
Report for West Brandywine Township
Community Values Survey

C o mpletio n Ra te: 9 1.5%

 Complete 568

 Partial 53

T o ta ls : 6 21

Response Counts
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Item Overall Rank Rank Distribution Score

Housing  availability or cost 1 892

Rural, quiet lifestyle 2 878

Scenic beauty 3 431

Close to family and/or friends 4 386

Close to work 5 30 9

Other 6 147

Lived here all of my life 7 111

Low taxes 8 63

Quality of schools 9 60

   

1. Why did you choose to live in West Brandywine T ownship? Choose and rank a
maximum of 3 choices with 1 being most important.

Lowest Rank Hig hest Rank
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1. Why did you choose to live in West Brandywine Township?   
 

 Percent of Total, 2004 2018 Ranking 

Rural, quiet lifestyle 71.3 2 

Housing availability or cost 63.4 1 

Scenic beauty 44.8 3 

Family and/or friends nearby 28.0 4 

Close to work 25.8 5 

Lived here all my life 10.4 7 

Low taxes 8.4 8 

Other 7.2 6 

Quality of schools 3.2 9 

 
 



Item
Overall
Rank Rank Distribution Score

T axes too hig h 1 1,10 1

Area becoming  overdeveloped 2 687

Increased crime rate 3 40 5

Quality of schools 4 329

Chang es in unique local character 5 181

Other 6 164

Inadequate shopping  opportunities 7 141

Inadequate community services (police, fire, sewer,

water, etc.)

8 124

Inadequate housing  opportunities 9 55

Inadequate parks and recreation 10 37

Inadequate farming  opportunities 11 34

   

3. Other than a change in your employment, which of the following factors would
most likely cause you to leave West Brandywine T ownship? Choose and rank a
maximum of 3 choices, with 1 being most important.

Lowest

Rank

Hig hest

Rank

7



 

…………………… 
Page 2 

 
2. Other than a change in your place of employment, which of the following factors would be 

most likely to cause you to leave West Brandywine Township? 
 

 Percent of Total, 2004 2018 Rank 

Taxes too high 79.4 1 

Area becoming over-developed 65.8 2 

Changes in unique local 
character 

35.9 5 

Quality of schools 27.5 4 

Crime rate 24.1 3 

Environmental hazards 20.4 NA 

Other 8.5 6 

Inadequate parks and recreation 4.3 10 

Inadequate farming 
opportunities 

4.2 11 

Inadequate shopping 
opportunities 

4.1 7 

Inadequate community services 2.7 8 

Inadequate housing 
opportunities 

2.0 9 

 



Item
Overall
Rank Rank Distribution Score

Improving  traffic and road conditions 1 635

Retaining  the rural atmosphere 2 595

Preserving  working  farmland 3 353

Conserving  water quality and supply 4 324

Increasing  local opportunities to shop, dine and socialize 5 323

Protecting  natural resources 6 30 5

Increasing  opportunities for walking  and biking  (trails,

pathways, sidewalks, etc.)

7 240

Protecting  public safety 8 236

Protecting  historic resources 9 121

Increasing  local employment opportunities 10 10 7

Other 11 98

Improving  recreational opportunities 12 31

Increasing  diversity of housing  types 13 25

   

5. Which of the following issues do you believe are the most important to consider
when planning the future of West Brandywine T ownship? Choose and rank a
maximum of 3 choices, with 1 being the most important.

Lowest

Rank

Hig hest

Rank

13
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3. Which of the following issues do you believe are the most important to consider when 

planning the future of West Brandywine Township?   
 
