
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
TOLLAND, CT 

MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 17, 2008 
 

1. Call to Order: 
A.  Attendance: 
Philip Moreschi, Lois Barlow-Cox, Cynthia MacDonald, Richard N. Symonds.  
Eugene Koss arrived at 7:45pm.  Also present were Linda Farmer, Director of 
Planning & Community Development, Marianne Latimer and Guest Speaker Heidi 
Samokar, Senior Planner for Planimetrics.  Steve Lowrey was also in attendance 
arriving at 7:45pm. 
 
Members Absent:  Don DiGenova 
 
B. Public Comment: 
None 
 
C. Added Agenda Items: 

I. Parking at Shafran Property 
II. Discussion Regarding Invasive Species.  This will fall under Education 

and outreach on the agenda. 
Motion to add these Items to the agenda made by Richard N. Symonds and second by 
Lois Barlow-Cox.  No discussion and the Motion carried. 
 
2. New Business 
A.  Priority Open Space Workshop 
Heidi Samokar was in attendance representing Planimetrics, a firm hired by the town 
to update the plan of conservation and development. They generally approach it from 
three directions; one is conservation, everything that should be protected or 
conserved, the second is development, and the third is infrastructure.  They are 
currently working on conservation scope.  
Richard N. Symonds reported that he believes that there is an error in the State Plan 
of Conservation and Development.  He believes that the Tolland Industrial Park is 
classified as Open Space and it should be Industrial on the State Plan. 
The town’s current POCD is missing one thing, identifying future areas for open 
space.  Some communities show specifically the properties that they are looking for 
and others show areas or swaths of area that they would like to obtain.  She is looking 
to establish these areas to move to the next step of passing out the “Conservation 
Booklet.”  They thought they would work with the commission to achieve this goal.  
Heidi reported on the survey results that was conducted and provided handouts and 
maps to show the results.  All of the results were map-able except corridors.  
According to the results of the survey, this was the most important to the commission 
but is impossible to map without knowing the specifics from the commission, which 
was the objective tonight.  Also the Willimantic River Watershed area points added 
up to 150 and that would negate the rest of the points on the map.  She wanted to 
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discuss why we picked the watershed that we did to figure out if maybe there is 
another way to determine if there is another way the demonstrate watershed 
importance on the final report.  The commission is not surprised by the results.   
Cynthia MacDonald commented that she looked at the survey from the point of what 
is not already protected.  Maryanne Latimer agreed with Cynthia.  Maryanne had a 
hard time with the difference between wetlands and watercourses.  Watercourses need 
land protection next to them whereas wetlands already have regulations protecting 
them.  
Heidi pointed out that this is only one piece of the conservation booklet; there will be 
another map that shows resources that warrant protection.  It will identify wetlands, 
water bodies, and aquifers and point out that these are areas that need protection. 
Richard Symonds feels that there were some built in prejudices in the water areas, 
specifically how he rated the Shenipsit Lake watershed area very high and another 
commission member rated the Willimantic River watershed area very high.  He stated 
that they are two different sources of water supply that he feels that they should both 
be right on top.  He feels more priority should be given to Shenipsit Lake because it is 
a surface supply, whereas in the Willimantic River area, there are a number of things 
going on.  First of all it filters, secondly it is on the aquifer-mapping program, and 
thirdly it will be integrated into Planning and Zoning by law and there is a degree of 
protection that isn’t somewhere else.  He recalled an incident from the past where an 
individual used to change his oil regularly and dump it into the Shenipsit Lake.  He 
feels that numbers are misrepresented because of reasons like this.  Philip Moreschi 
said that he did not look at this from the watershed aspect, he was more focused on 
corridors and attempts to preserve a greenway for example, the property along the 
Willimantic River and the Skunkamaug and the Tankerhoosen River.  Cynthia feels 
that as far as watersheds are concerned, the Skunkamaug is the most important 
because it is centrally located and everything we do in town affects the Skunkamaug.  
Maryanne feels that the wetlands and surface waters have certain degrees of 
protection and all of the commission members are approaching this from different 
angles.  Lois Barlow-Cox had a hard time with the same issues mentioning other 
properties in town that are already protected.  Heidi will present the Planning and 
Zoning commission with a draft of the plan. After much debate, Heidi conducted 
another activity that was based on the commission’s priority based on the previous 
survey, which were open space corridors and trails.  Each member of the commission 
had an opportunity to take a piece of masking tape to mark out the specific areas of 
importance on a wall map that she had prepared.  Members were given three minutes 
to use their tape and lobby their opinions.  She was looking to prioritize the future 
open space for corridors and trails. For the most part, all of the commission members 
had the same ideas.  The commission came up with seven areas that they had interest 
in and then narrowed it down to four high priorities.  The activity was followed by 
much debate regarding flood planes and areas that were already protected.  Heidi 
concluded by stating that this activity provided the info that was needed to add to the 
conservation booklet.  The info will go to Planning and Zoning in about a month.  
The info will be mapped and distributed to the commission. 
 
