
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
TOLLAND, CT 

MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2008 
 

1. Call to Order: 7:00pm 
A.  Attendance: 
Don DiGenova, Lois Barlow-Cox, Cynthia MacDonald, Richard N. Symonds.  
Eugene Koss arrived at 7:57pm.  Also present were Linda Farmer, Director of 
Planning & Community Development, and Ken Hankinson of the Conservation 
Corps. 
 
Members Absent:   
Philip Moreschi 
 
B. Public Comment: 
None 
 
C. Added Agenda Items: 
None 
 
2. New Business 
A. Update-Linda Farmer 
 Linda reported about the Recreational Trails Grant.  The Town of Tolland applied 
for the grant and is asking for $12,500.00.  Linda provided the Commission with 
copies of the completed application.   
 Ms. Cox asked for a clarification on the 25% match.   
 Linda reported that the match is 25%, but in kind services may be included.  This 
means that the professional services, volunteer services, and Town employee services 
may be included in the 25% match. 
 Linda shared a map of the property that was included in the grant application 
made by Mr. Lowrey.   
 Mr. Symonds commended Linda and Mr. Lowrey and their staff for a fantastic 
job an the grant application. 
 Linda reported that she got a quote from town engineering and they will survey 
and flag the open space. 
 Mr. Koss asked what kind of a time frame are we looking at for the notification of 
the grant.  Linda stated that originally she thought it would be the beginning of next 
year, and now she has found out that Federal Highway Administration must also 
approve the application.  She reported that if it is in a channel encroachment area or a 
flood plain area, then she might have to make some modifications to the application.  
Linda received a phone call from someone regarding the fact that the Town of 
Tolland had included ADA accessibility in the application.  The individual was not in 
favor of this. 
 Linda talk about trying to get the King money reimbursed.  They were looking for 
a missing page from the easement.  Apparently the page was blank, but they were 
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looking for a number for the land record.  They were looking for the agreement that 
Paul Peters has with the King family to do their farming.  Linda stated that “I don’t 
know if anybody heard about Paul Peters doing nude farming, but the actual easement 
says that nude farming on the lease land will automatically begin termination of this 
lease.”  Linda stated that she did not have a copy of this.  She said that she contacted 
Charlie and Charlie sent a note clarification that the family has had this agreement for 
twenty-five years and has never had a problem. 
         
3. Business Meeting 
A.  Approve Meeting Minutes of August 14, 2008 
A motion was made by Richard Symonds and second by Cynthia MacDonalds to 
accept the minutes with some changes. 
Discussion:  Ms. Barlow-Cox asked about the use of the word “we” in the text.  It is 
unclear whom “we” is referring to.  On page five in the eighth paragraph, change 
“Richard asked if the commission should continue to rely on Maryanne Latimer 
because she is not local” to “Richard asked if the commission should continue to rely 
on Marianne Latimer because she is not local.”  Also on page five, paragraph eight; 
change “Cynthia Murdock” to “Cindy Murdock.”  Also, on page five, in the ninth 
paragraph, “The property easement states that we have access to the 30-acre corridor.  
The easement also states that we have access to the remaining property only three 
times per year” to be changed to “The property easement states that the public has 
access to the 30-acre corridor.  The easement also states that the public has access to 
the remaining property only three times per year for guided tours.”  Ms. Barlow-Cox 
asked how names should used in the minutes.  Mr. Symonds stated that in the future 
the formal names or Mr. or Ms. should be used instead of first manes to eliminate any 
confusion.  Also on page six, number six; change “Eugene reported having had a fox 
in his wife’s garden the other day sleeping” to Eugene reported having had a fox 
sleeping in his wife’s garden the other day.”   
 Motion unanimously approved with the changes discussed. 

 
4. Old Business 
A.  Tolland Conservation Corps 

Ken Hankinson from Tolland Conservation Corps reported that there is a work 
session scheduled for this Saturday at Shafran Property that had been scheduled for 
the summer but was rescheduled.  The intention was to move the fence back to make 
room for two more cars in the parking area.  He hopes to be able to fit five cars into 
the parking area when it is finished with minimal work on Saturday.  

The work sessions for the season have been set for October 4, and 18, 2008 for 
the Stoppleworth and Campbell properties.  There is some minor work that needs to 
be finished before the opening, weed whacking, some blazing, and marking a little 
section from the scout bridge to the Stoppleworth trail without having to go out to the 
parking area and double back. 

Two work sessions are scheduled for November and a back up session for 
December 6, 2008, and if we get all of our work finished, we will maybe do a 
walkthrough of the Schindler/Schmidt property.  He has been out there a few times 
and is trying to get familiarized with the property.  There is a lot of logging roads.  

 2



Once the leaves are off of the trees, they will be able to get a better feel for the 
property.   

The permanent map postings for the properties have not been finished as of yet.  
Mr. Hankinson hopes to have a prototype for the October meeting for the 
Commission.   