 Percent of Total, 

2004 
2018 Ranking  

Traffic and road conditions 1 1 

Retention of rural atmosphere 2 2 

Conservation of scenic landscapes and 
views 

3 
NA 

 

Natural resource protection  4 6 

Conservation of quality water supply 5 4 

Agricultural preservation* 6 3 

Adequate sewage disposal 7 NA 

Housing affordability 8 NA 

Protection of historic resources 9 9 

Community recreation opportunities 10 12 

Employment opportunities 11 10 

Other 12 11 

Shopping opportunities 13 5 

Diversity of housing types 14 13 

 
Increased opportunities to walk and bike     NA         7 
 
Protecting public safety               NA             8 
 
 
 
Notes: 
NA:  Category was not included in this survey 
* Wording was slightly different on the 2018 survey



ResponseID Response

31 School choices

32 ST OP tax increases, they are already almost unafforable

40 increasing  the tax base with businesses and make the sewer less exxpensie

52 Bring ing  in public sewers

53 Need to provide public water and sewer

56 T he rig hts of landowners.

58 taxes

74 Public sewers

86 Need public sewers

141 Get the WaWa built

144 Build the Wawa

149 We want a WaWa, stop delaying  it

158 SCHOOL!!!

162 Leaving  the Coatesville  school district

6. If  you answered "other" to the previous question, please write in your topic here.

school
taxes

district development

public

schools

wawa

quality

sewers

stop

casdcoatesville

commercial

delaying

tax

base

businesses

control
ruralsewer

time
water0

1

2

14
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4. What, in your opinion, is the adequacy of the following services in meeting the needs of 

Township residents?   
 
 Adequate  

1 
Percent of Total, 

2018 
Percent of Total, 

2004 
 

Police protection1 86.5 88.8  

Trash removal 95.1 83.7  

Recycling opportunities 95.1 83.4  

Fire protection 80.7 81.1  

Cable services NA 72.0  

Maintenance of Township roads 51.2 75.8  

Maintenance of State roads NA 71.9  

Parks and recreation areas 70.2 64.1  

Overall effectiveness of Township 
government NA 59.4  

Public water and/or sewer service 40 45.7  

Other  0.3  

Trails               44.1                              NA 
 
Township Communications            77.0         NA 
 
Overall Quality of Life             89.0         NA 
 
Overall Value of services for Taxes Paid                      46.1         NA



8. If  more retail and commercial opportunities were to locate in West Brandywine
T ownship, what would be the best location for such commercial development?
Choose all that apply.

P
er

ce
nt

Reeceville Road Route 322 Route 82 near
Route 340

No new commercial
development in the

Township

Other - Write In
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Value  Percent

Reeceville  Road 13.7%

Route 322 54.6%

Route 82 near Route 340 32.6%

No new commercial development in the T ownship 26.6%

Other - Write In 5.1%

Other - Write In

322 and swinehart - wawa

322 can not support more traffic

322 west of 82

A stop lig ht needs to be put in @  82 and Route 340  intersection

ANot opposed to development. Just would like to see more traffi siig na

21





10. Please indicate approximately where you live or work in the T ownship.

  

12% 112% 1

7% 27% 2

14% 314% 3

15% 415% 4

8% 58% 5

15% 615% 6

23% 723% 7

6% 86% 8

0% Do not live or work in the
township
0% Do not live or work in the
township

27
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15. Please indicate approximately where you live.   
 

 
 
 
 

Percent of Total, 2018 Percent of Total, 2004 
Percentage Point Change, 

2004-2018 

Area 7 23 24.0 -1 

Area 4 15 15.0 0 

Area 6 15 14.8 +0.2 

Area 3 14 13.5 +0.5 

Area 8 6 11.8 -5.8 

Area 1 12 8.7 -3.3 

Area 5 8 6.8 1.2 

Area 2 7 6.2 0.8 

 
 



Item
Overall
Rank Rank Distribution Score

PA 82/East Reeceville  Road/Cedar Knoll

Road

1 845

US 322/PA 82 intersection 2 682

US 322/Culbertson Run Road intersection 3 363

PA 82/Hibernia Road intersection 4 326

US 322/Swinehart Road intersection 5 20 6

Reeceville  Road/Hurley Road intersection 6 20 4

Other 7 190

   

11. Which of the following intersections should be of highest priority for
improvement?  Choose and rank a maximum of 3 with 1 being the most important.

Lowest Rank Hig hest

Rank

29



Item Overall Rank Rank Distribution Score

PA 82 1 693

US 322 2 446

Reeceville  Road 3 40 2

Other 4 30 7

Hibernia Road 5 168

Cedar Knoll Road 6 157

Lafayette Road 7 64

   

13. On which of the following roadways is speeding an important issue?  Choose and
rank a maximum of 3 choices, with 1 being the most important.