B. Update-Linda Farmer 
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Linda Farmer reported that we hadn’t heard anything regarding the D.E.P. grant 
application.  The town has submitted the Auperin property, which they are preparing 
to close on at any time.  The sale was not contingent upon receiving the D.E.P. grant.  
She is waiting to hear about the Knofla Property.  The sale of this property is 
contingent upon receiving the D.E.P. grant.  She is waiting for reimbursement for the 
King Property and the Schindler-Schmidt property and this can take an extremely 
long time.  The King Property will take longer to process because it was not filed 
with the State easement, but with a modified easement.  The recreational trails grant 
has been announced.  She is looking at that to see if we can use that for the 
recreational trails for the King Property.  It is due Sept. 1, 2008.  It may be used for 
design and construction.  She will talk to Eric Trott because he used this grant for the 
trails in Coventry.  Maryanne asked if that could be used for the Blue trail.  Linda was 
not sure about that. The commission discussed using this for the Willimantic River 
area and the Shenipsit lake area. 
 
3. Business Meeting 
 
A.  Approve Minutes of May 8, 2008 
A motion was made by Richard Symonds and second by Eugene Koss to approve the 
minutes of the May 8, 2008 meeting as presented.  Discussion: Add Cynthia 
MacDonald to the absentee list. 
The minutes were approved unanimously as amended 
 
B. Approve Minutes of June 12, 2008 
A motion was made by Richard Symonds and second by Eugene Koss to approve the 
minutes of the June 12, 2008 meeting as presented. 
Discussion: None 
The minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
C.  Approve Minutes of May 22, 2008 
Minutes tabled until the next meeting as there was confusion as to whether everyone 
had received copies of this. 

 
4. Old Business 
A.  Tolland Conservation Corps 
No Report 

 
B. Management Plans 
Maryanne Latimer reported that the plans were drafted.  The workshop posed some 
questions that were considered and incorporated.  Steve Lowrey made comments that 
were not taken into consideration.  Much discussion was had regarding his comments 
and felt that these issues would be addressed before the plan was finalized.  
Discussion was had regarding allowing Mountain Biking on the King Property.  This 
was removed from the draft.  This was a request of the King family.  Cynthia talked 
about making a loop on the property so there is not just a dead end trail.  Linda 
suggested that we have a map of the existing trails and could be incorporated in the 
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plan.  Discussion was had regarding the King Property and whether or not it abuts 
Nedweid Rd.  It apparently does not connect directly; there is a brook that separates 
them.  The request was made to have Steve print a more detailed topographical map 
to show this.  Linda will email everyone to provide the answer to this debate.  There 
were no comments from Steve Lowrey regarding the Parciak Property.  Philip asked 
if there was an existing map of the property trails.  Maryanne stated that we do not 
have the trail map.  The request was made to have Steve print a face map to show the 
trail systems.  Cynthia stated that she thinks that there should be an access to Bald 
Hill.  Steve will have the maps for the workshop next week to present to the 
commission.  Maryanne will be glad to accept things via email and incorporate things 
in lieu of anyone else with interest in working with the Management Plans.  The 
steward’s names will be removed from the plan.  The question was raised whether or 
not the Management plan for the King Property was for the entire property or just the 
30+ acres intended for public use.  Linda pointed out that we need to make it clear 
that there are two different sets of restrictions to the property and that there will be 
guided walks three times per year.  The Management plan is specific to the 30+acre 
public access easement area and a different set of restrictions for the remaining 
acreage.  Discussion was had to have two different documents within the one to 
explain the restrictions.  Dick asked to have a copy marked up to show the changes 
discussed for the workshop on Thursday.  Richard pointed out that the plan does not 
need the letter for appointment of stewards, Trail maps, and property evaluation 
criteria in order to go forward to the town council.  This info can follow at a later 
date. 
 
