
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
TOLLAND, CT 

MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 14, 2008 
 

1. Call to Order: 7:00pm 
A.  Attendance: 
Philip Moreschi, Don DiGenova, Lois Barlow-Cox, Cynthia MacDonald, Richard N. 
Symonds.  Eugene Koss arrived at 7:20PM.  Also present were Linda Farmer, 
Director of Planning & Community Development, and Ken Hankinson of the 
Conservation Corps. 
 
Members Absent:   
None 
 
B. Public Comment: 
None 
 
C. Added Agenda Items: 
None 
 
2. New Business 
A. Discuss submission of Management Plans to Town Council 
 Linda Farmer is still considering the possibility of applying for the “recreational 
trails grant” to extend the existing trail at the King Property but she is running short 
on time.  Richard Symonds promised that he would help her to put it together to have 
it prepared to submit on or before September 1st 2008.  The King Property 
Management Plan has to be approved at the next council meeting in order to apply for 
the grant.  The council also has to give the go-ahead to apply for the grant.  Steve 
Lowry has prepared the map of the existing trails, and a proposed trail shown by a 
dotted line to illustrate a goal.  Linda would like to make the property ADA 
accessible from the parking area to the river.  It is a flood plain and would require a 
boardwalk type bridge for a certain portion of the trail.  This could be funded by the 
grant.  The trail could also extend to Fox Ridge.  The difficult part of the grant is to 
determine the dollar amount.  Linda feels that the plan is ready to move forward to 
the council.  The committee also feels that the grant could be submitted with the 
verbiage that “the Management plan is completed and in the process of being 
approved” or also by calling it “a Draft Management plan.”  Linda also prepared 
goals to be added to the plan.  
 Eugene Koss asked, “How much are we talking about in Quantity, How much 
money?”  Linda replied that there is $700,000 dollars available with a 20% match.  
Linda stated that her guess is that we are probably looking for $25,000.  The work 
will be done by contractor/volunteer combination.  The grant will also accept in-kind 
match.  Phil Moreschi agrees that the boardwalk concept is a good idea.  There is also 
question regarding permits.  Would they be required?  The management plan has to 
be prepared and finalized tonight to move it to the council. 
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 Eugene asked if there would be a benefit to moving the workshop to next 
Thursday rather than two Thursdays?  The commission needs to get the plan 
approved ASAP.  The council packet is published and distributed on Friday AM.  The 
commission will attempt to finalize the plan tonight and if they can’t agree tonight, 
then they will consider moving the workshop. 
 
B. Update-Linda Farmer 
 Phil Moreschi asked if Steve Lowry has made a map of the Parciak Property.  
Linda reported that he was supposed to drop it off at the last workshop.  Apparently 
Steve was in the process of moving his office and could not get to the info for the 
Maps.  Linda presented a map of the Parciak property, but stated that he did not put 
on it what she would have, but does include inland-wetlands.  Dick reported that he 
was supposed to be doing maps that show the area, aerial mode, topography, and 
boundaries, and in the corner has the location of town to combine two maps.  Linda 
stated that she thought that Steve could have these done next week now that everyone 
is moved in to their new offices and most summer vacations are finished.  The 
commission wants the maps to be the same for each management plan. 
 Dick Symonds asked if it was ok to move on with the Shafran property parking 
improvements.  Linda reported that the council and Town Manager approved the 
improvements to the parking area of the property with out question and also there was 
an email reporting this. 
 Sept 15th 2008 at 7:00pm at the Lodge at Crandall’s Park will be a Planning and 
Development meeting to discuss character, historic development, economic 
development, housing needs etc.  Hope all can attend, invites will be coming.  Lois 
Barlow-Cox reported that she is getting married on the 14th of September and will not 
be able to attend.  Lois was congratulated by the commission and wished well. 
 
3. Business Meeting 
A.  Approve Meeting Minutes of July 17, 2008, and May 22, 2008 

A motion was made by Lois Barlow-Cox and second by Richard Symonds to 
approve the minutes of the July 17, 2008 meeting.  Discussion: Page one, third line 
from the top, change “June 17, 2008” to “July 17, 2008.”  Page two, second line from 
the top change “way the” to “way to.”  Page five, Added Agenda item A, eighth line 
from the top of the paragraph, change the sentence that reads “Cynthia said that her 
friend that lives in the area and there often cars parked in the street which is not a 
good idea because of the blind turn” to “Richard Symonds said that his friend who 
lives in the area says there are often cars parked in the street which is not a good idea 
because of the blind turn.”   

The Minutes were approved unanimously as amended.   
Cynthia MacDonald asked that her minutes be mailed via United States Postal 

Service due to computer issues until further notice. 
 A motion was made by Eugene Koss and second by Richard Symonds to approve 
the meeting minutes of the May 22, 2008 special meeting.  Discussion: None 
 The minutes were approved unanimously as presented. 

