
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
TOLLAND, CONNECTICUT 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 12, 2008 
 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Lois Barlow-Cox, Vice Chair 
    Richard Symonds 
    Marianne Latimer 
    Cynthia MacDonald 
    Don DiGenova 
    Eugene Koss 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Phil Moreschi 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Linda Farmer, Director of Planning & Community Development 
    Ken Hankinson, Conservation Corps 
 
1.  Call to Order 

A. Attendance: Lois Barlow-Cox called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m. in Council 
Chambers.  Phil Moreschi, Chair, was absent. 

B. Public Comment:  Paul Schmidt thanked the members of the Commission for helping 
him with his Eagle Scout project to realign the trail at the Campbell Conservation area.  
He said he sent out invitations to the members for his Eagle Court of Honor to be held 
next Sunday, June 22 at St. Matthews Church, and he hopes all can attend.  Gene Koss 
said he wasn’t on the Commission when the project was done but he is delighted to see 
young people step forward and take on such projects.  He added that Paul should be very 
proud of his accomplishments.  Ken Hankinson mentioned the deadly tornado that ripped 
through a Boy Scout training camp in Iowa, which had been reported in the news that 
day, and that because of the important first responder training that boy scouts receive, 
they helped keep a bad situation from becoming even worse. 

 
2.  New Business 

A. Budget Update:  Linda Farmer said she has encumbered approximately $430 to Cabelas 
to purchase a GPS system to be used to go out and map trails.  She said they will have a 
few months time to pick something out.  She said the Conservation Commission does not 
have a lot of money next year in their budget.  Lois Barlow-Cox asked if their 
Commission was listed separately in the budget.  Linda Farmer showed her where they 
could be located in the report.  Ken Hankinson said he might have enough lumber left for 
two 12’ bridges probably for the Stoppleworth trail, without having to dip into their 
lumber account.  Lois Barlow-Cox said she had some pressure treated decking pieces 
from her home that could potentially be used.   

B. Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) Update:  Linda Farmer said they have 
been working with Planimetrics and have just finished the buildout analysis.  She said 
Planimetrics will be doing co-occurring resources using CommunityViz Software and 
weighting the watersheds.  She said in the past they could overlay them, but never weight 
them.  She asked the Commissioners to fill out the requested information from 
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Planimetrics and get it back to her. The results will be discussed in the July 17th meeting.  
Lois Barlow-Cox asked why Inland Wetlands has not been asked to weigh in on this.  
Linda Farmer said she will ask Planimetrics.  Eugene Koss said it might be because the 
Conservation Commission is a planning body, while Inland Wetlands focuses on 
enforcement.   

C. DEP Open Space grant update:  Linda Farmer said the grant is almost done.  Stephen 
Lowrey is on vacation this week and still has one more map to do, which he will do on 
Monday and bring down to DEP.  Linda Farmer suggested the Conservation Commission 
provide a resolution to support the application for acquisition of the Auperin property.  
Richard Symonds/Marianne Latimer moved to approve a resolution to support the 
application, which was drafted at the meeting.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
Richard Symonds/Don DiGenova further moved to authorize Vice Chair Lois Barlow-
Cox to sign the resolution on the Commission’s behalf.  Motion was unanimously 
approved. Linda Farmer will have it put on Town letterhead tomorrow morning and Lois 
Barlow-Cox will stop into the office to sign the resolution.   

 
Linda Farmer also noted that the Luce Family has received a letter through DEP and they 
will be working with Planner Martha Frankel from DEP on determining a purchase price 
for the 130 acres of property eligible for acquisition.  Don DiGenova asked if the land is 
an addition to the wildlife area.  Linda Farmer said she suspects it as so, most certainly 
the easterly side of Charter Road. 

D. Eagle Scout Ceremony for Paul Schmidt, June 22, 2008, 2:00p.m. at St. Matthews:  The 
Commission drafted a letter from suggestions provided from both Don DiGenova and 
Richard Symonds describing Paul Schmidt’s project and congratulating him for his 
efforts and the benefits it will bring to the community.  Don DiGenova/Eugene Koss 
motion to accept the letter. Motion was unanimously approved.  Don DiGenova/Richard 
Symonds motion to amend the letter to have it revised and signed as a joint letter from 
the Conservation Commission and the Tolland Conservation Corps with Lois Barlow-
Cox and Ken Hankinson as signatories.  Motion was unanimously approved.  Marianne 
Latimer said it would be a good idea to have a list of available projects for future youth 
projects, so if anyone was looking for something, they would have something available.  
Linda Farmer suggested they coordinate this with Tom Ainsworth.   

