
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
TOLLAND, CT 

MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 13, 2008 
 

1.  Call to order:  7:10pm 
A.  Attendance. 

Philip Moreschi, Lois Barlow-Cox, Cynthia MacDonald, Eugene Koss, Don 
DiGenova, and Richard Symonds were all present.  Also present were Linda Farmer, 
Director of Planning and Community Development, Ken Hankinson of the Conservation 
Corps, and Andrew Hall, a Tolland resident. 
 
Members Absent. 
 None. 
 
B.  Public Comment. 
 Andrew Hall is interested in community involvement and participation in the 
Conservation Commission.  Mr. Moreschi encouraged him to pursue his interests in the 
commission. 
 
 
C.  Added Agenda Items. 
 Ms. Barlow-Cox requested to add the discussion of the death of Lyle Thorpe to 
the agenda. 
 
2.  New Business: 
A.  Update-Linda Farmer. 
 Ms. Farmer shared a map that was made by Steve Lowry showing impervious 
coverage of local watershed areas.  She will get the commission members copies.  The 
Map will be on display at the Legislative Office Building on Wednesday for National 
G.I.S. Day.   
 There will be a Land Acquisition Meeting on December 3, 2008.  Ms. Farmer has 
been working with the state on acquiring the Luce property and some other funding 
sources.  DEP is trying to help out with accomplishing this.   
 Mr. Symonds has talked with the Town Managers Office regarding having some 
info from the Conservation Commission included in the Annual Report for the Town of 
Tolland.  Ms. Farmer said that it was a great idea.  Mr. Symonds said that the commission 
should be submitting something and it should be to the Town Managers office in 
December.  It should cover the time period from July 01, 2007 to June 30, 2008.  It 
should include a summary of the accomplishments during that Fiscal Year period.  Mr. 
Symonds recommended that we bring it to the next workshop for putting this together.  
Ms. Farmer provided Mr. Symonds with all of the meeting minutes that were approved 
during that time period.  He will begin working on the annual report.  Ms. McDonald will 
also look over her minutes and try to put some ideas into an outline and communicate 
with Mr. Symonds to come up with something. 
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B.  Discussion regarding updated Weigold and Shafran Management Plans with 
possible approval. 
 Mr. Symonds reported that at the last workshop, the two plans were discussed, 
and there were a few changes made to the drafts, the copies have been distributed.  Steve 
Lowry took care of the maps that the commission was waiting for.  There was a bullet 
added under the section “Use Restrictions” stating “Notify Commission of proposed 
organized group functions.”  There were some other very minor changes.  Mr. Moreschi 
stated that there was an easement for the Radio Tower on Bald Hill Road that should be 
shown on the map.  Also the commission would like to see the names of the roads on the 
maps.  The commission agrees that Steve Lowry has been doing a great job on the maps 
using the G.I.S. system.  He should be putting a date and signature on the maps.  The 
commission would like to have Steve Lowry show the Town open space and the Auperin 
open space property on the Weigold Map.  Ms. Farmer reported that if the commission 
approves the two plans on the table tonight, they would go to the council on November 
25, 2008 for approval.     
 Ms. MacDonald made a motion to approve the Shafran and Weigold Management 
plans with the map changes that were discussed.  Mr. Symonds Second the motion.  
Discussion: None.  The Motion approved unanimously as stated. 
 
C.  Discussion regarding establishing a permit process for the use of open space for 
organized events by private parties. 
 There was discussion during the last workshop.  The purpose it to primarily 
minimize the potential for scheduling conflict of the use of the property by groups.  It is 
intended as a notification rather than a permit.  It will also be nice to try to track the 
amount of use by groups.  The info will be useful.  Mr. Symonds put together a form that 
included the info that the commission will require.  It could be a downloadable pdf file 
from the website.  The commission would put a small article in the Tolland Monthly and 
a letter from Ms. Farmers office to the groups, would probably cover the bases.    
 
D.  Conservation Commission website additions. 
 Ms. Farmer reported that Kate Whitacre in the Town Managers Office has been 
working hard on keeping up the town website and the Conservation Commission has a 
website now.  The Commission can now look at ways to add to the website.  It is directly 
linked from the Tolland.org website.  It will include management plans and trail maps.  
 
E.  Approve 2009 meeting schedule.  
 Mr. Symonds made a motion to approve the 2009 meeting schedule that has been 
presented.  Ms. Barlow-Cox Second the motion.  Discussion:  None.  Motion approved 
unanimously. 
 
