
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
TOLLAND, CT 

MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 09, 2008 
 

1.  Call to order:  7:07pm 
A.  Attendance: 

Philip Moreschi, Lois Barlow-Cox, Cynthia MacDonald, and Richard Symonds 
were all present.  Eugene Koss arrived at 7:10pm.  Mr. Koss apologized for being late.  
Also present were Linda Farmer, Director of Planning and Community Development, 
Ken Hankinson of the Conservation Corps, and many members of Tolland Scout Troop 
2.  The scouts are working on their “Citizenship in the Community” merit badge. 
 
Members absent: 

Don DiGenova was absent. 
 
B.  Public Comment: 

None. 
 
C.  Added agenda items: 

Mr. Moreschi asked to add “Stoppleworth Commemoration” to Old Business.  He 
also asked to add the Charter Marsh Wildlife Refuge.  Mr. Moreschi also asked to add 
“Additional Members for Commission” to Old Business.  Mr. Symonds made a motion 
and Ms. Barlow-Cox second to add those items to the agenda.  Discussion: None.  
Motion carried as stated.   
 
2.  New Business: 
A.  Update-Linda Farmer: 

Ms. Farmer reported that she was lucky enough to be invited to Long Island with 
American Farmland Trust last Thursday to see how they do Farm Land preservation.  She 
brought back many different handouts for the commission.  Tolland is featured on page 
11 in the new booklet that is out entitled “Planning for Agriculture.  A Guide for 
Municipalities” that she feels is very valuable.  She provided the commission members 
with lots of info she was able to obtain while on her trip.   

 
Ms. Farmer was also able to gather info regarding the Connecticut Agriculture 

Viability Grants.  They are available for all sorts of things, for all sorts of dollar amounts.  
She provided a handout showing what towns have received these grants and how much 
they were worth.  They are for things like mapping, Farmers Market promotions, GIS 
Training, Education, and nutrition programs in the school systems.   

 
Mr. Moreschi asked if they talked about the percentage of farmland that is 

preserved and the cost assessment that goes along with that?  Ms. Farmer reported that 
she had lots of info.  She talked about the cost of property in the area that she was in.  She 
reported that the majority of the farmland was being used for vineyards.   
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Ms. Farmer stated that she has presented the members of the commission with a 
schedule for the 2009 year.  Both regular meetings and workshop schedule were 
included.  Ms. Farmer stated that she would add it to the agenda for the next meeting.   

 
Ms. Barlow-Cox added that we could expand the farmers market and advertise it 

better.  Our local farmers are not attending the farmers market.  The Tolland orchards are 
not coming.  We have people coming from the shore to sell their stuff.   
 
B.  Discussion regarding updated Parciak Management Plan with possible approval: 
 Mr. Symonds recapped by stating that at the last meeting and the last workshop 
the commission had made some minor typographical changes and also discussed the 
access of the property on Bald Hill road and Burbank Road.  The commission decided 
that “maintenance of parking areas on both roads.” Would be the appropriate language 
for their intention.  He visited the area on Bald Hill and their are all sorts of areas to park 
without obstructing the road and the tower gate.  There will be proposed trail maps added 
as well.   
  
 Mr. Moreschi asked if the final draft had been distributed.  Mr. Symonds 
answered yes, they were emailed at least two weeks ago.  Ms. MacDonald debated if the 
copy she has is the final draft.  She has been having problems with email.   
  
 A motion was made by Mr. Koss and second by Mr. Symonds to submit the 
Parciak Management Plan as discussed to the Town Council for approval.  Discussion:  
Ms. MacDonald asked if the plan should be more specific regarding the trails.  Currently 
there are Trails, ATV trails and logging trails.  Should the commission review them, 
decide which ones are good trails, which ones are inviting to ATV’s and closed them, and 
mark them clearly?  “Evaluate and document the existing AVT trails, select those and 
mark the ones we want to keep, and close the ones we don’t want.”  There is also a 
statement regarding barbed wire.  There is some barbed wire on the property.  Should the 
plan say something specific to the effect of remove the barbed wire?  Mr. Moreschi 
agrees that they are good suggestions.  Most of the ATV trails are on the North East 
portion of the property.  The additional wording will be unauthorized trail.  Mr. Symonds 
brought up a point from previous plans regarding wording of changing the word “site” to 
“property”.  Do we want to change these in this document?  The consensus was changing 
them.  No more changes to discuss.  The motion carried unanimously with the changes 
discussed.  Ms. Farmer noted the proposed trail map has not been produced yet and they 
will need to work with Steve Lowrey on this. 
 