 
4. Old Business 
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A.  Tolland Conservation Corps 
 The Conservation Corps, Ken Hankinson, reported that they would be looking for 
a new steward for the Shafran Property.  The Conservation Corps has a few people in 
mind as to who should be the steward.  The Corps also feels that there should be only 
one person listed as the “Steward” for each property.  If there are others that wish to 
be involved, that’s fine, but one main person should be the contact for the property.  
Ken talked about how to go about moving the stewards around without causing 
problems because there are certain people who have certain preferences and ties 
whether family or other, to certain properties.  His main concern is that certain people 
do not get left out.  He has some people who are interested in helping out that live 
near both the King property and the Schindler-Schmidt property.  Phil asked who the 
individuals were and Ken replied Maxine Cole and Cindy Byers.  There was 
discussion about what area Charlie oversees on the King Property.  Ken will have 
Linda contact Charlie to clarify.   
 There will be a letter going out to the property stewards in the near future 
regarding work parties and dates.  The dates that are available and set aside for work 
dates are October 4th, 18th, November 1st, 15th, and December 6th.  November 29th 
would be a back-up date.  This will be used to help maintain the trails.  There will be 
dates set for re-blazing of trails in September. 
 Two meetings ago the commission talked about holding a “Property Opening” at 
the Stoppleworth Property.  The date that was discussed was October 11, 2008, which 
is Saturday of Columbus Day weekend.  The commission needs to commit to a date 
to publish an ad in the Tolland Monthly.  Richard reported that the deadline has 
passed for submitting an article for the Monthly, but if someone talked to Linda 
Farmer in the AM, tomorrow, she may be able to make it happen.  Lois Barlow-Cox 
feels that we should hold an official opening to show off the project.  There was a 
similar event held for the Campbell property and there were 23 people in attendance. 
 Lois Barlow-Cox made a motion and second by Eugene Koss to hold a formal 
Ribbon cutting opening ceremony of the Stoppleworth Property on Sunday, October 
12, 2008 at 1:00pm.  Discussion: Question was raised whether people have time to 
return from Church and prepare for this event as early as 1:00pm.  The commission 
agreed that the time was sufficient.  Eugene stated that this is important to have a 
visible public event to show people “this is it, your money is being put in the ground, 
here it is, go and use it.”  This will show the people what the commission is 
accomplishing.  Phil suggests an article in the JI and to not offend anyone, it be 
published by “Conserving Tolland.”  Ken feels that the article should come from the 
Conservation Commission because they are the ones who have done all of the work 
and deserve the recognition and credit. The Conservation Commission will prepare 
and article for the JI and the Tolland Monthly.  
 There was much debate about whether or not to include the adjacent Campbell 
property with the opening of the Stoppleworth Property.  Lois wanted to include the 
two properties in the same opening because the two properties are linked together.  
The commission decided that this ceremony was intended for the Stoppleworth 
Property and there will be tours offered.  Should someone want to tour the entire 
thing, such will be provided.  Richard suggested that we call it the “dedication of the 
Stoppleworth Property with the extension to the Peaceful Valley Conservation area” 
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This will keep the focus on the Stoppleworth area. The commission came to an 
agreement that it will be called the Dedication of the Stoppleworth Property.  There 
will be details in the article regarding the adjacent Campbell Property and the 
Peaceful Valley Conservation area as to not take away from the opening of the 
Stoppleworth Property.  
 Lois Barlow-Cox asked, “Who cuts the ribbon?”  Ken suggested that it be Phil 
Moreschi and the property steward.  Eugene suggested offering the ribbon cutting to 
the town manager or the council.  The commission agreed that it should be offered to 
the Council or the Town Manager.   
 The motion was approved as stated but the supporting detail will reflect the 
discussion. 
 Richard reported that there might be an issue with the appropriate signage for the 
property.  He will check with Linda Farmer to see if it can be completed before the 
ceremonies. 
 Richard asked, “Who is doing publicity?”  If something has to go to the Tolland 
Monthly, it has to go tomorrow.  We have plenty time for the JI, the Reminder, E-
Blast, but the Tolland Monthly is urgent.  Eugene stated that he could put some text 
together but is looking for someone to edit it before going to Linda with it.  Richard 
asked Ken if he could do it.  Richard said that he does not have time.  Eugene stated 
again that he could put something together and then Don DiGenova will look it over.  
 There was more discussion regarding the date of the Stoppleworth opening event 
and the committee has decided that another date would be more appealing due to the 
holiday weekend and people would be on vacation. 
 Richard Symonds made a motion and second by Eugene Koss to amend the date 
of the Opening of the Stoppleworth Property from October 12, 2008 to October 19, 
2008.  Discussion: None 
 Motion unanimously approved as stated. 
Cynthia Macdonald agreed to take care of drafting a letter for the PTO to be 
distributed at the schools.  The commission will try to come up with some photos for 
the Tolland Monthly.  

