
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
TOLLAND, CT 

MEETING MINUTES OF DECEMBER 11, 2008 
 

1.  Call to order:  7:10 
A.  Attendance. 

Philip Moreschi, Lois Barlow-Cox, Cynthia MacDonald, Eugene Koss, Don 
DiGenova, and Richard Symonds were all present.  Also present were Linda Farmer, 
Director of Planning and Community Development, Ken Hankinson of the Conservation 
Corps, and members of Boy Scout Troop 2020 of Vernon CT. 
 
Members Absent. 
 None. 
 
B.  Public Comment. 
 None. 
 
C.  Added Agenda Items. 
 Ms. MacDonald would like to discuss the Willimantic River Alliance Discussion.  
Eric Thomas had some important items to discuss and would like to bring them to the 
table for discussion.  Motion was made by Mr. Moreschi and second by Mr. Koss to add 
this item to the agenda.  Discussion: None.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
2.  New Business: 
A.  Update-Linda Farmer. 
 Ms. Farmer reported that she has a large update of the properties that the town is 
looking at to purchase with the next grant round.  She will have more info and copies 
available at the next meeting for executive session.   
 The town received grants for the purchase of the following properties.  For the 
Knofla Property, $347,600, and for the Auperin Property, $117,900 was the approximate 
grant amounts.  The closing for the Knofla property will hopefully be next Thursday.  
They are working on getting the boundary lines sorted out. 
 Ms. Farmer is working with NRCS to see if they would work with her on a 
healthy forest grant for the Luce Property.  Mr. Moreschi still has not heard back from his 
DEP contact regarding the Charter Marsh.  Ms. Farmer will try to arrange something.   
 Northern Connecticut Land Trust will be taking ownership of the 87.5 acres of 
land for the Kent South Sub-division.  That is on Old Kent Road South.  Ms. Farmer is 
confident that the Land Trust will protect the property.  This property backs Timber Trail 
and Gehring Road. 
 Mr. Moreschi would like to thank Ms. Farmer and the town staff for the 
wonderful grant application efforts and phenomenal results. 
 Mr. Moreschi has managed to make the purchase of the GPS unit.  He will get the 
information to Ms. Farmer for file.  Mr. Moreschi will contact someone to train the 
members on operation of the unit.      
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B.  Request by Boy Scouts for use of Schindler/Schmidt Property. 
 Members of Boy Scout Troop 2020 of Vernon CT. is requesting permission for 
use of the Schindler/Schmidt property for a traditional camp out that they have conducted 
on the premises for almost 20 years.  Mr. Steve Morin, Eagle Scout, Assistant Scout 
Master, member of Boy Scout Troop 2020 spoke on behalf of the troop. The exercise 
starts at St. Mathews Church with a hike up Sugar Hill Road and set up camp about one 
quarter mile into the woods.  The Boys hike the property an explore things like plant and 
wildlife identification.  Last year they were unable to use the property because of the 
property changing ownership to the Town of Tolland.  They are requesting for a general 
approval for the group to use the property on a specific date to be determined during the 
month of March 2009. 
 Mr. Moreschi stated that they have allowed a scout group to use one of the 
properties for a similar purpose on a trial basis.  He asked Mr. Morin to give the 
commission a general rundown of the activities that will occur on the property and where 
it will take place.   
 Mr. Morin stated that Mr. Schmidt drew a map many years ago and on the map 
that he presented, is a specific place that is labeled as the “boy scout camp.”-  They have 
a couple fire pits that already exist.  They camp in tents, or man made shelters that will be 
broken down before leaving.  There will be between fifteen and twenty-five participants 
including adults.  It is a good trip for new recruits.  They practice “Leave No Trace.”  
Firewood comes from deadwood.  They do not cut any live trees. 
 Ms. Barlow-Cox commented about the previous scout group that requested 
permission, there were issues with open fires.  She is in favor of this opportunity for the 
boys, and the lessons that the scouts are teaching the boys. She thinks that they would 
have to check with the Fire Department for their input. 
 Mr. Symonds commented that there is no permit required with a cooking fire.  
The only concern is high danger fire conditions.  March is a low risk time of year. 
 Mr. Moreschi stated that he supports this proposal as well.  The purpose of 
preserving this land is for the public to be able to enjoy it.  He feels that the use is not 
abusive to the land.  He feels that the scouts are more controlled now compared to the 
past.  He feels that they should use common sense as far as the fire is concerned.  The 
Commission will check with the Fire Department for their input. 
 Mr. Symonds also talked about the application/notification process for property 
use that will hopefully be in place by March.   
 Mr. Morin stated that the troop will have a vehicle on premises but will not go 
past the chain gate.   
 Ms. MacDonald asked if there is a water source on site.  There is none, but the 
Boy Scouts bring their own water for drinking that will be used for fire extinguishment if 
necessary.  They do bring a small kitchen size ABC extinguisher as well. 
 Ms. Macdonald asked if there is any conflict with DEP guidelines.  Mr. Symonds 
stated that the only time the DEP is an issue is when there is high fire danger.   
 Mr. Symonds made a motion stating that the Commission approves the concept of 
use of the Schindler/Schmidt property by the Boy Scouts Troop 2020 of Vernon CT, 
subject to the approval of the draft management plan by the commission. The Motion was 
second by Mr. Koss.   
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 After further discussion the motion was amended.  Mr. Symonds made a motion 
stating that the Commission approves the use of the Schindler/Schmidt property in the 
year of 2009 by the Boy Scout Troop 2020 in the month of March.  Motion was Second 
by Ms. Barlow-Cox.  Discussion: Mr. DiGenova commented that we the commission 
needs to indicate the condition whether we are approving the campfire issues.  Mr. 
Symonds stated that we do not need to put that info in the motion.  The minutes of the 
meeting are a formal way of showing that the commission approves the use of campfires.  
Mr. Moreschi asked Mr. Hankinson if the Joshua’s Trust property allows any of this type 
of use.  He answered yes, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts as well use the property with 
permission to have campfires.  They scout use was the catalyst for the permit process for 
the property.  Motion approved with Ms. MacDonald opposed.   
    
 
C.  Discussion regarding establishing a permit process for use of open space for 
organized events by private parties. 
 Ms. Barlow-Cox asked if we were calling it a permit process.  She stated that she 
thought the commission agreed that we would not call it a permit process.  Mr. Symonds 
stated that he had provided via an email a notification form altered from last month.   
 Ms. MacDonald has provided a notification letter to be distributed to the known 
groups that use the properties to inform them of the process. 
 Ms. Barlow-Cox has left at 8:35pm.  

Dick read the verbiage of the form into the minutes.  There was much discussion 
had and there was a motion made by Mr. DiGenova to approve the “Request To Use 
Tolland Conservation Area Property Form” as our way of tracking the usage on the town 
owned open space parcels.  The motion was second by Ms. MacDonald.  Discussion: 
None.  Motion approved unanimously.  

Ms. Farmer’s office will be responsible for administering this process.  They will 
also track the use.   
 
D.  Conservation Commission website additions. 
 Mr. Symonds will be responsible for taking the “Request For Use” form to Ms. 
Whitacre in the Town Managers Office to have it placed on the web site for access to the 
public.     
 
E.  Annual Report.  
 Mr. Symonds reported that he and Mr. Koss will be working on the annual report 
and will have it prepared for next Thursday.     
 
3.  Business Meeting: 
A.  Approve minutes of the November 13, 2008 
 Mr. Symonds made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 13, 2008 
meeting.  Ms. MacDonald second the motion.  Discussion: On page 2, item C. First line, 
change “The purpose it to primarily” to “The purpose is to primarily.”  Also on page 3, 
first paragraph, fifth line from the top, change “He will attempt make an inquiry” to “He 
will attempt to make an inquiry.”  Also on page 3, second paragraph, second line, change 
“and he got permissions for” to “and he got permission for.”  Also on page 3, item 4, 
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third paragraph, third line, change “There is a couple of blow downs to be removed” to 
“There are a couple of blow downs to be removed.”  On page 4, item 4,B, fourth line, 
change “discussed at the next meeting at the December meeting” to “discussed at the 
December meeting.”  Motion unanimously approved with the above changes. 
 
4.  Old Business: 
A.  Tolland Conservation Corps. 
 Mr. Hankinson reported that the work sessions have been successfully completed 
for the year with the exception of the installing some directional signs at the Campbell 
property.  They will be done some time over the winter.   
 The Conservation Corps had a great walk on the Schindler/Schmidt property on 
Saturday.  Around 16 people showed up for the walk. 
 Mr. Hankinson will be working on an annual report/summary for the 
Conservation Commission to review.  It will be prepared for the January Meeting. 
 The Conservation Corps would like permission from the Commission to lead a 
Full Moon Hike on Saturday Feb. 7th 2009 from 8:00 to 10:00 pm on the Campbell and 
Stoppleworth properties.  They estimate around 25 to 30 people.  They would like to 
advertise in the Tolland Monthly and would need permission tonight in order to do so.  
Mr. Symonds made a motion to permit the Conservation Corps to hold an organized, 
advertised Full Moon Walk at the Campbell Stoppleworth Properties on February 7, 2009 
from 8:00pm to 10:00pm with an estimated 25 to 30 attendees.  Ms. MacDonald second 
the motion.  Discussion: None.  Motion unanimously approved.   
 Mr. Symonds stated that he would like to thank Ken Hankinson and his crews for 
an outstanding and productive year.  The properties look great. 
 Mr. Hankinson reported that he has an interested person for steward for the 
Knofla property.  Mr. Rich Audette is interested. 
 Mr. Moreschi reported that he and his family toured the Weigold, Joshua’s Trust, 
and Stoppleworth properties over the Thanksgiving Holiday and they were all very 
impressed. 
 
B.  Management Plans. 
 The commission will work on the Management Plans in the next workshop.  
There was more discussion regarding the priority of the remaining properties 
management plans.  Priorities at this time are as follows: Schindler/Schmidt, Palmer, 
Knofla and Auperin. 
 
5.  Report of Subcommittees: 
A.  Land Ratings. 
 No Report 
 
B.  Land Management. 
 No Report 
 
C.  Education and Outreach. 
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 Ms. MacDonald reported that the Invasive Species article has been distributed.  
She asked if it was ok to send to the Tolland Monthly.  She decided that she would wait 
for comments from Donna Ellis and then submit it. 
 
     
 
6.  Announcements: 
A.  Discussion regarding the Willimantic River Alliance Meeting. 

DEP representative Eric Thomas spoke at the Willimantic River Alliance meeting 
yesterday.  He reported the about the water testing that the DEP does.  He tests for habitat 
and recreational use as impaired and not impaired by a grading system.  He talked about 
the Willimantic River, Thames River, and the Skunkamaug River.  The Willimantic 
River is reported as impaired with. E. coli bacteria.  It is a nonspecific point source.  They 
are concerned about this, and will be talking to River Alliance to find out if there is 
anything that can be done to help the problem.  They did not indicate any possible 
sources.  It could be farms, Geese, wetlands from the Skunkamaug River.  A few years 
ago there was an oil spill in the area of Ruby Lake.  That could become a problem.  There 
are many possibilities of what could be causing the problem. 
 
 
B.  Resignation of the Commission Clerk. 

Jason Szemreylo, Commission clerk would like to thank all of the members of the 
commission for the opportunity to serve for the short time, He is moving on to pursue an 
education at Capital Community College as a Paramedic. 
 .    
 
7.  Executive Session: 
 None 
 
8.  Adjournment:   
 Mr. Symonds made a motion to and second by Mr. Moreschi to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:48 pm and pay the clerk, and thank the Clerk for all of his help over the 
short time.  Discussion: None.  Motion approved unanimously.  Tonight will be his last 
night. 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Jason Szemreylo  
Commission Clerk 
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