C.  Discussion concerning information received from our insurance provider 
regarding liability:   

Ms. Farmer reported with a handout containing some questions and answers from 
our insurance carrier.  Our insurance carrier representing the town reported that the 
conservation commission is covered while on properties if acting in an official capacity, 
but the public is not.  There could be a temporary insurance policy available to the users 
if they wish to purchase.  The recreation department can grant permission for after dark 
use on occasion in parks, there is no mention of this for the conservation commission and 
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open space.  We should have a “hold harmless agreement” in this instance for groups 
using the open space .   
 
 Mr. Symonds questioned the “hold harmless agreement” language.  He asked who 
drafted the agreement.  Ms. Farmer reported that it came from Mr. Mike Wilkinson.  
Unsure if he drafted it or it came from the attorney.  The permit that the commission had 
discussed could be used as well as the “Hold Harmless Agreement.”  Mr. Moreschi stated 
that he feels that if it is not broken, then don’t fix it.  De we really need to go down the 
road of the permit process?  Mr. Koss stated that the scheduling is the main purpose of 
this.  Mr. Hankinson stated that we only have two properties being used right now, but 
when we get more on line there may be others being used just as much as the existing 
properties.  Joshua’s Trust is widely used by groups both from town and from out of town 
and sometimes there are conflicts with organized uses and work groups.  Mr. Moreschi 
stated that he is convinced; there really is a valid use for them.  Mr. Symonds stated that 
there are groups doing Geo-Cashing.  This is an activity where people bury things and 
you have to use a GPS to find things.  Joshua’s Trust and Shafran are Geo-Cashing sites.  
Mr. Moreschi stated that it is great that the property is being used. 
 
D.  Discussion regarding establishing a permit process for the use of open space for 
organized events by private parties: 
  Ms. MacDonald stated that the commission needed to decide how to administer it 
and advertise it.  Mr. Moreschi asked Ms. Farmer if we could legally do this.  Ms. Farmer 
answered that permit is probably not the right term.  You would need to notify the Town 
Council about the permit procedure and her staff in her office could administer the 
process.  Mr. Koss asked that if he wanted to use Crandall’s park, whom would he have 
to talk to, and Ms. Farmer stated that it would be the Recreation department.  Is that 
really a permit?  Is it a registration form?  Mr. Symonds stated that he would draft a form 
that would meet our needs.  He would base it on the sample form from Joshua’s Trust 
that was provided by Mr. Ken Hankinson.  Mr. Moreschi asked about charging fees.  
Would we be charging fees for people to use the properties?  The answer was that no, 
there would not be a fee, but the users may charge the attendee’s to cover the cost of the 
event.  Ms. Barlow-Cox stated that we should include rules and regulations.  Ms. Farmer 
stated that they would get a copy of the Management Plan when they submitted the 
application for permission to use the property.  The normal notification procedure would 
be taken place.  It would be advertised in the Tolland Monthly, Town Council, Town 
Web Site, and News Letter with the recreation flier, and E-Blast.   
 
E.  Discussion regarding the Charter Marsh DEP visit:   

Mr. Moreschi has been in touch with DEP and had Ms. Farmer forward them a 
copy of the open space plan.  This happened to coincide with their evaluation of the use 
of the marsh.  The DEP is talking about making improvements to the water control 
structure on the Skungamaug River.  The will be in contact with us when they have a 
chance to review everything.  They will be meeting with us and walking Charter Marsh in 
the next two to three weeks during a weekday morning.  Ms. MacDonald asked to be 
contacted via phone when it is scheduled.  Her Email is still not working.   
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3.  Business Meeting: 
A.  Approve minutes of the September 11, 2008 meeting:   

A motion was made by Ms. Barlow-Cox and second by Mr. Symonds to accept 
the minutes of the September 11, 2008 meeting.  Discussion:  Ms. Farmer had several 
comments.  On page 1, number 2. A. Change “Ms. Cox asked for a clarification on the 25 
% match.” To “ Ms. Cox asked for a clarification on the 20% match.”  There are two 
more references in the next paragraph that are to be changed to 20% match.  On page 1, 
number 2. A. Sixth paragraph, change “Linda reported that she got a quote from town 
engineering and they will survey and flag the open space” to “Linda reported that she got 
a quote from Towne Engineering and they will survey and flag the open space.”  Also on 
page 1, number 2. A. Last line of the seventh paragraph, change “Linda received a phone 
call from someone regarding the fact that they were upset that the application included 
ADA accessibility” to “Linda received a phone call from someone regarding the fact that 
they were upset that the application considered ADA accessibility.”  Also page 1, number 
2. A. First line of the eighth paragraph, change “Linda talked about trying to get the King 
money back right now.  They were looking for a missing page from the easement” To 
Linda talked about trying to get the King money reimbursed right now.  DEP was looking 
for a missing page from the easement.”  On page three, number 4. A. Fifth paragraph, 
change “Linda reported that the Planning and Zoning Commission approved a revision to 
the Old Kent South Subdivision to go all the way to Joshua’s Trust” to “Linda reported 
that the Planning and Zoning Commission approved a revision to the Old Kent South 
Subdivision for all of the open space to go all the way to Joshua’s Trust.”  Page 3, 
number 4. B. Change “There will be a bullet statement put into the plan stating that 
organized events will require prior approval through the recreation department and 
notification of the steward” to  “There will be a bullet statement put into the plan stating 
that organized events will require prior approval through the Conservation Commission 
and notification of the steward.”  Motion carried with changes listed.  Mr. Moreschi 
abstained due to his absence from the meeting. 
 
