some main roads.   
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6.  Announcements    
A.  The Plan of Conservation and Development update Public Meeting for April 21 was 

 mentioned again.  Ms. Lattimer mentioned that she won’t be here for their group’s workshop.  
 She noted that they will have a busy week that week with the POCD meeting on the 21st, a Town 
 Council meeting on the 22nd, and the Conservation Commission workshop on the 24th of April. 
 
 B.  Mr. Symonds said he was asked about a photograph that Council would like to use for the 
 Town Report which shows a stone dam, with a pond, and field behind it, and a woodland, and 
 while he recognizes the picture, he is not certain it is located in Tolland.  The Commission 
 discussed the photo but could not come up with where they thought it was taken.  He said he 
 suggested some alternatives if the photo cannot be determined to be taken in Tolland.  Mr. 
 Symonds also asked that a discussion on the issue of signs at conservation areas be put on an 
 upcoming agenda. 
 
7:  Executive Session:  None 
 
8:  Adjournment:  Symonds/Barlow-Cox motion to adjourn the meeting and pay the clerk at 9:32p.m.  
Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Annie Gentile 
Clerk (Substitute) 
 
 
  