F.  Discussion of the unfortunate death of Mr. Lyle Thorpe. 
 Ms. Barlow-Cox reported that Mr. Lyle Thorpe, 99, passed away this week.  His 
wife Lois had passed away in July.  Ms. Barlow-Cox stated that she had had several 
conversations in years past regarding giving the Town the first refusal of purchasing his 
property.  Mr. Thorpe has apparently been slowly giving his children bits and pieces of 

 2 



his property over the years.  He had saved 17 acres for himself, actually thinking that it 
would be saved for his wife Lois, not knowing that he would outlive her.  Ms. Barlow-
Cox said that the commission should try to inquire on the status of his property.  Mr. 
Symonds stated that he personally knows the individual that was responsible for Mr. 
Thorpe’s affairs.  He will attempt make an inquiry.  Mr. Hankinson stated that he recently 
had the opportunity to walk the property.  The property appears that family and friends 
use it regularly, the meadows appear as if they are mowed regularly.  There is also some 
trail systems in place.  Ms. Barlow-Cox stated that his children live away, Florida.  Mr. 
Hankinson stated that the property is in the area of 100 plus acres.  Ms. Barlow-Cox 
stated that Mr. Thorpe had told her that he expected that there were around 35 building 
lots.   
 Mr. Thorpe was involved in a lot of different things in his younger years.  He was 
responsible for instituting the fishing for handicap individuals, and he got permissions for 
individuals along the Willimantic River to be able to fish the river.   
 
3.  Business Meeting: 
A.  Approve minutes of the October 9, 2008 Meeting. 
 A Motion was made by Mr. Symonds and second by Mr. Koss to accept the 
minutes of the October 9, 2008 meeting.  Discussion:  Page 2, number 2. B. Third 
paragraph, Sixth Line from the top of the paragraph Change “Evaluate and document the 
existing AVT trails,” to “Evaluate and document the existing ATV trails.”  On Page 3, 
number 2. C. Fifth line from the top of the page, change “De we really” to “Do we 
really.”  Finally on page 6, number 5. C. Change “There will be a seminar in December 
on Barberry.” To “There will be an article in the Tolland Monthly in December on 
Barberry.”  Motion approved unanimously with the changes above. 
 
4.  Old Business: 
A.  Tolland Conservation Corps. 
 Mr. Hankinson congratulated the commission on a very successful opening event 
at the Stoppleworth Property.  Weather was great, the property looked great.  Mr. 
McDermott was a great addition to the event.  He estimated that there were forty-five 
people in attendance.  Mr. Symonds stated that he thinks the commission owed a debt of 
gratitude to Mr. Hankinson and the Conservation Corps for making the property look so 
great, and getting it up and running.  Mr. Hankinson stated that it was a group effort.  Mr. 
Symonds stated that Bob Senatro is a very active steward and does a lot of hard work.    
 Mr. Hankinson reported that there was a work session two weeks ago at Weigold 
Property and they were able to rebuild a boardwalk that a woman fell crossing last year.  
They took down a 39” oak tree branch.  They put up a sign at the trailhead access at 
Summerwood.   
 There is a work session set up for this Saturday at Campbell property to 
accomplish three little projects.  There is a section of trail that is very steep.  There is 
some places that are not marked.  There is a couple of blow downs to be removed.  Also 
as you enter into the field, there is a Multiflora Rose that has grown over the summer that 
needs to be cut back. 
 This will finish the work sessions for the year.  The Corps has accomplished a lot 
this year.  He will be putting together a summary for the fiscal year.   
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 Mr. Symonds stated that he is concerned that he has visited the King Property and 
found the gate closed.  This might be deterring visitors.  Mr. Hankinson stated that he 
would check to see if there is a reason for the gate being closed. 
 
B.  Management Plans. 
 Mr. Moreschi said that the commission is making great progress.  The plans that 
still need to be completed are Palmer, Schindler/Schmidt, Auperin, Eimrath, Hovland, 
Knofla, and Sage Meadow.  Priorities are Palmer and Schindler/Schmidt.  They will be 
discussed at the next meeting at the December meeting. Mr. Symonds will try to get the 
drafts together.   
 
5.  Report of Subcommittees: 
A.  Land Ratings. 
 No Report 
 
B.  Land Management. 
 No Report 
 
C.  Education and Outreach. 
 Ms. Barlow-Cox reported that Cynthia has another article on invasive species, 
Barberry that will be out in the January issue of the Tolland Monthly.  Mr. DiGenova 
reported that the Scout Troop 2 that was in attendance at a previous commission meeting, 
is interested in doing a community service project for a merit badge.  They were thinking 
about doing something in regards to an invasive species.  Mr. DiGenova reported that 
they would be talking about somewhere around 500 man-hours worth of labor.  The 
commission will discuss it further at the next meeting.   
 
6.  Announcements: 
 None 
 
7.  Executive Session: 
 None 
 
8.  Adjournment:   
 Mr. Symonds made a motion to and second by Mr. Moreschi to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:50 pm and pay the clerk.  Discussion: None.  Motion approved 
unanimously. 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Jason Szemreylo  
Commission Clerk 
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