 Ken Hankinson recommended a Trail Head sign that would be permanently fixed 
at the beginning of the trail.  It would be a laminated map that would be placed on a 
flat board, with Plexiglas over it and sealed with caulking that would prevent water 
from getting to it.  This will hopefully last for a few years and prevent from having to 
keep a large number of maps printed in the box for the public to use.   Ken said that 
he would have the Trail Head map installed for the Date.   

The Commission talked about refreshments and agreed that they would all chip in 
for refreshments.  Lois said that she thought that Big Y would probably want to 
donate something.   

Cynthia asked Ken how he would rate the trails of the Stoppleworth Property for 
the PTO publication.  Ken answered “easy to moderate.” 
 
B. Management Plans 

Phil stated that he felt that we should jump right into the King Property 
Management Plan due to the time constraint regarding the Recreational Trails Grant 
and the close time frame. 
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 Phil started with suggested editorial comments that were all agreed on.  He 
suggested the change of certain terminology.   
 Linda Farmer had submitted two paragraphs of info that she felt should be added 
into the plan wherever the commission feels fit.  There was much debate as to where 
to place the paragraphs until the commission came to an agreement.  All of the info 
will be incorporated into the plan. 
 There was much discussion regarding the hunting issue.  The owner retains the 
right to permit hunting in the adjacent easement property in accordance with the state 
hunting regulations and stated in the Property Easement. 
 Added would be a proposed trails map that will be forthcoming.  We need a 
parcel map with location map inserts.   
 Richard stated that he would have the plan changes completed tonight. 

A motion was made by Eugene Koss and second by Don DiGenova to adopt a 
final draft of the King Property Management Plan as reviewed and discussed and 
made editorial changes to, for submission to the council.  Discussion: None 
 Motion unanimously approved as stated. 

Richard asked if the commission should continue to rely on Maryanne Latimer 
because she is not local.  Although she has offered to continue to provide for the 
commission, it is hard to keep up on the plans if she is not in attendance because of 
her location.  He spoke with Cynthia Murdock about making the changes and keeping 
them on file with her in order to keep the original copy of the Plans.  Cynthia said that 
she would be willing to help keep the originals on file in her office.  The commission 
would have to discuss this with Linda Farmer.  Maryanne Latimer will continue to 
work on the plans, but the commission will try to find someone else. 

Lois Barlow-Cox is very concerned about the issue regarding hunting.  There was 
much more discussion of such.  Cynthia MacDonald feels very strongly about posting 
some type of signage.  This is not as much as an issue with other properties and is not 
addressed in other plans.  The public access easement of the King Property is a 
narrow corridor along the Willimantic River that is bordered by an easement that is 
hunted by the property owner.  The property easement states that we have access to 
the 30-acre corridor.  The easement also states that we have access to the remaining 
property only three times per year.  Discussion was had about signs that will say, 
“The owner of the adjacent property has retained the right to hunt.”  Cynthia feels that 
since we know that the owner will hunt the property, we have an obligation to post 
signs.  Richard says that he thinks we should just delete the two sentences pertaining 
to the issue.  Cynthia says that she thinks that is a mistake.  Include hunting caution 
notices on all trail maps.  There will also be a footnote at the bottom stating, “The 
owners of the property have retained the right to hunting the adjacent property as 
outlined in the easement.”  

Richard Symonds made a motion and second by Eugene Koss to modify our 
previous motion to delete the two bullets related to hunting and replace with a bullet 
that says “include hunting caution notice on all trail maps” and to include a footnote 
at the bottom stating “ the owners of the property have retained the rights to hunting 
on the adjacent property as outlined in the conservation easement.”  Discussion: None 

Motion unanimously approved as stated. 
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Parciak Property: Richard had issues with the Parciak Property plan editing.  He 
could not manage the plan as it came from Maryanne.  He will ask Maryanne to 
continue to work on the plan.  Lois Barlow-Cox has a completed plan that came from 
Maryanne.  The commission will continue to plug away at this plan at the next 
workshop. 

 
5. Report of Subcommittees 
A. Land Rating 
None 
B. Land Management 
None 
C. Education and Outreach 
 Lois Barlow-Cox reported that the article would be in the Tolland Monthly 
regarding the Invasive Species Presentation.  Cynthia stated that the article was 
forwarded to the appropriate party.  There was some discussion regarding where the 
money would come from to fund the program.  Phil will work on securing the funds. 
 
 There was some discussion regarding the purchase of a GPS unit.  The purchase 
order has already been secured for Cabella’s in East Hartford. 
 
6. Announcements 

Eugene reported having had a fox in his wife’s garden the other day sleeping.  
Richard reported that they have been around his place as well.   

Phil stated that he has a contacted the DEP to get at tour of the Charter Marsh. 
 

7. Executive session 
None 
 
8. Adjournment: 9:40 

A motion was made by Richard Symonds and second by Lois Barlow-Cox to 
adjourn the meeting and pay the clerk.   Discussion: None 

Motion unanimously approved as stated. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Jason Szemreylo 
Recording Clerk 
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