
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
TOLLAND, CT 

MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 14, 2008 
 

 
1. Call to Order: 
A.  Attendance - 
Members Present: 
Phil Moreschi, Lois Barlow-Cox, Don DiGenova, Marianne Latimer, Cynthia 
MacDonald, Richard Symonds, Gene Koss.  Also present were Lynn Bielawiec of the 
Town Manager’s Office and Ken Hankinson of the Tolland Conservation Corp.   
 
Members absent:  None. 
 
B. Public Comment:  None. 
 
2. New Business: 
A.  Discuss proposed subdivision off Goose/Lemek Lane: 
The meeting began with Commission members introducing themselves, as there were two 
new individuals in attendance: Eugene Koss, newly appointed Conservation Committee 
member, and Jennifer Smith the new Commission Clerk.  Ken Hankinson of the 
Conservation Corp. introduced himself as well. 
 
Cynthia MacDonald made a Power Point presentation, showcasing the land for the 
proposed subdivision off Goose/Lemek Lane.  A number of pictures were displayed, with 
explanations and accompanying maps furnished to members to follow along.  Susan 
Erikson of the Planning & Zoning Commission, four Wetlands Commissioners and Lynn 
Bielawiec accompanied Cynthia MacDonald on the walk from which these pictures were 
taken.  Lynn Bielawiec reported that a plan for the proposed subdivision was still in the 
1st stage analysis; the next stage is for the Planning & Zoning Committee to come up with 
a concept plan. Discussion regarding the developmental division and subsequent impact 
on surrounding wetlands and the Skungamaug River, as well as other natural resources.  
A disc containing the pictures from Power Point Presentation will be furnished to Cynthia 
MacDonald for archives, as well as to Dick Symonds, per his request. 
 
B.  Finalize Open Space Management process and revision to charge for February 
26th Town Council Meeting:  
Phil read a conclusion to a report he received from John Elanthopolous (spelling 
unknown) regarding the review site of open space.  The summarization and conclusion is 
that there should be minimal development.  Mr. Elanthopolous’ conclusion is that the 
wetlands should be minimally impacted.  The recommended minimal open space 
requirement for development would be 57 acres.  The Skungamaug River has been 
identified as a priority river.  There should be minimal development, as it would impact 
the run off into the Skungamaug River.   Discussion: How much open space should be 
used for buildable lots – what minimum can be expected as a requirement of zoning 
regulations. Suggestions offered by John Elanthopolous fall in line with 



recommendations made by Conservation Commission; as the Commission has suggested, 
there should be public access to the open space.  Phil Moreschi offered the 
recommendation that as much property along the river be preserved as possible.  Also, 
that they preserve as much of the rear of the western end of the property as they can, to 
provide a buffer for the agricultural protection area. Don DiGenova will write a memo 
outlining the recommendations of the Conservation Commission. 
 
Discussion regarding wording of Ordinance:  To hereinafter refer to the Conservation 
Commission as Commission and Ad Hoc be replaced with Designated Organization 
when referencing the Tolland Conservation Corps. The original Ordinance will be revised 
and a copy furnished to the Town Manager.  No vote necessary to make these revisions. 
 
3. Business Meeting: 
A motion to approve the Minutes of the January 10, 2008 meeting was made by Don 
DiGenova and seconded by Lois Barlow-Cox.  Phil Moreschi and Cynthia MacDonald 
abstained as they were absent from that meeting. The minutes were approved 
unanimously by voting members. Discussion: Marianne Latimer composed said minutes 
in the absence of a Commission Clerk and will make copies available to Commission 
members. 
 
4.  Old Business: 
Ken Hankinson of the Tolland Conservation Corps addressed the issue of various 
conflicting dated documents (flowcharts) for Town Council approval.  Discussion:  In an 
effort to enable documents to be more easily managed, the first page of each document 
will contain a different footer.  Ken Hankinson suggested that the latest copy be 
forwarded to everyone once again, with old copies being discarded.  Agreement that 
document will be clarified.  Thursday, February 21st will be the deadline for Lynn getting 
package to Town Council.  Keep posted for email.  Put together a draft memo and 
circulate it to comment and try to get it to Lynn soon.  Lynn will have packets by the end 
of the week, available to go to the Planning & Zoning committee; she is going to have it 
by 2/21/08.   
A.  Tolland Conservation Corps:  
Ken Hankinson asked if a finalized version of the letter for the project for a property 
steward could be signed prior to the March 3, 2008 Tolland Conservation Corps meeting.  
Cynthia MacDonald and Marianne Latimer advised that it’s close to completion and will 
be finalized for him prior to that date.    
 
Ken Hankinson invited Conservation Commission members to attend Corps meeting on 
March 3rd.  Plans to bring people up to speed and advise that in the future, meetings will 
be more formal.   
 
As far as property goes there’s been some cleaning done at Shafron; the Conservation 
Corps would like to get back in there and do some cleaning up around the two ponds, as 
debris has fallen into the water, etc.  Ken Hankinson requested permission to go in with a 
group of people and clean it up; clarified that this would not include standing snags, only 
debris that is akin to junk brush in the water. 