Ms. Barlow-Cox mentioned that in the minutes, it said that you are still looking 
for a steward for the Shafran property.  Mr. Hankinson stated that yes that is still the 
case.  Mr. Symonds stated that he had a prospect.  The clerk offered to speak to the 
individual to find out if he had any interest in helping. 
 Ms. Barlow-Cox asked if there was still a need for a steward for the Parciak 
property.  Mr. Hankinson stated that it is currently Leonard and Carolyn Bach. 
 Mr. Hankinson stated that there would be several members of the Conservation 
Corp present at the Stoppleworth Opening to serve as guides. 
 Linda reported that the Planning and Zoning Commission approved a revision to 
the Old Kent South Subdivision to go all the way to Joshua Trust. 
 Linda also reported that there would be a meeting on Monday night at 7:00pm at 
the Lodge at Crandall’s Park regarding the Plan of Conservation and Development. 
 
B. Management Plans 
 Mr. Symonds reported that the management plan for the Parciak property is 
currently in state of confusion with several different documents and coming from 
several different people working on the documents.   
 The Commission had much discussion regarding parking at the Parciak property.  
The property has access from Bald Hill Rd but no real parking area.  There is very 
little area for parking on Burbank Rd. at the access area.  There might be room for 
parking of one or two but the second will block the first.  The Commission decided 
they would add a bullet to state that that they would develop and maintain access on 
Burbank and Bald Hill Rd’s. 
 The Commission discussed that there would only be a map box and trail head map 
at the designated entrance to the property on Burbank Rd. 
 The Commission agreed to make some typographic changes to page four, the 
second bullet from the bottom, regarding the steward requesting changes needed to do 
the job.  It was the intention to keep the same meaning but change the grammar. 
 The Commission discussed having a required approval process for an organized 
publicized event on Town property.  Mr. DiGenova stated that he would approach 
Linda and have her talk to the town attorney for his opinion.  It appears that there are 
organizations that are scheduling events on Open Space Properties that are advertised, 
some in violation of the town ordinance regarding use of town property after dark.  
The Commission would like to encourage, not discourage people from using the 
properties.  There will be a bullet statement put into the plan stating that organized 
events will require prior approval through the recreation department and notification 
to the steward.  Mr. Hankinson offered to provide the Commission with a copy of the 
Joshua Trust application.  The Joshua Trust has a very similar simple application for 
property use.   
 Mr. Symonds stated that with the changes discussed tonight, he will compare this 
document to the other different documents to see if there were any other changes 
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discussed previously and provide the Commission with a final raft document to be 
presented to the Council for the October Council Meeting for their approval.  The 
document is missing a parcel map, a conservation easement, and a proposed trail map.  
Mr. Symonds will get the documents from the Planning Office and the packet will be 
ready. 

A Motion was made by Richard Symonds and second by Lois Barlow-Cox to 
approve the document with the changes made tonight, as a recommended document 
for consideration at the workshop, and to be forwarded to the Council for approval at 
the October Council Meeting. 

Motion was unanimously approved.  Discussion:  None 
The commission discussed the order of the next management plan to be 

completed.  Mr. Symonds recommended that the Commission submit Palmer, 
Schindler/Schmidt, and Shafran Management Plans all at the same time.  Mr. 
Symonds stated that if they put there minds to it, it would not be a problem to have 
the plans ready for November council Meeting.  Mr. Symonds stated that he would 
have the plans ready for the next meeting to work on.  Ms. Barlow-Cox reported that 
The Weigold Property has been up and running for a long time without a plan, and 
has not been a problem.   

Mr. Symonds talked about the Tolland Monthly article for the Stoppleworth 
Opening.  Yesterday was the due date for the October Tolland Monthly.  Mr. Koss 
had presented a relatively short article and has been spruced up.  Mr. Symonds read 
the article and had some discussion regarding some statements in the article.  It will 
be altered once again and submitted tomorrow to the Tolland Monthly in hopes that it 
will not be too late.   

A Motion was made by Don DiGenova and second by Cynthia MacDonald to 
submit the article with the changes discussed to the Tolland Monthly tomorrow for 
the October Tolland Monthly. 

Motion approved unanimously.  Discussion:  None 
 

5. Report of Subcommittees 
 
A. Land Rating 

The commission discussed the need to do Land Ratings.  At this time, it is the 
opinion of the Commission that Land Rating is needed, but not priority right now.  
Land Ratings will be tabled for now. 
 
B. Land Management 

No Report 
 
C. Education and Outreach 
 Ms. MacDonald reported that the hike was listed in the PTO bulletin.  Eastern 
Highland Health District is presenting a seminar on Wells and Well Water. 

 
6. Announcements 

None 
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7. Executive session 
None 

 
8. Adjournment: 9:10 

A motion was made by Richard Symond and second by Lois Barlow-Cox to 
adjourn the meeting and pay the clerk. 

Motion was unanimously approved.  Discussion:  None 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Jason Szemreylo 
Recording Clerk 
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