Lowest Rank Hig hest Rank

35



15. How long have you lived or worked in West Brandywine T ownship? 

15% less than 5 yrs15% less than 5 yrs

13% 5 yrs to less than 10 yrs13% 5 yrs to less than 10 yrs

23% 10 yrs to less than 20 yrs23% 10 yrs to less than 20 yrs

50% 20 yrs or more50% 20 yrs or more

Value  Percent

less than 5 yrs 14.5%

5 yrs to less than 10  yrs 13.1%

10  yrs to less than 20  yrs 22.5%

20  yrs or more 49.9%

42



 

…………………… 
Page 10 

 
18. How long have you lived in West Brandywine Township?   
 
 

Percent of Total, 2018 Percent of Total, 2004 
Percentage Point Change, 

2004-2018 

10 to 25 years* 22.5 30.0 -7.5* 

5 to 10 years 13.1 23.2 -10.1 

Over 25 years* 49.9 21.0 +28.9* 

Less than 5 year 14.5 25.5 +3.5 
 
 



Item
Overall
Rank

Rank
Distribution Score

East-West T rail between Hibernia Park and the Struble T rail 1 623

West Branch Brandywine T rail, connecting  Icedale Lake to

Hibernia Park and Honey Brook

2 413

Nature trails 3 355

I do not support expanding  the trail network 4 30 5

Connections to township parks 5 291

Connections to Spring ton Manor Farm 6 226

Connections between residential neig hborhoods 7 212

Connection to YMCA 8 114

Other 9 78

   

16. As the township considers expanding its network of trails (through land
acquisition and easements), what destinations are the most important to you? 
Choose and rank a maximum of 3 choices, with 1 being the most important. 

Lowest

Rank

Hig hest

Rank

43



Item
Overall
Rank Rank Distribution Score

Improving  township road maintenance 1 615

Additional open space protection (easements,

acquisition, etc.)

2 513

Enhancing  police protection 3 357

Expanding  the public sewer and water service 4 30 7

Enhancing  fire  protection and EMS/ambulance

services

5 292

Expanding  the trail network 6 266

None, leave efforts in all areas as they are 7 20 1

Additional recreational facilities and prog rams 8 121

Expanding  the municipal waste and recycling

prog ram

9 111

Other 10 83

Improving  administrative and police building

facilities

11 28

   

18. In which of the following areas would you support increased funding efforts? 
Choose and rank a maximum of 3 choices, with 1 being most important.

Lowest

Rank

Hig hest

Rank

47
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13. Would you support special purpose taxation of real estate for any of the following specific 

purposes?   
 
 

Ranking Percent of Total, 2004  

 
  Yes No   

Improve Township road 
maintenance 1  22.5 72.7   

Expanded police protection 3  23.9 71.9   

Expanded municipal waste and 
recycling program 9  15.4 78.5   

Improvements to municipal 
administration and police building 
facilities 

11  n/a n/a   

Public water supply 4  21.5 71.6   

Improvement to road department 
facilities NA  14.8 77.8   

Expanded fire protection 5  26.7 69.7   

Expanded ambulance service 5  24.9 69.4   

Public sewers 4  24.9 69.7   

Other 10  2.2 3.7   

None         7    NA 
 
Open Space protection         2    NA 
 
Expanding Trail network                   6    NA 
 
Additional rec programs & facilities     8    NA 
 



20. Please indicate your age group.

5% 18 to 34 yrs old5% 18 to 34 yrs old

33% 35 to 54 yrs old33% 35 to 54 yrs old

56% 55 to 74 yrs old56% 55 to 74 yrs old

6% 75 or older6% 75 or older

Value  Percent

18 to 34 yrs old 5.2%

35 to 54 yrs old 32.6%

55 to 74 yrs old 56.1%

75 or older 6.1%

51



21. Would you support efforts to increase public transportation options within the
T ownship?

41% Yes41% Yes

33% No33% No

26% No opinion26% No opinion

Value  Percent

Yes 40 .9%

No 33.2%

No opinion 25.9%

52
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