B.  Management Plans: 
Ken Hankinson voiced concerns as to whether or not the Town Council will be able to 
approve any Management Plans during the month of March.  He hopes at least the 
Stoppelworth Management Plan can be approved before the town budget begins to 
dominate the Council’s time.  Marianne Latimer advised that she sent comments from 
workshops regarding Campbell & Stoppelworth to Council, but got no response.  
 
Lynn Bielawiec advised that she and Steve (last name not disclosed; Werbner?) discussed 
this and are hoping for some specifics on how the property will be developed.  Would 
like some guidelines as to goals for trails, i.e., where bridges will be, if there are wetlands 
permits, etc.  Marianne Latimer explained that one of the issues they’re having is in not 
knowing where the property boundary is.  Future goal could be to resolve the property 
line issue and require an easement so there could be safe access.  A parcel map and trail 
map, letter of appointments and property evaluation would be included in Campbell plan.  
Advance copies will be furnished to Town Council soon in hopes of getting approval for 
the April meeting. 
 
Ken suggested the consideration of switching over to blaze system for any new trails 
rather than continue using tin markers. Tin markers fall out and/or get pulled out.  Colors 
would remain the same for different trails.  It was agreed that it blaze markers could be 
used on new trails.  No vote necessary. 
 
Marianne Latimer said that they hadn’t approved plans internally.  She will make changes 
on the Stoppelworth and Campbell plans and send them out again and will keep maps 
separate this time.  Phil Moreschi notes that Campbell and Stoppelworth are the two 
priorities to vote on.  It was suggested by Lynn to add vegetation types on one of the 
maps. The maps are “almost there” but need a little bit more, Lynn Bielawiec advised. 
 
Phil Moreschi asked about the request they received from a Boy Scout troop to camp on 
the Schindler/Schmidt property.  The troop is from Rockville.  Discussion:  Reservations 
about fires being lit. If it’s a controlled environment, and the fire marshal has been 
contacted, that would aid in making a decision.  Boy Scouts tend to be cognizant of the 
land.  State grant does allows for passive use.  Question if they would open up to 
different types of groups, which presents two issues to address.  A Scout troop was 
allowed to camp as a sort of test in the past, and it worked out nicely.  Fires were limited 
to portable stoves.  It was decided that if the Scouts could put together a letter outlining 
what they propose to do, the Commission could in turn outline issues discussed.  Lynn 
Bielawiec will contact Steve Lorry for more information on the troop’s request.  
Discussion as to whether or not to make the upcoming Workshop, scheduled for March 
13, 2008, into a Special Meeting.  The desire of the Commission is to call this a Special 
Meeting, but if the Scouts are unable to attend, then will simply handle the meeting as a 
Workshop. 
 
5.  Reports of Subcommittees: 
A.  Land Rating – None. 
B.  Land Management – None.. 



C.  Education and Outreach - 
Lois Barlow-Cox reported on a program at the Audobon on wildlife management 
tracking, etc.  Lois Barlow-Cox, Don DiGenova and his wife, along with Bob Sinatro, 
steward for the Stoppelworth property, met with Dean O’Connell, a trained wildlife 
monitor.  Lois Barlow-Cox spoke with both Ms. O’Connell and with Donna Ellis, an 
invasive species specialist, with regards to getting schools and classes involved with the 
Conservation Commission.  Because of the enthusiasm from a Civics class that recently 
attended a meeting, Lois Barlow-Cox suggested that the Commission write a letter to the 
Civics teacher thanking him for sending the class out to them.  Perhaps the schools can be 
contacted to invite any other classes who might be interested in a similar event.  High 
Schools have community service hours that are required; this could be tapped into. 
 
The next item addressed by Lois Barlow-Cox is a No Child Left Inside incentive she 
learned about (pamphlet distributed).  The purpose of the incentive is to get today’s 
children – who are so caught up in technology, often leaving them indoors – and offer a 
type of technology that will bring them outdoors.  The incentive would be to give the 
children a GPS, an instrument they could use as a tool to help them map and identify 
tracks, nesting, etc., while getting them outside onto town land.  
 
Lois Barlow-Cox recommends that once the management plans and processes are under 
way and close to fruition, the Commission should concentrate on ways to get the schools 
involved and children outdoors.  She mentioned that Dean O’Connell would like to attend 
the next Commission meeting.  Cynthia MacDonald suggested they could have girl 
scouts inventory our wildlife. 
 
6.  Announcements: 
Dick Symonds inquired about purchase orders; Lynn Bielawiec advised that there is $580 
encumbered to Staples that can be changed over to a vendor, such as Chase Lumber. 
 
7.  Executive Session: 
None. 
 
8. Adjournment: 
 
A motion was made by Lois Barlow-Cox to adjourn the meeting at 10:18.  The motion 
was unanimously approved. 
 


	A.  Tolland Conservation Corps:

