
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
TOLLAND, CT 

 
MEETING MINUTES OF DECEMBER 14, 2000 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Phil Moreschi, Chairman 
    Don Digenova, 
    Lin Marino 
    Lois Barlow-Cox 
    John Cuffe, Alternate 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:         Dawn M. Thompson  

  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. Moreschi called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. in the Council Chambers in the 
Hicks Memorial Municipal Center.   
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
 
MOTION: Moreschi/Cox passed unanimously to discuss the following agenda items: 
 

NEW BUSINESS:1. Chairperson Moreschi to report on his recent report 
to the Town Council:2. Discuss property on Andersen Road:3. Discuss 
acquisition of property in Willington: 4. Phil Morenault to discuss 
mapping project: 5. Discuss property on Dockerel Road:6. Discuss letter 
from Ronald Blake regarding various issues:7. Establish a Meeting 
schedule for 2001: 8. John Cuffe moves to add new member issue to the 
agenda:  9. Discuss two properties at Town Manager’s Request (Executive 
Discussion)  

 
PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 
 
A. Regular Meeting Minutes of November 8, 2000 
 
MOTION: Moreschi/Cuffe passed unanimously to approve the Regular Meeting 

Minutes of November 8, 2000 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 
None. 
 
 
 
 



NEW BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Cox discussed an upcoming seminar that will occur in March. 
 
A.         CHAIRPERSON MORESCHI’S REPORT  
 
Chairperson Moreschi reported to the Town Council on November 28, 2000.  Mr. 
Moreschi presented the Greenway concept.  The Town Council endorsed the concept and 
recommended that the Conservation Commission approach the Inland Wetlands 
Commission and the Planning Department to further discuss this concept and move it 
forward.  The Town Council asked what this means as far as the actual acerage of land 
that might be impacted or encompassed in the Greenway.  Mr. Moreschi responded that 
he did not know.  The Town Council asked how many acres of open space have been set 
aside to the Town by purchase easements and the granting of title.  Mr. Moreschi 
reported that he did not know at the time he was asked.  Ms. Cox said that she has 
information on this and will look into it.  Mr. Moreschi also reported that the Town 
Council would like a breakdown of the easements that have been granted as part of a 
subdivision.  Ms. Cox said that she could find this information in the Town Clerk’s 
Office.  Mr. Moreschi also reported that the Town Council would like to know how many 
acres of land have been granted by title due to the subdivision process.  The Town 
Council would also like to know how many acres of land have been granted to the Town 
by any process.  The Council would also like to know how many acres of land have been 
purchased.   
 
Ms. Cox will prepare a brief summary in an attempt to address the Town Council’s 
inquiries.   
 
Mr. Moreschi reported that the Town Council requested that the Conservation 
Commission provide a list of the five largest parcels that the Commission recommends 
for evaluation.  These parcels can be considered for both active and passive recreational 
uses.  This request is in response to the approval of the recent referendum.  The Town 
Council requested that this be done for the January meeting.  The Town Council 
requested that this report be given in executive session.   
 
Mr. Moreschi reviewed a letter to him by Town Manager, Timothy J. Tieperman.  In this 
letter, Mr. Tieperman reviews the Town Council’s request for information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



B.       DISCUSSION OF PROPERTY ON ANDERSEN ROAD BOARDERING           
            SKUNKAMAUG RIVER 
 
Chairperson Moreschi reported that this parcel measures six acres.  A general discussion 
followed regarding this parcel.  Mr. Moreschi posed a number of questions.  1.  Is the 
parcel valuable enough for the town to own? 2. Is it sufficient to place a conservation 
easement on the property so that it cannot be developed? Mr. Moreschi proposed meeting 
with the Inland Wetlands Commission regarding some items concerning this parcel.  Mr. 
Moreschi noted that Town Planner Blake provided a letter to him concerning this parcel.  
Mr. Blake discussed the first right of refusal on this parcel with the agent for this 
property.   
 
C.         DISCUSSION REGARDING PARCEL IN WILLINGTON 
 
Lee and Lamont Realty offered a 10-acre parcel of land on the Willimantic River in 
Willington to the Town of Tolland.  Lee and Lamont Realty stipulated that this is a one 
time offer that must be taken by December 31.  Lee and Lamont Realty also stipulated 
that they be given a 10-acre credit in the Town of Tolland as a payment for their donation 
in Willington.  A tour was arranged and a number of questions were E-mailed to  
Mr. Blake.  1.  The parcel looks like it is in a flood plain and wetlands.  What is the 
likelihood that the parcel will be developed? 2. Can the Town of Tolland own land in 
another town? 3.  Concerns were also raised concerning the legality of the land banking 
issue.  Mr. Blake will make contact with Willington’s Conservation Group regarding the 
value of the property.  Ron Blake said that he would find out if there was a proposal to 
develop this parcel.  Mr. Moreschi noted that Town Attorney Susan Boyan has issued an 
opinion concerning the proposal to acquire the land in Willington and count it as a ten-
acre credit in Tolland.  Attorney Boyan said that the Town could only accept parcels for 
banking as part of a subdivision application.  In her opinion, the Town does not have the 
authority to accept this parcel.  Ms. Cox asked if Tolland would have to pay taxes on the 
property? Mr. Moreschi again noted that the property seems already be protected because 
it has limited development potential.  Mr. Digenova suggested formally rating the 
property.  The ratings that have been done were discussed.  Mr. Moreschi will ask Mr. 
Tieperman and Mr. Blake if anything further should be done regarding this property.  The 
criteria by which this parcel will be rated were discussed.                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



D.        MAPPING PROJECT REPORT 
 
Mr. Philip Morenault discussed the mapping effort that he is current involved with.  Mr. 
Morenault discussed the data layers that are being used for the mapping effort.  A number 
of soils are being investigated as the data layers of this map are constructed.  1. Areas that 
have soil suitable for playgrounds as well as soils suitable for playing fields will be 
noted: 2. A data layer with soil suitable for farmland will also be included: 3. A data layer 
is also being prepared that has soil that is suitable for cemeteries.  Areas with flood plain 
soils and sprees will be noted.  Areas with slopes greater than 25% will be noted.  
Buffered wetlands and watercourses will be noted and areas with wetlands soils will be 
identified.  A 50-foot buffer around the wetlands and a 100-foot buffer around all of the 
watercourses will be included.         
 
Philip Morneault said that he will be prepared to present some of the maps at the 
Conservation Commission’s January Meeting.  Mr. Moreschi said that if the point is 
reached where the mapping effort is evaluating wetlands, the Inland Wetlands 
Commission should be asked to step in for an endorsement.  Mr. Moreschi noted that 
while the consideration of wetlands is not outside the scope of the Conservation 
Commission, it is well within the scope of the Inland Wetlands Commission and they 
should be consulted.       
   
Chairperson Moreschi stated that the Town of Tolland has issued a purchase order to 
Fuss and O’Neill Inc. to prepare some additional maps.  Mr. Moreschi noted that there 
will not be overlapping effort between the Conservation Commission and Mr. 
Morneault’s organization.     
 
E.        DOCKEREL ROAD PARCEL 
 
A parcel on Dockerel Road was recently offered for sale to the Town as part of the 
Sunrise Subdivision.  Commission members Cox, Digenova, Marino and Mr. Blake hiked 
the property.  The location and the rating of the property were discussed.  A 
memorandum from Town Planner Ronald Blake requested that the Conservation 
Commission provide him with a recommendation regarding the parcel.  Based on the 
rating, Chairperson Moreschi said that the parcel has value due to its scenic beauty.  Mr. 
Digenova said that he would draft a response to Mr. Blake’s memorandum.  Mr. 
Digenova will E-mail a preliminary version of this memorandum to Commission 
members and have a final version prepared for the next meeting.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
F.      MEMORANDUM FROM RONALD BLAKE REGARDING  

     MISCELLANEOUS TOPICS 
 
 No Discussion. 
 
 
G.       REVIEW MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2001 
 
The meeting schedule for next year was reviewed.  The meeting dates for 2001 are the 
following: January 11th, February 8th, March 8th, April 12th, May 10th, June 13th, 
July 12th, August 9th, September 13th, October 11th, November 8th, December 13th. 
 
Chairperson Moreschi made a motion to adopt these dates.  John Cuffe seconded the 
motion.  All are in favor of the above motion. 
 
The Town Manager’s Executive Secretary requested to be informed of this schedule.   
Recording secretary Susan Condit will provide this list to Ms. Bielawiec. 
 
H.        NEW MEMBER ISSUE 
 
Ms. Cox will contact the Town Manager to find out if there are any vacancies on the 
Conservation Commission. 
            
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
A member of the public stated that trails should not be placed on every parcel that is 
acquired.  According to this resident, some parcels should be kept in their natural state in 
an effort to protect wildlife.  This person also reminded the Conservation Commission 
that the 1.3 Million Dollar Referendum is not just for active recreation and that it also 
covers the acquisition of land for other municipal purposes.  This person mentioned that 
the need for a new school is extremely high and that the first parcel bought be used for 
the new school unless there is another parcel already owned by the Town that can be used 
for the new school.  This person also mentioned that she discussed the Willington 
property with Town Planner Blake and that the lot was an approved building lot.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
The Conservation Commission adjourned into Executive Session to discuss various 
parcels.   
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