4.  Old Business: 
A.  Tolland Conservation Corps:   

Ken Hankinson was present to report from the corps. The corps completed the 
extra parking spaces at the Shafran Property.  The gravel was requested from Clem 
Langlois and it has not been delivered.  He would prefer at this point to wait until the 
spring.  Two days after making the parking spots, he found three cars in the parking area.  
The parking area is tight but four or five cars can fit.  Once the ground is packed down a 
little, they will remove the logs that have been placed there.  There is a work session 
planned for October 18, 2008 at Stoppleworth Property.  The Corps has been working 
really hard to get the property ready for the opening.  He and Bob Senatro will be there 
on the 17th of October to put up the new trail signs.  They are adding a new bridge over 
the stream on the far back corner next to Rolling Meadows part of the property due to the 
slippery rocks.  Marianne did a pdf map the Stoppleworth property.  She will change the 
stone bridge to a wooden bridge.  On November 01, 2008 they will be working on the 
Weigold Property.  They will be working on replacing some of the boards on the wetland 
boardwalk area next to the Summerwood cul-de-sac.  That is where a woman fell last 
year and got hurt.  
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 Mr. Hankinson met with John Littell and offered the info on the properties, maps, 
etc.  He felt very comfortable that the Fire Dept was very capable of dealing with any 
emergency that they might come across.   
 

Mr. Hankinson provided the commission with a draft letter to be given to the 
neighbors of the open space properties, to notify the adjacent property owners of hunting.  
This is to notify them that the Town has purchased the property, and hunting is not 
permitted on the town property.  He feels that it will help protect the people that are using 
the property.  Hunting season is open.  Mr. Hankinson named a few of the neighbors that 
should be notified.  He has submitted a letter to the Tolland Monthly including a 
statement regarding how to be visible for hunters.  Mr. Hankinson asked Mr. William 
McDermott to see if he can turn over some info on the foundation that is on the 
Stoppleworth property and if it is ok with the Commission, have him do a history lesson 
during the opening event.  The consensus of the commission is to ask him to do so.  Also 
Mr. Moreschi stated that Council Chairperson Fred Daniels is interested in attending.  
Mr. Hankinson showed the commission the prototype of the map board.  The commission 
was generally happy with the product.  They talked about a couple other brainstorm 
ideas.  Ms. Barlow-Cox volunteered her Husband Paul to help with the production of the 
map boards.  Mr. Hankinson stated that the Conservation Corps will be providing some 
food and if the commission provided as well, then there would be plenty of refreshments 
for the opening of Stoppleworth Property.  The commission members each will bring 
some homemade goodies and or beverages and paper supplies.   

 
Ms. MacDonald asked if the members of the commission should plan to carpool 

to leave parking for visitors?  The commission agreed that was a good idea.   
 
Mr. Symonds asked if there was an article going to the Rockville Reminder?  He 

then stated that it is already too late.  Mr. Koss stated that he would submit an article for 
the Journal Inquire newspaper.  Ms. Farmer stated that she would forward the statement 
that was in the town managers report. 

 
B.  Management Plans:  

Mr. Symonds has provided the draft management plans.  The commission will 
read them over on their own time and discuss them at the workshop.  The priorities are 
Schindler/Schmidt property, Palmer property, and then Sage Meadow property and 
finally Weigold, and Shafran properties.  At the workshop they will discuss 
Schindler/Schmidt and Palmer management plans.   
 

Ms. MacDonald brought up several other properties that are on the list that need 
to be looked at for management plans.  Knofla, Eimrath, and a few others are on the list.  
Mr. Moreschi stated that we need to get the Management Plans together for these 
properties and discuss them at some point.   
 
5.  Reports of Subcommittees: 
A.  Land Rating:   
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No Report 
 
B.  Land Management:   

No Report 
 
C.  Education and Outreach:   

There will be a seminar in December on Barberry, an invasion species. 
 
6.  Announcements:   

None. 
 
7.  Executive Sessions:   

None. 
 
8.  Adjournment:   

Ms. MacDonald made a motion and second by Mr. Moreschi to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:19pm and pay the clerk.  Discussion: None.  Motion carried without further 
discussion. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jason Szemreylo 
Commission Clerk 
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