5. Report of Subcommittees 
A.  Land Rating 
No Report 
 
B.  Land Management 
No report 
 
C.  Education and Outreach 
Lois Barlow-Cox reported that she has been in contact with Donna Ellis regarding 
Invasive Species.  Donna is very interested and excited to get involved in a program 
in Tolland sponsored by the Conservation Commission.  She suggested holding a 
public program at the Lodge at Crandall’s Park on September 20th, 2008 from 9:00 to 
11:00.  This was the only convenient date that she had to offer.  The program would 
provide coffee and donuts etc. showing photos of different species and handouts 
followed by a walk in the park identifying different species.  Cynthia will do article 
for the Tolland Monthly.  There is only $100.00 in the budget.  Linda will try to get 
Steve Werbner to waive the $45.00 fee for the lodge.  Linda will email the 
commission whether or not the Lodge is available.  If so she will book it.  This event 
was a success in the past when it was run during the Sum-Fun event.  Tables and 
chairs will be set up for the event by the Lodge Staff.  The financial issue will be 
handled by money left over from the GPS purchase order.  Cynthia MacDonald made 
a motion and second by Eugene Koss to hold the seminar on September 20, 2008 at 
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the Lodge at Crandall’s park from 9:00am to 11:00am pending the availability of the 
facility. 
Discussion: Eugene asked if Donna Ellis would discuss the eradication of the 
different species.  Lois answered that that topic would be covered.  The motion was 
unanimously approved as stated. 
 
Added Agenda Items 
 
A.  Shafran Property Parking 
Richard Symonds said that he has a friend that uses the Shafran Property on a regular 
basis and complains that there is a lack of parking on the property.  There is only 
availability for two cars to park on the property and the remaining have to park on the 
street.  He has presented a rough sketch to show how he feels that we might be able to 
fit a few more vehicles.  There is a sign right as you come in and a cedar tree and you 
could fit a car between the two.  There is another space by the fence where you could 
fit another car.  He feels that there could be room for up to five cars if we used logs to 
define the parking spaces marking out the spaces.  Cynthia said that her friend that 
lives in the area and there is often cars parked in the street which is not a good idea 
because of the blind turn.  Cynthia asked if we could also post a note on property that 
stated that if there is not space to park, please park on Willie Circle, which is a much 
more safe and quiet road directly across from the property.  Richard said that the 
fence could be moved but had to ask Ken about boundaries.  The consensus in the 
committee was that it was great that people were visiting and using the property and 
felt that it would be necessary to make changes to accommodate that. 
 
6. Announcements 
Eugene Koss apologized again for being late.  
 
7. Executive Session 
None 
 
8. Adjournment 
A motion was made by Philip Moreschi and second by Lois Barlow-Cox to adjourn 
the meeting and approve payment to the clerk for his services. 
Discussion: None.  Motion unanimously approved as stated. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Jason Szemreylo 
Recording Clerk 
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