 
3.  Business Meeting 
      A.  Approve minutes of May 8, 2008 meeting.  Richard Symonds/Eugene Koss motion to 
 table the minutes until the next meeting.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
4.  Old Business 

A. Tolland Conservation Corps:  Ken Hankinson said the Stoppelworth new trail is complete 
and beginning to show some signs of traffic.  He will be out at the trail on Saturday at 
about 9:00a.m., as they may need to revise where a stream crossing is located due to the 
area staying wetter than anticipated.  He said it is a nice trail that just needs some 
tweaking and they will be adding two bridges.  Half of the trail is marked with blue tape, 
half with red tape.  He said he expects walking the trail would take about 40 minutes.  He 
added that he has a recommendation for a steward for the Schindler-Schmidt property—
Bob Klybas—his neighbor, who has a background in hydrology.   
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Ken Hankinson also sent an article to Tolland Monthly about Summer Hiking and being 
Trail Safe/Trail Smart which should be in the July issue.  He also met with John Littel 
briefly about the Stoppelworth Trail and will be meeting with him again.  With so many 
new areas and trails being used, they discussed how they should handle the situation if 
someone became seriously injured on the trails, and the need for emergency personnel to 
be familiar with where the trails are located.  Richard Symonds said this brings up his 
concern that bridges and trails should be made wide enough to accommodate ATVs, in 
part so that renegade ATV users don’t destroy other areas when they find they can’t go 
over bridges, but also so that they can get into an area to carry out an injured person.   
 
The Commission also discussed with Ken  Hankinson having a trail opening on the 
Campbell/Stoppelworth Trail in the fall, possibly Columbus Day weekend.  Lois Barlow-
Cox said that when the management plan is approved and in place, they should schedule 
a grand opening with a ribbon cutting.  Don DiGenova said they will also need to put in 
conservation area signs in various areas, Stoppelworth and Schindler-Schmidt and 
possibly King being the priorities, and asked how they go about getting that to happen.  
Lois Barlow-Cox suggested they check with the Planning Office to see how that has been 
handled.  Ken Hankinson said it might be the Recreation Department, but Linda Farmer 
might have the best insight on who to ask.  Lois Barlow-Cox said she will check with 
Linda.   
 
Ken Hankinson said some bridges will still need toe rails and they still need some signs 
yet on the Stoppelworth Trail.  Marianne Latimer asked Ken Hankinson how the Trail 
Day event had gone.  Ken Hankinson said the turnout was somewhat disappointing—
only eight people besides himself, but other towns also had events.  He suggested that 
next year they hold their Trail Day event on the Campbell/Stoppelworth Trail.  Ken 
Hankinson also suggested that if they want to plan a grand opening event for Columbus 
Day, then they will need to finalize plans at the August meeting to get something into the 
September issue of Tolland Monthly.   

B. Management Plans:  The Commission agreed to table their discussion on these but to 
mail or send comments to Marianne Latimer.  Marianne Latimer suggested they can vote 
on the plans at the July 17th workshop.  Marianne Latimer said she will mail the plans out 
to everyone three days before the meeting with the comments she receives.  Eugene Koss 
said he received the plans but must have misplaced them and asked Marianne Latimer to 
email them to him.   

 
Lois Barlow-Cox said they need to discuss the need to purchase a GPS system for their 
use.  Don DiGenova/Eugene Koss motion to purchase a GPS system with the 
encumbered funds.  Motion was unanimously approved.  Marianne Latimer and Cynthia 
MacDonald offered to look into what they need to purchase and will provide a report at 
the next meeting.   
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5.  Reports of Subcommittees 
A. Land Rating:  Lois Barlow-Cox said this is still inactive. 
B. Land Management:  Lois Barlow-Cox said this discussion has been covered. 
C. Education and Outreach:  Lois Barlow-Cox said she is concerned about the proliferation 

of Japanese knotweed and the need to eradicate it from areas around town.  She said she 
would like to request Donna Ellis to write an article for Tolland Monthly complete with 
pictures that will help people identify this invasive plant and advise them on how to get 
rid of it.  She said it is very difficult to eradicate and the best thing to do is to cut it down 
before it blooms, as it creates a lot of seeds that once they get into streams end up getting 
carried everywhere.  She said this invasive plant is fairly new showing up in the area in 
the last twenty years.  She said the Highway Department usually tries to cut what comes 
up on the road.  Cynthia MacDonald suggested putting up a sign like a wanted poster in 
the Planning area entitled “Plant Enemy #1.”  Eugene Koss suggested going beyond 
education by creating a project for young people as a community project.  Don DiGenova 
said this might be difficult as it would require people going onto a lot of private 
properties.  Lois Barlow-Cox said this is a thick-stemmed plant that might require some 
equipment to get rid of.  She said she will contact Donna Ellis and they can discuss this 
further at the workshop.   

 
Marianne Latimer said that as stewards of the open space in town, they need to be 
thinking about invasive species.  Ken Hankinson said all of the properties have some 
problems with invasive species whether it be knotweed, barberry, or other plants.  Lois 
Barlow-Cox said the best way to get rid of them is in the early spring by burning the 
roots.  She said bittersweet is often dealt with by cutting it and pouring herbicide in the 
stem. 

 
6.  Announcements:  None. 
 
7.  Executive Session:  None. 
 
8.  Adjournment:  Don DiGenova/Richard Symonds motion to adjourn the meeting and pay                                 
the clerk at 8:23p.m.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Annie Gentile 
Clerk (alternate) 
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